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NEWS COVERAGE ON 22 August 2025

COMPILATION OF METRO RAILWAY MEDIA COVERAGE

Sl. No. Type of Clippings No. of Clippings

ENGLISH (24)
1 Positive HINDI (17)

BENGALI (12)

ENGLISH (9)
2 Neutral HINDI (4)

BENGALI (5)
S Negative NIL

Total Clippings - 71
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POSITIVE NEWS:

1) HEADLINE: PM TO UNVEIL METRO, ROAD PROJECTS

WORTH 5,200 CRORE IN BENGAL TODAY
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UNITED NEWS OF INDIA
Kolkata, 21 August

Weeks ahead of West Bengal's
biggest festival, Durga Puja,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
is set toembark on yet another
major infrastructure push in
the state.

Mr Modi will inaugurate
and lay the foundation stone
for road and railway projects
worth over Rs 5,200 crore in

Kolkata, including the
commissioningof three crucial
Metro Railway routes.
Ahead of his visit, the Prime
Minister posted on the X social
media platform in Bengali:
“The city for whose development
we are resolute, coming to
the people of that Kolkata is
always ajoy for me. The events
in Kolkata tomorrow are
primarily related to
transportation. The metro

worth35,200 crorein Bengal today

services on the Noapara-Jai
Hind Airport, Sealdah-
Esplanade, and Beliag-
hata-Hemanta Mukhopadhyay
routes will be inaugurated.
This will make commuting
to the airport and the IT hub
more convenient.”

As per the Prime Minister’s
Office, Mr Modi will arrive in
Kolkata on Friday afternoon
after visiting Bihar earlier in
the day. The PM will flag off
Kolkata Metro services on the
section between Howrah and
Sealdah ofthe East-West Metro,
allowing the commencement
of services along the entire
stretch of the Green line. Mr
Modi will also undertake a
Metroride from Jessore Road
Metro Station to Jai Hind
Biman Bandar (Kolkata Airport)
in North 24-Parganas, and is
expected to address a public
gathering during the event.
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PM to visit Bihar and West Bengal today

MI News Service, New
Delhi: Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi will visit
Bihar and West Bengal on
22nd August. He will lay the
foundation stone and inau-
guratemultiple development
projects worth around Rs
13,000 crore at Gaya in Bihar
at around 11 AM. He will also
flag off two trains andaddress
the gathering. Thereafter, he
will visit and inaugurate Aun-
ta - Simaria bridge project on
River Ganga.

Prime Minister will flag off
metro train services on the
newly constructed sections
in Kolkata at around 4:15 PM
and undertake ametro ride
from Jessore Road Metro Sta-
tion to Jai Hind Bimanbandar
and back. Further, he will lay
the foundation stone andi-
naugurate multiple develop-
ment projects worth over Rs
5,200 crore at Kolkata. He
will also address the gather-
ing on the occasion.

PM in Bihar

In line with his commit-
ment to improving connec-
tivity, Prime Minister will
inaugurate the 8.15 km long
Aunta - Simaria bridgeproj-
ect on NH-31, including the
1.86 km long 6 lane Bridge on
river Ganga, constructed at a
cost of over Rs 1,870 crore. It
willprovide direct connectivi-
ty between Mokama in Patna
and Begusarai.

The bridge has been con-
structed parallel to an old
2-lane dilapidated rail-cum-
road bridge “Rajendra Setu”
which is in poor condition-
forcing heavy vehicles to re-
route. The new bridge will
reduce this extra travel dis-
tance of more than 100 km
for the heavy vehiclestrav-
elling between North Bihar
(Begusarai, Supaul, Madhu-
bani, Purnea, Araria etc) and
South Bihar areas (Sheikh-
pura, Nawada,Lakhisarai
ete). It will also help reduce
issues of traffic jams in other
parts of the region due to the
detour which these vehicles
wereforced to take.

It will boost economic
growth in the adjoining ar-
eas, especially in North Bi-
har, which are dependent on
South Bihar and Jharkhand
forgetting necessary raw ma-
terial. It will also provide bet-
ter connectivity to the famous
pilgrimage place of Simaria
Dham, which is alsothe birth-
place of famous poet Late
Shri Ramdhari Singh Dinkar.

Prime Minister will also in-
augurate the four-lane Bakh-
tiyarpur to Mokama section
of NH-31, worth around Rs
1,900 crore, which willease
congestion, reduce travel
time, and enhance passen-

ger and freight movement.
Further, improvement to the
two-lane with pavedshoul-
ders of Bikramganj-Dawath-
Nawanagar-Dumraon  sec-
tion of NH-120 in Bihar will
improve connectivity in rural
areas,providing new eco-
nomic opportunities for the
local population.

Strengthening the pow-
er sector infrastructure in
Bihar, Prime Minister will
inaugurate Buxar Thermal
Power Plant (660x1 MW)
wortharound Rs 6,880 crore.
It will significantly enhance
power generation capacity,
improve energy security, and
meet the growingelectricity
demand of the region.

In a major hoost to health
infrastructure, Prime Minis-
ter will inaugurate the Homi
Bhabha Cancer Hospital &
Research Centre atMuzal-
farpur. The centre includes
advanced Oncology OPD, IPD
wards, operation theatres,
modern lab, blood bank, and
a 24-bed ICU(Intensive Care
Unit) and HDU (High Depen-
dency Unit). This state-of-
the-art facility will provide
advanced and affordable
cancercare to patients in Bi-
har and neighbouring states,
reducing the need to travel to
distant metros for treatment.

Furthering his vision of
Swachh Bharat and ensuring
Aviral and Nirmal Dhara of
river Ganga, Prime Minister
will inaugurate theSewerage
Treatment Plant (STP) and
Sewerage Network at Mung-
er constructed under Nama-
mi Gange worth over Rs 520
crore. It willhelp reduce pol-
lution load in the Ganga and
improve sanitation facilities
in the region.

Prime Minister will also
lay the foundation stone for
a series of urban infrastruc-
ture projects worth around
Rs 1,260 crore. Theseinclude
the STP and Sewerage Net-
work at Daudnagar in Au-
rangabad, and Jehanabad;
STP and interception and
diversion works atBarahiya
in Lakhisarai, and Jamui.
Under AMRUT 2.0, he will
lay the foundation stone of
Water Supply Projects at
Aurangabad,Bodhgaya and
Jehanabad. These projects
will provide clean drinking
water, modern sewerage sys-
tems, and improved sanita-
tionthereby improving health
standards and quality of life
in the region.

Boosting rail connectivity
in the region, Prime Minister
will flag off two trains. Am-
rit Bharat Express between
Gaya and Delhi whichwill
improve passenger conve-
nience with modern facil-

ities, comfort, and safety.
And Buddhist Circuit Train
between Vaishali andKoder-
ma which will give a boost to
tourism and religious travel
across key Buddhist sites in
the region.

Grih  Pravesh ceremony
of 12,000 rural beneficia-
ries under PMAY-Gramin
and 4,260 beneficiaries un-
der PMAY-Urban will also
takeplace with the symbolic
handing over of keys to a few
beneficiaries by the Prime
Minister, thus fulfilling the
dream of owning a houseof
thousands of families.

PM in West Bengal

In line with his commitment
to world class infrastructure
and developed urban connec-
tivity, Prime Minister will in-
augurate metrorailway proj-
ects in Kolkata. A 13.61 km
long newly constructed metro
network will be inaugurat-
ed and metro services will
belaunched on these routes.
He will visit the Jessore Road
Metro Station, where he will
flag off the Noapara-Jai Hind
Bimanbandarmetro service
from Jessore Road. In addi-
tion, through video confer-
encing, he will also flag off
the Sealdah-Esplanade met-
ro serviceand the Belegha-
ta-Hemanta Mukhopadhyay
metro service. He will also
undertake a metro ride from
Jessore Road Metro Station
to JaiHind Bimanbandar and
back.

At the public function,
Prime Minister will inaugu-
rate these metro sections and
a newly constructed subway
at Howrah Metro Station.The
Noapara-Jai Hind Bimanban-
dar metro service will signifi-
cantly improve the access to
the airport. The Sealdah-Es-
planade metrowill reduce
the travel time between the
two points from nearly 40
minutes to only 11 minutes.
The Beleghata-HemantaM-
ukhopadhyay metro section
will play a crucial role in en-
hancing connectivity with the
IT hub. These metro routes
will connect someof Kolkata's
busiest areas, bring a notable
reduction in travel time, and
strengthen multimodal con-
nectivity, benefiting lakhs of
dailycommuters.

In a major boost to road
infrastructure in the region,
Prime Minister will also lay
the foundation stone of 7.2
km long six-lane elevatedKo-
na Expressway worth over Rs
1,200 crore. It will enhance
connectivity between Howrah,
surrounding rural areas, and
Kolkata,saving hours of trav-
el time and giving significant
boost to trade, commerce, and
tourism in the region.
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PM to visit Bihar and West
Bengal on 22nd August

DOI CORRESPONDENT

21 Auguat: *PM to lay the
foundation stone and inau-
gurate multiple develop-
ment projects worth around
Rs 13,000 crore at Gaya*™

*Projects belong to
multiple sectors: Power,
Road, Health, Urban De-
velopment and Water Sup-
ply*

*PM to 1inaugurate
Aunta — Simaria bridge
project on River Ganga en-
hancing connectivity be-
tween North and South
Bihar*

*New bridge to cut

more than 100 km detour
for heavy vehicles, 1m-
prove access to Simaria
Dham*

*PM to flag off Amrit
Bharat Express between
Gaya and Delhi, and the
Buddhist Circuit Train be-
tween Vaishali and Ko-
derma*

*PM to lay the foun-
dation stone and inaugurate
multiple development proj-
ects worth over Rs 5,200
crore at Kolkata*

*PM to flag off metro
train services on the newly
constructed sections 1n
Kolkata*
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ABOVE BENGALI NEWS CLIPPING

