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NEWS COVERAGE ON 22 Auqgust 2025

COMPILATION OF METRO RAILWAY MEDIA COVERAGE

Sl. No. Type of Clippings No. of Clippings

ENGLISH (24)
1 Positive HINDI (17)

BENGALI (12)

ENGLISH (9)
2 Neutral HINDI (4)

BENGALI (5)
S Negative NIL

Total Clippings 1 71
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UNITED NEWS OF INDIA
Kolkata, 21 August

Weeks ahead of West Bengal's
biggest festival, Durga Puja,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
is set toembark on yet another
major infrastructure push in
the state.

Mr Modi will inaugurate
and lay the foundation stone
for road and railway projects
worth over Rs 5,200 crore in

Kolkata, including the
commissioningof three crucial
Metro Railway routes.
Ahead of his visit, the Prime
Minister posted on the X social
media platform in Bengali:
“The city for whose development
we are resolute, coming to
the people of that Kolkata is
always ajoy for me. The events
in Kolkata tomorrow are
primarily related to
transportation. The metro

worth35,200 crorein Bengal today

services on the Noapara-Jai
Hind Airport, Sealdah-
Esplanade, and Beliag-
hata-Hemanta Mukhopadhyay
routes will be inaugurated.
This will make commuting
to the airport and the IT hub
more convenient.”

As per the Prime Minister’s
Office, Mr Modi will arrive in
Kolkata on Friday afternoon
after visiting Bihar earlier in
the day. The PM will flag off
Kolkata Metro services on the
section between Howrah and
Sealdah ofthe East-West Metro,
allowing the commencement
of services along the entire
stretch of the Green line. Mr
Modi will also undertake a
Metroride from Jessore Road
Metro Station to Jai Hind
Biman Bandar (Kolkata Airport)
in North 24-Parganas, and is
expected to address a public
gathering during the event.
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PM to visit Bihar and West Bengal today

MI News Service, New
Delhi: Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi will visit
Bihar and West Bengal on
22nd August. He will lay the
foundation stone and inau-
guratemultiple development
projects worth around Rs
13,000 crore at Gaya in Bihar
at around 11 AM. He will also
flag off two trains andaddress
the gathering. Thereafter, he
will visit and inaugurate Aun-
ta - Simaria bridge project on
River Ganga.

Prime Minister will flag off
metro train services on the
newly constructed sections
in Kolkata at around 4:15 PM
and undertake ametro ride
from Jessore Road Metro Sta-
tion to Jai Hind Bimanbandar
and back. Further, he will lay
the foundation stone andi-
naugurate multiple develop-
ment projects worth over Rs
5,200 crore at Kolkata. He
will also address the gather-
ing on the occasion.

PM in Bihar

In line with his commit-
ment to improving connec-
tivity, Prime Minister will
inaugurate the 8.15 km long
Aunta - Simaria bridgeproj-
ect on NH-31, including the
1.86 km long 6 lane Bridge on
river Ganga, constructed at a
cost of over Rs 1,870 crore. It
willprovide direct connectivi-
ty between Mokama in Patna
and Begusarai.

The bridge has been con-
structed parallel to an old
2-lane dilapidated rail-cum-
road bridge “Rajendra Setu”
which is in poor condition-
forcing heavy vehicles to re-
route. The new bridge will
reduce this extra travel dis-
tance of more than 100 km
for the heavy vehiclestrav-
elling between North Bihar
(Begusarai, Supaul, Madhu-
bani, Purnea, Araria etc) and
South Bihar areas (Sheikh-
pura, Nawada,Lakhisarai
ete). It will also help reduce
issues of traffic jams in other
parts of the region due to the
detour which these vehicles
wereforced to take.

It will boost economic
growth in the adjoining ar-
eas, especially in North Bi-
har, which are dependent on
South Bihar and Jharkhand
forgetting necessary raw ma-
terial. It will also provide bet-
ter connectivity to the famous
pilgrimage place of Simaria
Dham, which is alsothe birth-
place of famous poet Late
Shri Ramdhari Singh Dinkar.

Prime Minister will also in-
augurate the four-lane Bakh-
tiyarpur to Mokama section
of NH-31, worth around Rs
1,900 crore, which willease
congestion, reduce travel
time, and enhance passen-

ger and freight movement.
Further, improvement to the
two-lane with pavedshoul-
ders of Bikramganj-Dawath-
Nawanagar-Dumraon  sec-
tion of NH-120 in Bihar will
improve connectivity in rural
areas,providing new eco-
nomic opportunities for the
local population.

Strengthening the pow-
er sector infrastructure in
Bihar, Prime Minister will
inaugurate Buxar Thermal
Power Plant (660x1 MW)
wortharound Rs 6,880 crore.
It will significantly enhance
power generation capacity,
improve energy security, and
meet the growingelectricity
demand of the region.

In a major hoost to health
infrastructure, Prime Minis-
ter will inaugurate the Homi
Bhabha Cancer Hospital &
Research Centre atMuzaf-
farpur. The centre includes
advanced Oncology OPD, IPD
wards, operation theatres,
modern lab, blood bank, and
a 24-bed ICU(Intensive Care
Unit) and HDU (High Depen-
dency Unit). This state-of-
the-art facility will provide
advanced and affordable
cancercare to patients in Bi-
har and neighbouring states,
reducing the need to travel to
distant metros for treatment.

Furthering his vision of
Swachh Bharat and ensuring
Aviral and Nirmal Dhara of
river Ganga, Prime Minister
will inaugurate theSewerage
Treatment Plant (STP) and
Sewerage Network at Mung-
er constructed under Nama-
mi Gange worth over Rs 520
crore. It willhelp reduce pol-
lution load in the Ganga and
improve sanitation facilities
in the region.

Prime Minister will also
lay the foundation stone for
a series of urban infrastruc-
ture projects worth around
Rs 1,260 crore. Theseinclude
the STP and Sewerage Net-
work at Daudnagar in Au-
rangabad, and Jehanabad;
STP and interception and
diversion works atBarahiya
in Lakhisarai, and Jamui.
Under AMRUT 2.0, he will
lay the foundation stone of
Water Supply Projects at
Aurangabad,Bodhgaya and
Jehanabad. These projects
will provide clean drinking
water, modern sewerage sys-
tems, and improved sanita-
tionthereby improving health
standards and quality of life
in the region.

Boosting rail connectivity
in the region, Prime Minister
will flag off two trains. Am-
rit Bharat Express between
Gaya and Delhi whichwill
improve passenger conve-
nience with modern facil-

ities, comfort, and safety.
And Buddhist Circuit Train
between Vaishali andKoder-
ma which will give a boost to
tourism and religious travel
across key Buddhist sites in
the region.

Grih  Pravesh ceremony
of 12,000 rural beneficia-
ries under PMAY-Gramin
and 4,260 beneficiaries un-
der PMAY-Urban will also
takeplace with the symbolic
handing over of keys to a few
beneficiaries by the Prime
Minister, thus fulfilling the
dream of owning a