AAJKAL (KOLKATA EDITION), 22-08-2025, PAGE: 12

3 METRO PROJECTS TO BE INAUGURATED TODAY

On Friday afternoon, Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated 14 km of
new Metro lines in Kolkata, including East-West, Orange, and Yellow
extensions. Passenger services will begin from Saturday on Sealdah-
Esplanade and from Monday on the Airport and Ruby-Beleghata routes.
The East-West line will run daily, while the Orange and Yellow lines will
remain closed on weekends. Mamata Banerjee’s role in metro expansion
was mentioned, but she was not formally honored at the event.
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BARTAMAN (KOLKATA EDITION), 22-08-2025, PAGE: 1 & 11

MODI IN KOLKATA TODAY TO INAUGURATE METRO

PM Modi inaugurates 3 new Kolkata Metro routes today. Biggest highlight:
full East—West Metro from Salt Lake Sector V to Howrah Maidan opens for
passengers after 6 pm. Also inaugurates Noapara—Jai Hind (Airport) and
Ruby—Beleghata extensions, though services there begin later. Strict traffic
curbs in Dumdum and nearby areas during his visit.
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ABOVE BENGALI NEWS CLIPPING

AAJKAL (KOLKATA EDITION), 22-08-2025, PAGE: 1 & 5

PROJECT MAMATA, LAUNCHED BY MODI TODAY

PM Modi is inaugurating three Kolkata Metro projects originally planned
by Mamata Banerjee 16 years ago. Trinamool accuses BJP of delaying
work, cutting funds, and now using the event for election politics. A
controversy arose over the metro invitation letter naming two opposition
leaders, later cancelled. Bowbazar victims of metro disasters will protest
over lack of compensation, while both BJP and TMC sharpen political
attacks ahead of elections.
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ABOVE BENGALI NEWS CLIPPING

DAINIK STATESMAN (KOLKATA EDITION), 22-08-2025, PAGE: 1

PM TO INAUGURATE THREE METRO ROUTES TODAY; PLANS
FORMER RAILWAY MINISTER MAMATA

PM Modi will inaugurate three new Kolkata Metro routes today, but
Mamata Banerjee has declined the invitation. Sources highlight that
Mamata, as former Railway Minister, had originally planned and allocated
funds for these very routes back in 2009-10.
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EKDIN (KOLKATA EDITION), 22-08-2025, PAGE: 5

PREPARATIONS UNDERWAY TO INAUGURATE THREE NEW METRO
ROUTES IN KOLKATA

On the auspicious day of Kaushiki Amavasya, PM Narendra Modi
inaugurates three new Kolkata Metro routes, boosting connectivity
between Sealdah—Esplanade, Noapara—Airport, and Ruby—Beleghata. The
project promises faster travel, economic benefits, and a symbolic blend of
spirituality and development ahead of Durga Puja.
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EKDIN (KOLKATA EDITION), 22-08-2025, PAGE: 1

THE METROPOLIS IS WAITING FOR MODI, BENGAL IS WAITING FOR
BJP

PM Modi is visiting Bengal for the third time in three months to inaugurate
three Metro routes and hold a political rally at Dum Dum. Ahead of the
2026 assembly polls, he targeted Trinamool on X, claiming Bengal awaits
BJP for real development, while Mamata Banerjee declined the
Inauguration invite.
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El SAMAY (KOLKATA EDITION), 22-08-2025, PAGE: 4

METRO LINE CHANGES LIFE IN A METRO!

PM INAUGURATES NOAPARA-AIRPORT ROUTE, EXPANSION IN
‘GREEN’ AND 'ORANGE’

Kolkata Metro gets major boost today with PM Modi inaugurating new and
expanded routes: Noapara—Airport (Yellow Line), Esplanade—Sealdah
(Green Line), and Ruby—Beleghata (Orange Line). Daily ridership expected

to rise from 7 to over 9 lakh.
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2) HEADLINE: E-W FULL RUN FROM 6PM TODAY; ORANGE,
YELLOW LINE OPS FROM MONDAY

THE TIMES OF INDIA (KOLKATA EDITION) DT.22-08-2025, PAGE: 2

E-W full run from 6pm
today; Orange, Yellow

Line ops from Monday

Ajanta.Chakraborty
@timesofindia.com

Kolkata: Revenue services for
the final leg of East-West Met-
ro and the entire 16.6 km corri-
dor will start around 6 pm on
Friday, approximately one and
a half hours after PM Narend-
ra Modi inaugurates the sec-
tion. Services on the Yellow
and Orange Lines will begin
on Monday. However, neither
the Noapara-Airport section
nor the New Garia-Beleghata
corridor will operate on wee-
kends, according to a circular
issued by Metro Railway on
Friday.

The East-West Metro,
whichwillrunitsentire Sector
V-Howrah Maidan stretch fol-
lowing the linking of the 2.6
km Esplanade-Sealdah section
on Friday, will operate from
6.30 am to 10.19 pm. The Green
Line (East-West Metro) will be
operational seven days a week.

Services on Yellow Line
(Noapara-Airport) will opera-
tefrom7.58amto8.10 pm, while
those on Orange Line (New Ga-
ria-Metropolitan or Belegha-
ta) will be from 8 am to 8.28 pm.

While TOI reported this on
Tuesday, there have been spe-
culations regarding the com-
missioning date of the three
new stretches. In recent in-
stances, whenever a new line
was inaugurated by a VVIP, re-
venue operations commenced
at least 24 hours later “The
East-West Metro has already
missed so many deadlines. We
don’t want to delay operations

NO EMB, AIRPORT
OP ON WEEKENDS

[T or E-W |
Metro’s last leg’s
revenue services to

start around 6 pm on

Friday

Yellow (Noapara-Airport),
(New Garia-
Beleghata) ops will begin on
Monday with no weekend
services

TR op hours | 6.30
am to 10.19 pm

@ To operate seven days a
week

Yellow Line | From 7.58 am
t0 8.10 pm

| From 8 am to
8.28 pm

any further,” an official said.

The notification stated that
services along the entire
stretch would commence aro-
und 6 pm, covering twelve sta-
tions along the Sector V-Ho-
wrah Maidan corridor. It will
take 32 minutes to traverse the
16.6km.

Officials also said Yellow
and Orange lines will open on
Monday as the corridors will
not be operational during wee-
kends. This decision has sur-
prised many, especially since
the Yellow Line, the city’s first
airport-metro connection, will
not be operational on wee-
kends. “Why can’t flyers have
metro access on Saturdays and
Sundays,” asked Subhangshu
Basu, acommuter.
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THE STATESMAN (KOLKATA EDITION) DT.22-08-2025, PAGE: 3

Esplanade-Sealdah run
likely from today evening

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Kolkata, 21 August

ith the clock
ticking closer to
the inauguration
of 14km of the
city's Metro network, including
three crucial lines, there is
good news for the commuters.

Commercial servicesin the
Esplanade-Sealdah stretch of
the Green Line could start
after 6 p.m. tomorrow.

The commercial services
in the Green Line between
Howrah-Maidan and Sector
V are likely to be operated
after 6 p.m. tomorrow. On
otherworking days, the services
inthis stretch would be operated
between 6.30 am. and 10.19
pm. The commercial runs in
this stretch are anticipated to
bring relief to the office goers.

After the commencement
ofthe commercial runs, services
inthe East-West Metro would
be run at an interval of eight
minutes during peak hours
instead of the present 12
minutes. According to the city
Metro office, with the addition
of the 24km stretch between
Esplanade and Sealdah, the
Green Line from Howrah

Maidan to Sector V will see
the biggest benefit with services
increasing to 186.

The other two lines that
arealsoslatedtoseethegreen
signal tomorrow would have
revenue services from 25
August. However, the timings
of the train operations would
be different for the two lines.
In the Kavi Subhash and

Beleghata stretch of the Orange
Line, revenue services would
be operated between 8 a.m.
and 8.20 p.m. while that in
the Noapara and Jai Hind
Biman Bandar Metro stations,

the commercial runs would
be operated from 758 a.m to
8.10 p.m.

The Orange Line will now
run 60 services while the
Yellow Line will operate 120.
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EAST-WEST PASSENGER SERVICE ON ENTIRE ROUTE TODAY AFTER
LAUNCH

PM Modi inaugurates three Kolkata Metro lines (Sealdah—Esplanade,
Ruby—Beleghata, Noapara—Airport), Howrah rail-Metro subway, and lays
Kona Expressway foundation. East-West Metro starts today evening, other
two from Aug 25. 186, 120, 60 trains to run daily with 8-23 min gaps.
Projects cost thousands of crores. Strict security and Metro staff
drills held for event.
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HOWRAH-SECTOR V METRO AIRPORT AND BELEGHATA ROUTES TO
REOPEN FROM THIS EVENING AT 8 AM ON MONDAY

PM Modi will inaugurate three Metro routes at 4 pm today. From 6 pm,
Howrah—Sector V service starts (6:30 am—9:45 pm daily from Saturday).
Noapara—Airport and Ruby—Beleghata lines begin Monday (8 am—8:30 pm).
Staff shortage limits service expansion. Fare details unclear for some
routes. Metro staff asked to attend PM’s event in plain clothes,
drawing criticism.
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TILL BELEGHATA

Airport to join Esplanade, Howrah and Sealdah

on metro map, Bypass corridor now till Beleghata

New Line, Twin 16-YEAR WAIT ENDS §

Extensions To
Add 14Km To
60Km Network

AjantaChakrabarty
Ftimesofindia.com

Kolkata: The ety is st In get i1s se-
cond lifeline extending 16,6 km from
Salt Lake Sector V 1o Howrah Mai-
dann when the full Eust-West Metrois
commissioned on Friday evening.
Till now, the North-South metro was
the sole lifeling for the eity, allowing
passengers to trovel from New Garia
1w Dum Dum and even heyond tn
Dakshineswur in comfort even when
roads gol paralysed due 1o rallies or
flooding,

“Fvery time Thad 1o got off at Se-
aldah and take a cab to my BBD Bag
offios, T would hopolessly think of
the jinxed Esplanade-Sealdah sec-
ton and wonder if it would ever son
the light of the day,” said Barnali
Chaterjee, a legal professianal and
residentof Sult Lake.

Aritrik Sengupla, a student. at §t
Xavier's College, echoed the senti-
ment: “T guess penple using (he eas-
ternsection of East-West Metro have
been the unhappiest lot. The siretch
(9.2km) was opened in three phases
from Feb 20— thal, too, with an in-
complete Sealduh station. (The west
bound tunnel here will he functional
for the flest time when Modi flus off
the first runs between Sealdah and
Esplanacle). ‘The authorities then
launched the showpiees Rsplanade-
Howrah Maidun section. It had its
uses for Howrah residents, Bul we in
Salt Lake were badly stuck.”

The 48km Esplanade-Howrah
Maidan line, India's first under-river
metro, historieally linked Kolkata
with its twin, Howrah. via the twin
320-m Hooghly tunnels. Theenginee-
ring marvel included many firsts:
the tunnels Hinking the two cities arm
30m below the riverbed. featuring In-

| need to trave| to Sec V all the
way from south Kolkata. One

can imagine the trouble
it was. Now | can
change at Esplanade
and travel to Sector V.
Life has suddenly
become easier

Raja Roy | xuomar wesoevT,
USES GRLEN UNC

® Pay 35 for
travelling up to

2 km on E-W Metro B
710 fornext 3 © 230 for 10km to i
km to § km 16,5 km or end-to-end
-720 for 5 km to 10 km
> Total 186 services 9 am to noon
when last leg > At 10-min gap from
is added noon to 430 pm
> Peak-hour = > At 8-min gap
frequency | =0 from 430 pm
8 minutes f—\ to8pm
> E-W Metro to » At 15-min gap
run 7 days a week from 8 pm to 9.40 pm
> Trains will run » Should take 32
at 15-minute gap mins to cover 166 km
till 9 am fram Sec V to
» At 8-min gap from Howrah Maidan
YELLOW LINE

© Pay ¥30 from Airport  Kalighat (Blue Line)
10 Dakshineswar (Blue %50 from Airport
Line) 1o Howrah Stn (Blue
© 7240 from Airport to  Line and Green Line)

The station (top L) of the 7km Noapara-Airport stretch, the

that is set to connect with Howrah

station (above L) via Esplanade on Friday & (above R) a file picture

| ORANGE LINE |
© 35 (rom Beleghata © 710 from
(Metropolitan) to @ Beleghata to
Barun Sengupta Ruby (Hemanta
(Science City) Mukhnudhyayl
Sealdah Metro station (t
*320 from Beleghata to New e
Garia (Kavi Subhash) of the Orange Line operations

cln’sdeepest ventilntion shaftand In
dia's deepost metro station inside
Howruh rallway station, wnong
other inmovations.

But. the excitement seemed lost
on the residents living in the VIP
township, who have been waiting
sinee 2009 for the project to e aver,

“The last leg’s commissioning
will eompletely changs the way the
city commutes. Two major railw:
stations will be linked, F-W Metrn
running in its entirety also trans-

forms Esplanude into o mega transit
hub," said Manaj Kumar Krishinap-
pu, director and head of Hitachi Rail
STSTndiaTad, which has been execu-
ting Bast-West Metro's sipnalling
and telecammunication sinee Sept

Hours before the 6. 7km Noapara-
Alfrport corridor, or the Yellow Line,
was Mnally given the green signal
and Kolkata Metro was set to connect
Lo tha atrport for (he Nrst thne, resi-
dents like Parvati Saikia wholives in

did, it took me more than
an hour even after
taking the East-West
Metro till Esplanade.
Now it will be a breeze
Rakhi Chatterjee | nowian
MADAN BESIDENT,
-

All my life | avoided going to
Sector V. Sometimes when |

S city s getting its
metro-airport
connectivity. Cab
drivers can't harass
fiyers or locals in the ¢
area anymore

Sanetra Paul | ouv ouy
CANTONMENT RESIDENT,

YHLACW Line
U ML 3

(=3 Itis great to know that the

that will be extended till Metropolitan

4 PG accommodation on Hozra Rond
cauld harely suppressed her exoile-
ment. "As an executive in a truvel
campany, T travel to various parts of
India, I was waiting for the airport
metro link ever sinee Tshifted to Kol-
kata from Delhi. The Yellow Line co-
ming into existenee not only allows
faster travel, avoiding traffic snaris.
hut it also makes 1 easier for me to go
home (Guwahati), cutting down city
Transportalion costs aubstantially 1
can travel to the airpert from J D

e Karmaboridy Mhantrin, Magth Serenota b Jupmns Cosmmni: orashicn: Wowl Chsksaborsy & Olarker Clisnts

Metro has decided to suspend
the Blue Line’s special night
metro service on Friday

Pk for just Rs 40 instead of having
1o fark oul Rs 600 on A cab ride,” the
33 yeur-old sald. The sume tare appli
@810 a ride from airport 1o Kalighat

“Thelow costof travel toany part
of theeity on the melro is the biggest
attruction of new airport line,” said
AK Dasgupta, a retived engineer of
Metro,

Theclty salso gettinga (hird line

the 44km Ruby-Metropolitan (Be-
Teghatastation)ar the Orange Line's
Phasell

the airport was long

ensure comfort

and environment-friendly

travel

Priyanjoli Baidya | sur ks

ALSIDINT, LSLS YELOW LING

@ Now we can be on par with
first X Delhi. The metro extension to

needed. It will save time
and money. Metro will

problem a little

BARASAT RESUENT, USES
AN L

| need to travel to Ruby dally

and it is a real pain to change
buses to reach my
destination. The extension
to Metropolitan will
ease the commute

Beleghata station.
The stations were
lying ready for
service for far
too long

Pritam Garal |
METROPOLITAN RESIDENT,
UARS DRANGE LN

Brishti Bhattacharjee |

Looking forward to
the extension to
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Metro on track
for surge in
passengers

DEBRAJ MITRA AND
SAMARPITA BANERJEE

Calcutta: Metro Rallway is
bracing for a massive jump in
footfall with three new corri-
dors set to open on Friday. The
Metro network’s total carry-
ing capacity will more than
double as new stretches on
the Green, Orange, and Yellow
Lines are opened to the public.
On Friday evening, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
is scheduled to inaugurate
three sections: Esplanade to
Sealdah (2.45km), completing
the 16.6Kkm Green Line; Noapa-
ra to Jai Hind Bimanbandar/
airport (6.77km) on the Yellow
Line; and Ruby to Beleghata
(4.39km) on the Orange Line.
Passenger services on
these sections will begin on
Friday and Monday, sald
Metro officlals.
Green Line (Howrah
Maldan to Sector V):
Commercial operations start:
After 6pmon Friday
Timings: 6.30am t0 10.19pm
Orange Line (New Garla to
Beleghata):
Services begin: Monday

Timings: 8am to0 8.28pm
Yellow Line (Noapara to Jai
Hind Bimanbandar):
Services begin: Monday
Timings: 7.58am to 8.10pm

Capacity set to soar

Once operational, the com-
bined carrying capacity across
the three corridors — Green,
Orange, and Yellow — willbe 9
lakh passengers a day, officlals
estimate.

Currently, truncated sec-
tions of the Green Line (How-
rah Maidan-Esplanade and
Sealdah-Sector V) handle less
than 1 lakh. “With full Green
Line operations, we expect at
least 6 lakh dally passengers
on this corridor alone,” an of-
ficlal said.

The Blue Line (Shahid
Khudiram to Dakshineswar)
serves over 6 lakh daily.

Pressure points

The busiest Metro hubs are
expected to be Sealdah, How-
rah, and Esplanade. Managing
peak-hour crowds will be a
major challenge, officials said.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8 p

[ e ,£

Preparations underway at Esplanade station for PM Modi’s
visit to inaugurate three Metro sections on Friday

Metro
surge

p FROM PAGE 7

At Sealdah, the Metro station
has 29 ticket counters, but
only about five are typical-
ly operational during peak
hours. “We will have to open
additional counters depend-
ing on passenger flow,” said
an official.

There are 32 automatic
fare collection (AFC) gates at

Preparations underway at
Sealdah Metro station on the
eve of the PM’s visit. (PTI)

Sealdah, but only a fraction
have been in use. From Friday,
more will be activated.

Howrah station has 30
ticket counters and 24 AFC
gates, which will also be oper-
ated based on crowd volume,
officials said.

At Esplanade, the inter-
change between the Green and
Blue Lines, smooth passenger
switchover will be crucial. “We
will have signage and staff in
place. Additional gates and
more ticket counters will also
beoperational,” said a Metro of-
ficial. “But how things play out
will only be clear in the coming
days,” the officlal added.

Faster commutes

The Green Line connects
Howrah and Sealdah, two of
the country’s busiest raflway
stations, reducing commute
time between them to just 11
minutes. “Both stations are
connected to the railway sta-
tions. That means the load of
the suburban railway passen-
gers who access Metro servic-
es will now rise significantly,”
the official sald.

Currently, many suburban
passengers from Howrah use
the Metro to reach Esplanade,
then take a bus to Sealdah.
From Friday, they can reach
Sealdah directly by Metro—a
major relief duringpeak hours.

“It's hard to predict exact
numbers now. We’ll have
a clearer idea after about a
month of full-scale opera-
tions,” said an official.
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14 EXTRA KM FOR METRO A GIANT LEAP FOR I(OLI(ATA

When PM Narendra Modi inaugurates
three Metro sections on Friday, Kolkata
will get 14km of new metro tracks, the
largest addition to its network since
inception, transforming the way the city
commutes. TOI gives you a low-down on
the upcoming interlocked grid

SECTIONS TO BE INAUGURATED
[LEETATTE (East-West Metro) |

2.6km Sealdah-Esplanade

YELLOW LINE PHASE | | 7km Noapara-
Airport

ORANGE LINE PHASE Il JEX TG00

Metropolitan (Beleghata stn)

MOST IMPACT | E-W METRO

> Is the most advanced, technology-driven
commute link in the city

> Has India’s 1st under-river metro tunnel.
The 520m twin tunnel is 30m below Hooghly

> Under construction since 2009, it faced
several sethbacks during tunnelling in the fragile
and subsidence-prone Bowbazar stretch

> Launching of the 2.6km Sealdah-Esplanade
section will complete the 16.6km link between
Sector V and Howrah Maidan. It will take 32
minutes to cover the entire corridor

> Will link 2 of India’s busiest rail stations,
Howrah and Sealdah. Travel time 11 mins

> Will intersect North-South Metro (Blue
Line) at Esplanade

> Daily ridership is likely to skyrocket to over
7 lakh per day from 1 lakh now

DECKED UP FOR D-DAY: The airport metro statlon. 13m below the C|ty s airport,
ready to host VIPs and officials for the inauguration on Friday

FIRST AIRPORT LINK
YELLOW LINE PHASE |

> Spans 7km from Noapara to
Airport

> Has 4 stations — Noapara,
Dum Dum Cantonment, Jessore
Road, Jai Hind (airport)

> Hub station built 13m below
NSCB airport

BYPASS BONANZA
ORANGE LINE PHASE Il

> Will now cover 10km from New Garia to
Metropolitan (Beleghata stn)

> Has 4 new stations — VIP Bazar, Ritwik Ghatak
(Topsia), Barun Sengupta (Science
City) and Beleghata (Metropolitan)

> Line to eventually span 29km
from New Garia to Airport
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Elevator logjam worry for flyers
taking metro ride to Kol alrport

Subhro.Niyogi
@timesofindia.com

Kolkata: Passengers who ta-
ke the metro to the airport to
then board aflight will have to
queue up for elevator before
exit gate No. 1A at the arrival
level to move to the departure
level before entering the ter-
minal. The elevator is situa-
tedaround 40 mfrom the point
where commuters exit the Jai
Hind airport metro station.
There will be no such issue for
flyersexitingtheairporttobo-
ard the metro.

While the queue before the
arrival level elevator will be
manageable if the flyer count
thatarrives by metro isfew, of-
ficials admit concern about a
logjam if a large number of
passengers flying out of air-
port start using metro. The
elevator has a capacity of 17
people and a maximum we-
ightlimit of 1,564 kg.

An official said there are
plans to create a separate ent-
rance for flyers arriving by
metrototravel todeparturele-

The elevator (R) is Iocted around 40 m from the pomt (L) where commutersemt alrport metro station

vel after entering terminal
through anew gateatthe start
of the terminal. A new ex-
press security check portal
with baggage X-ray machines
is also proposed. Putting this
infrastructure in place will be
time-consuming and require
regulatory clearances. Air-
port officials are also looking
at an alternative: allowing
metro passengers to use two
escalators and an elevator
that exist in arrival lobby. An

entrance hastobe created bet-
ween exit gates 3C and 4A to
access them, which will take
passengers up to departure
lobby near gate 3C. “Passage
from the gate to the escalator
has to be cordoned off with
glass panels to segregate de-
parting passengers from tho-
se thatarrive,” he said.

The new entrance will re-
quire deployment of additio-
nal CISF personnel for access
control. DigiYatra gates may

be installed later.

An airport official said
creating a two-level escalator
with alanding in between out-
side the northern end of ter-
minal building and close to
entrance and exit to the tun-
nel leading to airport station
would have been more conve-
nient. A Metro official said,
“Earlier there was a proposal
to install an escalator for air-
port’sdepartureaccess. It was
later shelved.”
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As 2 E-W stretches unite, engineers
tunnel through Bowbazar challenges

Ajanta.Chakraborty@timesofindia.com

Kolkata: The East-West Metro has en-
dured numerous setbacks, but the gra-
vest challenge for engineers surroun-
dedal-kmradiusin Bowbazar’s bylanes
with the epicentre at Durga Pituri Lane
that witnessed three incidents of subsi-
dence.

The latest subsidence was on Sept 5,
2024 when 50 residents were displaced
from six buildings.

That incident was nothing compa-
red to the first disaster on Aug 31, 2019,
when TBM Chandi struck a sand aqui-
fer, triggering a cave-in. Over 700 resi-
dents were rendered homeless as buil-
dings collapsed or developed cracks.
The tally of affected buildings now
stands around 100. Of the over 800 dis-
placed individuals, around 400 continue

LOOKING BACK

Problems: KMRC and ITD had to

deal with subsidence issues across a
1-km radius. The soil was porous from
Nirmal Chunder Street to BB Ganguly

St. In Aug 2019, Chandi hit an aquifer,
causing subsidence. In Oct 2022, another
subsidence happened while building a
cross passage at Madan Dutta Lane

Solutions: Extensive chemical grouting
was done around the cave-in zone. Twin
TBM Urvi completed the east-bound
tunnel, u-turned to DP Lane to finish
the rest of west-bound tunnel. A TBM
retrieval shaft was built at DP Lane

living in flats leased by project ITD-ITD
Cementation.
“Uniting the two E-W stretches requ-

ired extensive chemical grouting in the
Bowbazar cave-in zone. Soil reinforce-
ment wascarried outformonths,” recal-
led an engineer. Even after the east-bo-
und tunnel became functional, work
continued on the west-bound tunnel.

With TBM Chandi lost in the tunnel
disaster, hen tunnelling recommenced
in Feb 2020, it was the other TBM Urvi
that was used to tunnel to Sealdah and
then reverse towards DP Lane after ret-
rieving the scrapped Chandi through a
shaft. The tunnelling was completed in
May 2021. When things appeared to belo-
oking up, two more subsidence inci-
dents happened on May 11 and Oct 14,
2022.

This forced KMRC to drop the three
proposed cross passages in the cave-in
zone and replace them with a passenger
evacuation shaft at Durga Pituri Lane.
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EKDIN (KOLKATA EDITION), 22-08-2025, PAGE: 2

KOLKATA METRO'S HALF-CENTURY JOURNEY: FROM SLOW
BEGINNINGS TO RAPID PROGRESS

Kolkata Metro, India’s first Metro (1984), had very slow growth for
decades with limited expansion. Since 2014, after being declared a
National Project, work and funding increased rapidly. Several new
corridors like East-West, Joka—Taratala, Noapara—Dakshineswar, and New
Garia—Airport have started. Once delayed, it is now expanding fast into a
multi-corridor network and set to become one of the country’s largest

transport systems.
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8) HEADLINE: LAST-MILE CONNECTIVITY: ROUTE REJIG

LIKELY FOR AUTOS

THE TIMES OF INDIA (KOLKATA EDITION) DT.22-08-2025, PAGE: 2

Last-mile connectivity:
Route rejig likely for autos

Krishnendu Bandopadhyay &
Dwaipayan Ghosh | Tnn

Kolkata: The opening of
three new metro alignments
is set to change the way com-
muters travel in Kolkata.

Now, transport depart-
ment officials and auto
unions are working on re-
configuring routes so that
autos will run perpendicu-
lar to the Metro corridors,
instead of having a parallel
run. Several buses that cur-
rently terminate at Sealdah
are being directed to extend
their services to Salt Lake
and New Town to reduce
commuter bottlenecks. “Au-
tos willremain the mainstay
of last-mile connectivitys,”
said Sibaji Sinha, a local au-
to-unionleader at Dum Dum
Cantonment, where multi-
ple auto and e-rickshaw rou-
tes converge with the
Sealdah-Bongaon suburban
railline.

Routeslike Nager Bazar—
Jessore Road and Noapara-
~Tobin Road are likely to un-

Transport department and auto unions are working on re-configuring

e

routes so that autos will run perpendicular to the metro corridors

dergo reconfiguration. Me-
anwhile, autos plying from
Dum Dum Cantonment to
Airport and Birati signalled
they will continue opera-
ting, citing their role in con-
necting inner neighbourho-
odsandbypassing congested
arterial roads.

In south and central Kol-
kata, autos along Tangra
and Beleghata are eyeing
operations from the upco-
ming Beleghata Metro sta-
tion. However, traffic police
have ruled out direct cros-
sings of the EM Bypass until
a foot overbridge (FOB) be-

comes operational. “Only
Metropolitan crossing will
beallowed.Itisimpossibleto
permit autos to cross over
until proper pedestrian and
traffic infrastructure is
ready,” said a senior traffic
officer.

In the Burrabazar-Seal-
dah stretch, autos running
along MG Road are expected
to continue serving Metro
passengers.

The transport depart-
ment has also urged app-ba-
sed mobility operators to re-
calibrate their feeder servi-
cesaround the new stations.
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BARTAMAN (KOLKATA EDITION), 22-08-2025, PAGE: 11

‘FREEDOM FROM BUS-SHUTTLE', RELIEF FOR PASSENGERS

After years of waiting, Kolkata’s new Metro lines have finally brought relief
to daily commuters. People like Mukul from Howrah and Moumita from
Narendrapur now find it easier, cheaper, and faster to reach Salt Lake and
Sector 5 without relying on crowded buses or costly shuttles. With
Beleghata and the airport connected, many feel their struggles are over.
Authorities say over 9 lakh people will benefit every day, as travel time is
cut drastically and journeys become more comfortable.
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Final preps
keep senior
officials busy

Kolkata: Officials of Metro
Railway, KMRC, and RVNL
were busy making last-minu-
tearrangements on Thursday
for the metro inaugurations.
OnFriday,PM Narendra Modi
will flag off three new metro
lines.

Metro Railway general
manager P Uday Kumar Red-
dy and other officials stayed
put at the Jessore Road metro
station, from where the PM is
scheduled toflagoff thetrains
between Noapara and Jai
Hind (airport), take a train ri-
detotheairport,andreturnto
Jessore Road. At the same ve-
nue, the PM will virtually
launch  Esplanade-Sealdah
section.

PM will also launch the
Orange Line’s Phase II virtu-
ally KMRC officials were seen
at the Sealdah metro station
from where a train, MR-610,
will chug out of the westbo-
und tunnel toward Esplanade
station as the PM virtually
flags off the section. The
RVNL officials were busy set-
ting up the Beleghata station
at Metropolitan. Tn

................................................
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Modi to land
at4pm,
head to

Jessore Rd

MLONALISA CHAUDHURI
AND DEBRAJ MITRA

Calcutta: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi 1s scheduled
to flag off three Metro links
during his visit to the city on
Friday. A low-down of his itin-
erary and possible traffic dis-
ruptions:

Arrival: Modi 1s scheduled to
arrive at the airport at4pm.
Metro Rallway event: Modi
is expected to reach Jessore
Road Metro station by road
around 4.15pm and flag off
Metro services between
Noapara and Jail Hind Biman-
bandar stations.

A rallway official said the
two other Metro links — be-
tween Ruby-Beleghata and
Sealdah-Esplanade — will also
be inaugurated by Modi at Jes-
sore Road station.

Modi is scheduled to take a
Metro ride from Jessore Road
station to Jai Hind Biman-
bandar station and return by
4.35pm.

After this, he is scheduled
to go to Central Jail Ground,
Dum Dum, to lay the founda-
tion stones for several gov-
ernment projects. Then, he is
scheduled to hold a non-gov-
ernment public meeting be-
tween 5.30pm and 6.15pm,
near the Dum Dum venue.

He is expected to reach the

airport by 6.30pm and depart
for Delhi.
Traffic alert: Police said
stretches of Jessore Road,
Belgachia Road, and VIP Road
could face temporary con-
gestion, depending on Modi's
travel route.
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ANANDABAZAR PATRIKA (KOLKATA EDITION), 22-08-2025, PAGE: 8

SEVENTEEN OF THE THREE METRO LINES

Noapara—Airport Metro 6.77 km link gives direct airport access from
Howrah and suburban with fares starting X5, Noapara—Airport X20.
Esplanade—Sealdah 2.45 km stretch connects East—West Metro from
Howrah Maidan to Sector V, full line 16.6 km, 30 mins end-to-end, fares
X10-40. New Garia—Ruby line extended 4.39 km to Beleghata, improving
EM Bypass travel, fare about X35.
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11)HEADLINE: FACILITY CREATED FOR 9L ADDITIONAL
COMMUTERS

THE STATESMAN (KOLKATA EDITION) DT.22-08-2025, PAGE: 3

Facility created for 9L additional
commuters

Kolkata: Kolkata, the city that introduced Metro services
to India, is now entering a new era of connectivity. Soon,
with openings and augmentation of three new lines, nearly
9.15 lakh passengers can travel by Kolkata Metro every day.
This change is being powered by 366 new Metro train
services across three sections, designed to provide faster
and more regular travel. On 22 August, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will inaugurate three new stretches of the
Metro network — the 2.45 km Esplanade to Sealdah section
of the Green Line, the 6.77 km Noapara to Jai Hind Airport
section of the Yellow Line and the 44 km Hemanta
Mukhopadhyay to Beleghata section of the Orange Line. He
will also flag off three Metro trains on these lines.
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MORNING INDIA (KOLKATA EDITION) DT.22-08-2025, PAGE: 7

Facility created for 9 Lakh additional Commuters
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MI News Service, Kolkata
: Kolkata, the city that in-
troduced Metro services to
India, is now entering a new
era of connectivity. Soon,
with openings and augmen-
tation of three new lines,
nearly 9.15 lakh passengers
can travel by Kolkata Metro
every day. This change is
being powered by 366 new
Metro train services across
three sections, designed to
provide faster and more reg-
ular travel.

On 22 August, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi will in-
augurate three new stretch-
es of the Metro network
— the 2.45 km Esplanade to
Sealdah section of the Green
Line, the 6.77 km Noapara
to Jai Hind Airport section
of the Yellow Line and the
4.4 km Hemanta Mukho-
padhyay to Beleghata sec-
tion of the Orange Line. He

will also flag off three Metro
trains on these lines.

The Green Line will see
the biggest benefit with ser-

Metro Gift to Kolkata

vices increasing to 186. The
Orange Line will now run
60 services while the Yellow
Line will operate 120. With
more trains running, wait-
ing times will come down
and overcrowding will ease.

Green Line — Esplanade to
Sealdah (2.45 km)

This stretch will be a
huge relief for the city. To-
day it takes 40 to 45 min-
utes by road to travel be-
tween Howrah and Sealdah,
two of the busiest railway
terminals. With the Metro,
the journey will now take
only 11 minutes. For lakhs
of daily commuters, this
time-saving will feel like a

blessing.

Yellow Line — Noapara to
Jai Hind Airport (6.77 km)

Getting to the airport will
now be quicker and more
comfortable. Domestic and
international  passengers,
airline staff and airport
workers will all benefit from
a fast, safe and convenient
ride. With an interchange at
Dum Dum Cantonment, pas-
sengers will also get direct
connectivity to the rest of
the city and major railway
stations. The journey from
Esplanade to the airport will
take only 30 minutes.

Orange Line - Hemanta
Mukhopadhyay to Belegha-
ta (4.4 km)

This extension connects
Science  City, hospitals,
schools and business hubs.
Passenger numbers here
are expected to double. The
journey from Beleghata to
Kavi Subhash will now take
only 32 minutes, making
travel between South and
East Kolkata much easier.

These new Metro lines will
not only benefit Kolkata but
also passengers from North
24 Parganas and South 24
Parganas. Journeys that ear-
lier took hours will now be
completed in minutes, mak-
ing travel across the city fast-
er, easier and smoother than
ever before.
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How Kolkata Metro's 3 New Lines
Will Be A Gamechanger. Details Here

With three new Metro stretches and the addition of 366 new train services, the Kolkata Metro will now accommodate
over 9.15 lakh daily passengers, a giant leap in urban transport.

India News e 2 min read

1 1 Green Line: 16 services daily
2+ Yellow Line: 120 services

3 1 Omnge Line: 6 services

e { »
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12) HEADLINE: KOLKATA METRO ANNOUNCES TIMETABLE
FOR THREE NEW METRO ROUTES

INDIAN INFO EXCHANGE (KOLKATA EDITION) DT.22-08-2025, PAGE: 2

Kolkata Metro Announces Timetable for Three New Metro Routes

Kolkata, 21 August: The Kolkata
Metro Rail Corporation has unveiled
the official timetable for three new
metro routes, marking a significant
milestone in the city’s public trans-
portation infrastructure. The an-
nouncement comes as part of a broader
initiative to enhance urban mobility,
reduce traffic congestion, and provide
faster, more efficient connectivity for
residents and commuters in Kolkata.

The newly introduced routes are
expected to serve densely populated
areas, connecting key residential, com-
mercial, and industrial hubs across the
city. The metro authority confirmed
that the new services would operate at
regular intervals, ensuring convenient
travel for passengers during peak and
off-peak hours. The introduction of
these routes represents a strategic ef-
fort to expand the metro network and
accommodate the growing demand for
rapid urban transit.

Officials stated that the three new
routes have been designed to comple-
ment the existing metro network while
providing direct links to areas previ-
ously underserved by public trans-

portation. Detailed timetables have
been prepared, taking into account pas-
senger flow, peak travel hours, and in-
tegration with other modes of
transport, such as buses and suburban
trains. Commuters can expect trains to
run frequently, with shorter waiting

times and improved scheduling relia-
bility.

The announcement has been wel-
comed by city residents, particularly
office-goers, students, and daily com-
muters, who anticipate reduced travel
times and greater convenience. The
metro authority has also emphasized
that safety protocols and operational
efficiency have been prioritized, with

modern signaling systems, trained
staff, and stringent maintenance rou-
tines ensuring smooth functioning of
the new routes.

Transport analysts highlighted
that the expansion of the metro net-
work is a crucial step in alleviating
Kolkata’s chronic traffic congestion.
By offering reliable and faster alterna-
tives to road transport, the metro sys-
tem is expected to reduce the reliance
on private vehicles, lower pollution
levels, and enhance overall urban mo-
bility. The new routes are also ex-
pected to stimulate economic activity
in the areas they serve, providing im-
proved access to businesses, educa-
tional institutions, and commercial
centers.

In addition to operational details,
the metro authority has launched a
public awareness campaign to famil-
iarize commuters with the new routes,
station locations, and train schedules.
Information desks, digital displays,
and online platforms have been up-
dated to provide accurate guidance, en-
suring that passengers can plan their
journeys efficiently.
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13) HEADLINE: JOY TO THE CITY OF JOY: PM MODI'S METRO
GIFT, CONNECTING KOLKATA FROM HEART TO HEART

THE INDIAN EXPRESS (KOLKATA EDITION) DT.22-08-2025, PAGE: 16

Joy to the City of Joy: PM Modi’s Metro Gift. Connecting
Kolkata from Heart to Heart A Bond That Began in 1984 Kolkata and
the Metro share a bond that began decades ago. In 1984, when India’s first
Metro ran in this very city, it was not just a transport system, it was a
moment of pride. Generations grew up with that pride, watching the Metro
become part of their everyday stories. But as the city expanded, the dream
of a wider, faster network often felt incomplete. Roads got busier, traffic
grew worse, and especially during Durga Puja, one phrase was on
everyone’s lips: “uff... jam!” A Festive Gift for Kolkata This Pujo, that story
will change before Maa Durga arrives, Prime Minister Narendra

Modi will give Kolkata a festive gift of 13.62 km of new Metro connectivity,
including three important stretches:

* Green Line (Esplanade—Sealdah)

* Yellow Line (Noapara—Jai Hind Bimanbandar)

* Orange Line (Hemanta Mukhopadhyay—Beleghata)

For the City of Joy, this will not only be about trains and tracks, it will be
about people and emotions. Families will reunite sooner, friends will meet
more often and pandal-hopping will become easy and stress-free. Devotion
will flow freely without being trapped in traffic.
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14)HEADLINE: INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATIONSAT
METRO RAILWAY

THE TIMES OF INDIA (KOLKATA EDITION) DT.22-08-2025, PAGE: 2

Independence Day celebrations

At Metro Railway

7 P Uday Kumar Reddy,
Y general manager, Metro
= Railway unfurled the na-
| tional flag at Metro Rail
~| Bhavan and inspected
1 the parade of Metro RPF.
In his address, the GM
{ spoke about the achieve-
| ments of Metro Railway
in various sectors. He
has informed that very
% soon Metro would reach
| new destinations and im-
prove standard of living
74 of many more people.
Reddy highlighted the
excellent performance
of Metro Railway — it
carried 21.81 crore passengers during the period April
2024 to March 2025, which is 13.30 per cent higher than the
previous year. During the current financial year 2025-26
(upto July 2025), Metro Railway has earned ¥ 124.21 crore
which is 3.55 per cent higher than the previous year’s fig-
ure. Apart from this, he also mentioned that more Metro
commuters have been using digital payment mode. Metro
Railway digital passenger earnings during 2024-25 were
¥ 78.11 crore, which has been 23.65 per cent of its total
passenger earnings.
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UNION OPPOSES MOVE

Railway Board frames norms
to re-hire retired loco pilots

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Railway
Board has framed norms to re-
hire former loco pilots and assis-
tant loco pilots in pursuance of
its policy to re-engage retired
employees on a contractual basis
and reduce the number of vacant
posts.

According to the norms, the
loco pilots and assistant loco
pilots re-hired would be engaged
only for shunting and siding of
locomotives and not for any main
line train movement.

The loco pilot union has,
however, opposed the move
and demanded that the Board
expedite the recruitment process
instead of re-engaging retired
employees.

Referring to its re-employ-
ment policy issued in June, the
Railway Board, in an August 19
circular, said, “On account of
accurate shortage of loco pilots,

assistant loco pilots (both diesel
and electric) and train managers,
re-engagement of retired loco
pilots and assistant loco pilots
(both diesel and electric) and
train manager is permitted as
per guidelines issued.

It said, “Such re-engaged run-
ning staff should be utilised for
only shunting operations and
siding work. They should not
be used for any mainline move-

ment in any case. Re-engaged
staff must have the requisite fit-
ness for the medical category of
the post against which re-engage-
ment is done”

The Board’s circular stated
that such retired running staff will
be utilised under rostered duties
in accordance with the Railway
Servants (Hours of Employment)
Rules of 2005, following stan-
dard duty hours for running staff

» The loco pilot union
has demanded that
the Board expedite
the recruitment process
instead of re-engaging
retired employees

» The union has decided
to organise protest
demonstrations at all
lobbies on August 27

working, which is 48 hours per
week. “After re-engagement, rel-
evant refresher and learning road
has to be ensured before deploy-
ment,” it said.

Officials said the Railway
Board has, of late, introduced
several benefits for loco pilots,
and a big recruitment process is
already going on to overcome the
shortage in the long run.

“Loco pilots and assistant loco

pilots who have been engaged for
shunting and siding work will be
brought on the main line, and
retired running staff will be put
in for such works. This will ensure
the operational safety of trains,’
an official said.

However, the loco pilot union
has opposed the move.

“The recruitment of assis-
tant loco pilots through the Rail-
way Recruitment Board has been
moving at a snail’s pace as more
than 20 months have passed since
the notification was issued by the
authorities concerned, but the
recruitment process is still half-
way, said KC James, the secretary
general of the All India Loco Run-
ning Staff Association,

He added, “The re-appoint-
ment is against the workers as
well as the youth. It delays the
promotion opportunity of work-
ers while denying jobs to the
youth. It will also ruin the work
culture”
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Approval given for doubling of
Bikaner to Lalgarh railway line

DOI CORRESPONDENT

21 Auguat: Shri Ashwini Vaishnav,
Hon'ble Railway Minister provided
information to Shri Arjun Ram
Meghwal, Hon'ble Minister of Law
and Justice (Independent Charge)*

*Rapid and smooth rail trans-
port will get momentum*

*Line capacity will increase,
operation of more trains will be
possible*

Approval has been given for
doubling of 11.08 km rail route
from Bikaner East Cabin to Lal-
garh, an important railway route of
North Western Railway. Shri Ash-
wini Vaishnav, Hon'ble Minister of
Railways, Information and Broad-
casting, Electronics, Information
Technology, Government of India,
has given a gift to the people of the
region by approving this important
project for Bikaner.

The doubling work of Bikaner
East Cabin-Lalgarh, 11.08 km rail-
way route has been approved at a
cost of Rs 278.63 crore. Due to
doubling of this route, the line ca-
pacity will increase and more trains
can be operated and the speed of
trains will also increase. Doubling
of this railway line will help in
transporting more goods and will
boost business activities in the re-
gion.

A large number of tourists visit
Bikaner's Junagarh, Gajner Fort,
Deshnok Temple and Camel Safari

every year. The National Camel Re-
search Centre in Bikaner is also a
centre of attraction. The interna-
tional border with Pakistan also
falls near Khajuwala in Bikaner
district, due to which this region is
also strategically important. Dou-
bling of this railway line will in-
crease employment opportunities
related to tourism and will also fa-
cilitate movement of soldiers. Also,
only 1 line is available for move-
ment of trains from outside on 6
platforms at Bikaner station, now
due to doubling, availability of 2
lines from Bikaner to Lalgarh will
remain.
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Major Capacity Expansion: Pakur-Gumani to Get 4th Line

MI News Service, Delhi:
The Ministry of Railways has
approved the construction of
a 4th line between Pakur and
Gumani (18.48 km) at an esti-
mated cost of ¥343.98 crore.
The project is proposed un-
der the umbrella work for
multi-tracking/flyover/bypass
lines for capacity augmenta-
tion during 2024-25 and is
going to significantly bene-
fit the major thermal power
plants, the Guru Hargobind
Thermal Plant and Ghatam-
pur Thermal Power Station
in the region.

The Pakur-Gumani stretch
forms a crucial part of the
Khana-Rampurhat-Guma-
ni-Barharwa section, which
accommodates both passen-
ger and freight traffic. With
the recent sanctioning of
additional lines in adjoining
sections, the corridor has
emerged as a vital freight
artery in the region. The line
capacity utilization of the
Pakur-Gumani double line
is presently oversaturated.
Hence, this necessitates the
requirement of construction
of a 4th line.

The project will signifi-
cantly enhance freight move-
ment, particularly for coal
traffic. With the development

of the Godda-Pakur/Nagar
Nabi coalfields, rail traffic
of nearly 41 MTPA is expect-
ed to be generated by 2030.
Around 14 rakes of coal are
projected to move daily to-
wards major thermal power
plants including Guru Har-
gobind Thermal Plant and
Ghatampur Thermal Power
Station, with empty rakes
returning on this route. The
average interchange of goods
trains at Gumani station al-
ready exceeds 29 trains per
day in each direction, in ad-
dition to about 35 passenger
trains.

The proposed 4th line will
also facilitate the enhanced
movement of containers, pe-
troleum products, stone, and
dolomite, creating additional
capacity for both freight and
passenger services. The proj-
ect is expected to decongest
the corridor, reduce delays,
and strengthen operational
efficiency, thereby improving
service reliability.

With the sanction of the
4th Rail line, the Ministry of
Railways reaffirms its com-
mitment to enhancing Rail
infrastructure, decongesting
routes and strengthening
freight and passenger move-
ment for economic growth.
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Major capacity
expansion:
Pakur-Gumani
toget4thline

EOI CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI, AUG 21/--/
The Ministry of Railways
has approved the
construction of a 4th line
between Pakur and Gumani
(18.48 km) at an estimated
cost of ?343.98 crore. The
project is proposed under
the umbrella work for multi-
tracking/flyover/bypass
lines for capacity
augmentation during 2024-
25 and is going to
significantly benefit the
major thermal power plants,
the Guru Hargobind
Thermal Plant and
Ghatampur Thermal Power
Station in the region.

The Pakur-Gumani
stretch forms a crucial part
of the Khana-Rampurhat-
Gumani-Barharwa section,
which accommodates both
passenger and freight
traffic. With the recent
sanctioning of additional
lines in adjoining sections,
the corridor has emerged as
avital freight artery in the
region. The line capacity
utilization of the Pakur-
Gumani double line is
presently oversaturated.
Hence, this necessitates the
requirement of
construction of a 4th line.

The project will
significantly enhance
freight movement,
particularly for coal traffic.
With the development of
the Godda-Pakur/Nagar
Nabi coalfields, rail traffic
of nearly 41 MTPA is
expected to be generated by
2030. Around 14 rakes of
coal are projected to move
daily towards major
thermal power plants
including Guru Hargobind
Thermal Plant and
Ghatampur Thermal Power
Station, with empty rakes
returning on this route. The
average interchange of
goods trains at Gumani
station already exceeds 29
trains per day in each
direction, in addition to
about 35 passenger trains.
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Major Capacity Expansion:
Pakur—Gumani to Get 4th Line

DOI CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, 21 Auguat: The
Ministry of Railways has ap-
proved the construction of a 4th
line between Pakur and Gumani
(18.48 km) at an estimated cost
of ¥343.98 crore. The project is
proposed under the umbrella
work for multi-tracking/fly-
over/bypass lines for capacity
augmentation during 2024-25
and is going to significantly
benefit the major thermal power
plants, the Guru Hargobind
Thermal Plant and Ghatampur
Thermal Power Station in the
region.

The Pakur—Gumani stretch
forms a crucial part of the
Khana—Rampurhat—-Gumani-—
Barharwa section, which ac-
commodates both passenger and
freight traffic. With the recent
sanctioning of additional lines

in adjoining sections, the corri-
dor has emerged as a vital
freight artery in the region. The
line capacity utilization of the
Pakur—Gumani double line is
presently oversaturated. Hence,
this necessitates the require-
ment of construction of a 4th
line.

The project will signifi-
cantly enhance freight move-
ment, particularly for coal
traffic. With the development
of the Godda-Pakur/Nagar
Nabi coalfields, rail traffic of
nearly 41 MTPA is expected to
be generated by 2030. Around
14 rakes of coal are projected
to move daily towards major
thermal power plants includ-
ing Guru Hargobind Thermal
Plant and GhatampurThermal
Power Station, with empty
rakes returning on this route.
The average interchange of

goods trains at Gumani station
already exceeds 29 trains per
day in each direction, in addi-
tion to about 35 passenger
trains.

The proposed 4th line will
also facilitate the enhanced
movement of containers, petro-
leum products, stone, and
dolomite, creating additional
capacity for both freight and
passenger services. The project
is expected to decongest the
corridor, reduce delays, and
strengthen operational effi-
ciency, thereby improving serv-
ice reliability.

With the sanction of the
4th Rail line, the Ministry of
Railways reaffirms its commit-
ment to enhancing Rail infra-
structure, decongesting routes
and strengthening freight and
passenger movement for eco-
nomic growth.

|
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1) HEADLINE: MODI ATTACKS TRINAMOOL AHEAD OF
BENGAL VISIT FOR METRO CORRIDORS LAUNCH
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Modi attacks Trinamool
“ahead of Bengal visit for
- metro corridors launch

RohitKhanna@timesofindia.com

¢ Kolkata: PM Narendra Mo-
¢ di on Thursday, barely a few
¢ hours ahead of his scheduled
¢ visit to Bengal, took to X to
: flag the “increasing public
¢ anger against Trinamool
¢ Congress”. Modi, who will be
- onhisthirdvisittothestatein
. the last 12 weeks, also said
: that people were looking for-
¢ ward to BJP for its “develop-
¢ mentagenda”.

Sharpening his attack on

i TMCevenbeforereachingthe
¢ city, Modiposted: “Tam
i eager to be among
: Bengal BJP karyakar-
¢ tasatarallyinKolkata.
: With each passing day,
¢ public anger against
i TMC is increasing.
: West Bengal is eagerly loo-
: king towards BJP with hope
¢ because of our development
¢ agenda. The city for whose de-
: velopment we are resolute,
¢ coming to the people of Kol-
: kataisalwaysajoy forme.”

Inanother post, the PM sa-

:id: “Ttis always a delight to be
: among the people of Kolkata,
¢ acity whose development we
. are greatly committed to. Fri-
: day’s programmes in the city
¢ are mainly focused on con-
¢ nectivity. The metro services,

which will be flagged off, in-
clude Noapara-Jai Hind Bi-
manbandar, Sealdah-Espla-
nade and Beleghata-Hemanta
Mukhopadhyay routes. Con-
nectivity to and from the air-
port as well as the IT hub are-
as will be enhanced.”

On Wednesday, Bengal
BJP minder Amit Malviya
flagged how the Varanasi-
Kolkata Expressway in Beng-
al was stuck at the detailed
project report (DPR) stage,
although construction had
started in Uttar Pradesh,

- Bihar and Jharkhand.

Bengal BJP presi-
dent Samik Bhattacha-
ryasaid: “The New Ga-
ria-Sector V-Airport
Metro is stuck because
- ! a tiny 366m stretch at
Chingrighata remains in-
complete due to bureaucratic
hurdles. This delay hurts
lakhs of commuters, IT pro-
fessionals and airport pas-
sengers. It is time for urgent
intervention now.”

“Had the state govt exten-
ded its cooperation, the Pri-
me Minister could have even
inaugurated that portion this
time. It is evident that the
state govt wants to put hurd-
les on the path of develop-
ment,” Bhattacharyaadded.
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Modi’s

Bengal

pitch rides in
on a Metro

PRANESH SARKAR

Calcutta: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Thursday
claimed that Bengal's people
were bristling with anger at
Trinamool and looking to the
BJP as the alternative, setting
the tone for Friday’s meeting
with party workers on Calcut-
ta’s northern fringes.

“T am eager to be among
@BJP4Bengal Karyakartas
at a rally in Kolkata,” the
Prime Minister wrote on his
X handle.

“With each passing day,
public anger against the TMC
is increasing. West Bengal is
eagerly looking towards the
BJP with hope because of our
development agenda.”

During his Bengal visit on
Friday, Modl will inaugurate
three Metroservices in Calcut-
ta and address a BJP rally in
Dum Dum. His tweet makes it
clear how the BJP would pitch
its campaign ahead of next
summer’s Assembly polls.

“The Prime Minister has
made 1t clear that our party
will attack the ruling dis-
pensation in Bengal on two
counts — corruption and the
lack of development,” a BJP
insider said.

“He is expected to give a
clear direction to the state’s
BJP leaders and workers on
how to counter Trinamool
ahead of the 2026 polls.”

Modi's tweet comes amid
a torrent of Trinamool Con-
gress attacks on the BJP, on is-
sues such as 1its “Bengall pho-
bia” and its alleged efforts to
push in the “NRC through the
backdoor” via a special inten-
sive revision of electoral rolls.

F

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi

in Parliament on
Thursday. (Sansad TV via PT1)

“Now, the Prime Minis-
ter has hit back at Trinamool
on corruption; he has hit
them where 1t hurts,” a BJP
leader sald.

Modi said the Centre was
committed to Calcutta's devel-
opment. He said the three new
Metro routes would improve
connectivity with the air-
port and Sector V, the state’s
IT hub.

“It 1s always a delight to be
among the people of Kolkata,
a city whose development we
are greatly committed to,” he
posted on X.

“Tomorrow’s programmes
in the city are mainly focussed
on connectivity. The Metro
services, which will be flagged
off, include Noapara-Jai Hind
Bimanbandar, Sealdah-Espla-
nade and Beleghata-Hemanta
Mukhopadhyay routes. Con-
nectivity to and from the air-
portaswellasthe IT hub areas
will be enhanced.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5 b

PM visit
P FROM PAGE 1

BJP sources said that Modi
would also make it clear that
the Centre was committed to
developing Bengal as a whole.

While criticising Bengal’s
ruling party, however, Modi
did not once name chief min-
ister Mamata Banerjee.

Trinamool dismissed
Modi’s latest tweet.

“This is regular stuff;
there’s nothing new in it,”
party leader Kunal Ghosh told
reporters in Calcutta.
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Ahead of visit, PM targets
Mamata: ‘Public anger
against TMC increasing’

EXPRESS NEW SERVICE
KOLKATA, AUGUST 21

ON THE eve of his visit to West
Bengal to inaugurate three new
Metro lines and other develop-
mental projects, months ahead
of the Assembly elections in the
state, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday said that his
government was “greatly com-
mitted” to the development of
Kolkata.

Ina pointed attack on the TMC
government in the state, the PM
in a post on X: “With each pass-
ing day, public anger against the
TMCisincreasing. West Bengal is
eagerly looking towards the BJP
with hope because of our devel-
opment agenda.”

In his second visit to the state
in as many months, Modi is
scheduled to unveil a string of in-
frastructure projects worth over
Rs 5,200 crore and address a pub-
licrally in Dum Dum near Kolkata.
“Itisalways adelight tobe among
the people of Kolkata, a city whose
development we are greatly com-
mitted to. Tomorrow's pro-
grammes in the city are mainly fo-
cussed on connectivity. The Metro
services, which will be flagged off,
include Noapara-Jai Hind
Bimanbandar,

PM Narendra Modi has said
that his government was
“greatly committed” to the
development of Kolkata

Sealdah-Esplanade, and
Beleghata-Hemanta
Mukhopadhyay routes.
Connectivity to and from the air-
portas well as the [T hubareas will
be enhanced,” he posted on X.

He is scheduled to lay the
foundation stone for the 7.2 km-
long, six-lane elevated Kona
Expressway, a project valued at
over Rs 1,200 crore.

The expressway is expected
to significantly cut travel time be-
tween Howrah and the sur-
rounding rural areas, and
Kolkata, providing a major boost
to trade, commerce, and tourism.

The Prime Minister is sched-
uled toarrive at Dum Dum airport
at4 pm from Bihar, where he will
also inaugurate projects.
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ANGER AGAINST TRINAMOOL IS GROWING: MODI

PM Modi is visiting Bengal again, holding a rally at Dum Dum after
inaugurating multiple projects including new Metro routes and the Kona
Expressway. He attacked Trinamool over corruption while highlighting
BJP’s development plans. TMC hit back, accusing the Centre of
authoritarianism and failures, while CPM alleged Modi is using government
projects for political gain ahead of elections.
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TMC: Metro projects
delayed to allow PM

a ‘pre-poll photo-op’

Debashis.Konar
@timesofindia.com

Kolkata: Trinamool on
Thursday termed Narendra
Modi’s jibe at the party as a
“broken record” with “ab ki
baar” playing on loop since
the 2016 assembly polls in
Bengal and said the metro
projects set to be inaugura-
ted by him were deliberately
delayed only to allow a “pre-
poll photo-op”.

“The metro projects to be
inaugurated were conceptu-
alised and sanctioned by CM
Mamata Banerjee when she
was the Union railway mini-
ster. These projects were de-
layed only to allow PM Modi
a pre-election photo oppor-
tunity in Bengal. BJP only
wants foundation stones in
its name,” TMC spokesper-
son Kunal Ghosh said.

TMC seniorsand sources
aware of the developments
said the original metro
alignment was through Cen-
tral Avenue, but it was Ba-
nerjee as CM who asked rail-
ways to reorient it via BBD
Bag and Esplanade to link
Sealdah. Accordingly, thero-
ute wasreshaped and “for it,
state govt transferred its
funds share to the metro pro-

ject” asourcesaid.

On March 6, 2024, Modi
launched the metro link bet-
ween Howrah Maidan and
Esplanade stations. An offi-
cial said the PM would also
be inaugurating the stretch
between Beleghata and Hem-
anta Mukhopadhyay (Ruby),
like last March, when he in-
augurated the stretch betwe-
en Kavi Subhas and Heman-
ta Mukhopadhyay.

The official said Banerjee,
in her railway budget speech
of 2009-10, announced therou-

‘CONCEPTUALISED
BY MAMATA'

te between New Garia and
airport. She also announced
the proposed metro link bet-
ween Barasat and Noapara
connecting the airport. Now,
Modi will inaugurate the Noa-
paratoairportroute.

It was Banerjee who first
announced in her budget spe-
ech about setting up 50 world-
classrailway stations, and la-
ter in the 2010-11 budget, she
announced the setting up of
10 more world-class stations.
The 101 world-class stations
that are being developed now
are the results of her vision,
the official added.

74



METRO RAILWAY, KOLKATA
India’s First Metro

THE TELEGRAPH (KOLKATA EDITION) DT.22-08-2025, PAGE: 5

Mamata not to attend Modi show

‘Political’ blow
to federal spirit

MEGHDEEP
BHATTACHARYYA

Calcutta: The Trinamool
Congress on Thursday made
it clear that chief minister
Mamata Banerjee has decided
to skip Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi's Friday unveiling of
infrastructure projects worth
over 5,200 crore — including
three Metro services in Calcut-
ta —largely In protest against
the saffron regime’s alleged
Bengali-phobia.

Trinamool sources said
there were fears that Mama-
ta could be humiliated by the
BJPat the central event, which
has happened twice in recent
memory. But they added 1t did
not deter Mamata then. This
time, “linguistic apartheld”
against Indian Bengalis was
the main reason, In addition to
the Centre’s four-year “vindic-
tive economic blockade”.

Some other factors, they
said, were inadequate recogni-
tion of her contribution to the
Metro cause from her time as
the rallway minister of UPA II
and the special intensive revi-
sion (SIR) of the electoral roll.

“The economic blockade
has been wreaking havoc on
Bengal for years, and now
this anti-Bengal, antl-Bengall,
antl-Bengall language stand
of the BJP. In this scenario, it
1s Mamata Banerjee’s priori-
ty to protect Bengal's people
and pride,” sald Trinamool
state vice-president Jay
Prakash Majumdar.

“It will be Interesting to see
if the Prime Minister peppers
his speech, read off the tele-
prompter, with Bengall words
as he has done In the past. The
BJP’s declared stand now 1s
that there is nothing called the
Bengall language and those
who speak it are Bangladesh-
1s,” he said.

When told that other non-
NDA chief ministers — Ker-
ala’s Pinarayl Vijayan or Tamil
Nadu's M.K. Stalin — often

don’t skip central events relat-
ed to their states, Trinamool
leaders said the way Union
railway minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw invited Mamata
“with a routine letter” did not
godown well with her.

“All these projects were
planned and funded by her
originally when she was the
rallway minister. After years
of sluggish progress, they (the
BJP) are now hurrying to have
them inaugurated now to take
credit before the 2026 poll,” a
source said.

A Trinamool veteran in
the Assembly sald: “Remem-
ber what happened at Howrah
station (on December 30, 2022)
and Victoria Memorial (on
January 23, 2021)?" He was re-
ferring to Mamata being greet-
ed with taunts and belligerent
cries of “Jal Shri Ram” by BJP
workers In the audience at the
Centre’s events in Mod1’s pres-
ence. On December 30, 2022,
mindful that Modi (attending
virtually) had lost his mother
hours earlier, Mamata deltv-
ered her speech. On January
23, 2021, she refused in protest.

Bengal BJP chief Samik
Bhattacharya alleged that 43
railway projects in Bengal, In-
cluding the East-West Metro,
were delayed because of the
state’s non-cooperation and its
hands-off 1and policy.

“The invitation to the chief
minister was natural as the
BJP does not believe in the pol-
itics of exclusion. It has faith
in cooperative federalism.
Trinamool does not. Hence,
this response isn’t unexpected.

(But) her attendance would
have been desirable,” he said.

Bengal Congress said Mam-
ata should have gone for the
sake of democratic decency, but
called the decision theatrical.
“Thisisallanacttomislead peo-
ple. They (Trinamool and BJP)
are together behind the cur-
tains....,” said Congress spokes-
person Soumya Aich Roy. CPM
veteran Sujan Chakraborty sald
Mamata should have attended
the event but she did not want
to make a “public appearance”
with Modi.

A political observer sald
Mamata’s stance went against
Bengal’s interests. “Mama-
ta may not want to be seen
sharing a platform with Modi
because of her minority vote-
bank. But, such as attitude
does not help Bengal. She
could have publicly told Modl
about funds due to the state. It
could have helped Bengal and
hurt the BJP,” he saild.

However, political sclentist
Subhamoy Maitra said Mam-
ata wasn’'t making any elec-
toral mistake. The discourse
over Mamata not attending
this event did not matter to the
vast sections of voters — those
with little or nothing to do
with Metro services or Calcut-
ta— that she knew would back
her, he said. “She knows those
people whose lives would be
improved with what’s happen-
ing tomorrow (Friday) need
not be specifically attended to
by her government. She isn't
losing sleep over their opinion
of her. She has her priorities
set. Which is why she focuses
on persecuted migrant work-
ers, social security measures
such as Lakshmir Bhandar,
Durga Puja doles to clubs and
Amader Para, Amader Sama-
dhan,” he sald.

“Mamata has made invest-
ments In areas she deems nec-
essary, using taxpayer money,
some of which do help crores
of people. They remain elector-
ally Indebted to her,” he added.
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MAMATA BANERJEE STARTED THE DREAM JOURNEY OF METRO

Today PM Narendra Modi inaugurates three Kolkata Metro routes, but
their foundation was laid by Mamata Banerjee as Railway Minister. She
approved, funded, and even solved alignment issues like shifting the
junction to Esplanade. Many of these Metro projects are being opened in
phases though conceived in her tenure. As Railway Minister, Mamata also
initiated world-class station upgrades and numerous rail projects
that continue today.
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Displaced families wait to return home
as trains set to run below cave-in zone

Zeeshan.Jawed
@timesofindia.com

Kolkata: On Friday, asthe city
will celebrate the launch of
Metro services through the ve-
ry stretch where the East-West
line burrowed under Bowba-
zar, dozens of families will be
watching from a distance —
still barred from the homes
they were forced to leave over-
night. They are uncertain if
they will ever return to their
old houses.

Among them is 56-year-old
Anita Dutta. She still clutches
the keys to a house she was for-
ced to leave within a few minu-
tes. “They said it would just be
for a few days,” said Anita, sit-

The Durga Plturl Lane z ew

the houses once stood

ting in arented flat in Sealdah.
For her and more than 400
otherresidents, a few days tur-
ned into an exile of almost six
years. Like her, Sanjoy Sen was
preparing for dinner when

cracks started appearing on
the walls of his home on Aug
31, 2019. He and his family of
six left with only clothes they
were wearing. “My wife co-
uldn’t even turn off the gas,”

Bowbazar protest

everal peopledisplacedin

Bowbazar will holda
proteston Friday demanding
that metro keeps its promise
ontheirrehabilitation. They
have approached councillor
Biswarup Dey. Tnn

recalled Sanjay, who is still wa-
iting to return to his old home
from the small rented flat.
Many of the buildings are
propped up with wooden and
iron supports. “We continue to
live in fear,” said Raja Dasgup-
ta, a resident of Shyakrapara
Lane. Ganesh Sau's store did
not get damaged but business
hasnotremained the same.
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THE TELEGRAPH (KOLKATA EDITION) DT.22-08-2025, PAGE: 7

Trains suspended

B CALCUTTA: The special
Metro trains on the Blue
Line that depart from
Dum Dum and Shahid
Khudiram stations at
10.40pm every weekday
will remain suspended

on Friday.
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Suspension of special night Metro
service from Sahid Khudiram and

Dum Dum station in blue line on Friday

MI News Service, Kolkata: Metro Railway has decided to
suspend Last Special Night Metro Service operations in Blue
Line on 22.08.2025 (Friday). Inconvenience caused to the
passengers is deeply regretted.
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suspension of special night metro serv-
ice from Sahid khudiram and dum dum
station in blue line On 22.08.2025 (friday}

Metro Railway has decided 22.08.2025 (Friday).

to suspend Last Special Inconvenience caused
Night Metro Service opera- to the passengers is deeply
Kolkata, 21 August: tions in Blue Line on regretted.

DOI CORRESPONDENT
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THE TARGET IS FAR AWAY, THE RAILWAYS ARE STRUGGLING TO
IMPLEMENT THE LATEST ‘ARMOR' TECHNOLOGY

Target 10,000 engines, but only \~1,290 got Kavach safety tech so far.
Installed at 708 stations, 1,465 km (Kavach 3.2) and 324 km (Kavach 4.0).

Progress very slow, far from goal. Tech reduces train collision risk, but
experts question delay.

86



METRO RAILWAY, KOLKATA
India’s First Metro

6) HEADLINE: SHAMIK IS ALSO THE LEADER OF THE
OPPOSITION! CONFUSION OVER METRO CARD

EI SAMAY (KOLKATA EDITION) DT.22-08-2025, PAGE: 4
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SHAMIK IS ALSO THE LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION! CONFUSION
OVER METRO CARD

Metro invitation card mistakenly listed both Suvendu Adhikari and Shamik
Bhattacharya as Leader of Opposition. Authorities noticed the error,
canceled, and reprinted the cards before distribution.

88



7) HEADLINE: RAIN HAMPERS PREPARATIONS FOR PM'S

India’s Fivst Metro

METRO RAILWAY, KOLKATA

MEETING AT CENTRAL JAIL MAIDAN

EKDIN (KOLKATA EDITION) DT.22-08-2025, PAGE: 2

wafd ¢ P HAbren f[fem
e 2| WS, (ATEed
@ (AR IR A gEeae
ST BT AL (O MG |

fate= vrth ASIM 2 (AE
T 0 00 S P T < S
(FTiarae A4 | (AL (U
HACFIATYd TAE (@S CART
GOt ity Sraige FaraA
el (At faseewa odw
Teq GG F6| GHR B

ST VAd  (ATF VA9,
ForETd-AE e e Al
beIbeT feramgel @t 374 <€ A
% I Teq ssgefs (UTE
W) FEerera fafew o
TGO E S AC0Z |

89



METRO RAILWAY, KOLKATA
India’s First Metro

ABOVE BENGALI NEWS CLIPPING

EKDIN (KOLKATA EDITION), 22-08-2025, PAGE: 2

RAIN HAMPERS PREPARATIONS FOR PM'S MEETING AT CENTRAL
JAIL MAIDAN

Preparations for PM Modi’s Friday programs at Dum Dum Central Jail
Maidan faced rain-soaked ground issues, managed with sand and planks.
He will inaugurate the Noapara—Airport Metro, lay project foundations,
and address a rally. Heavy traffic restrictions are planned across
Dumdum and Salt Lake.
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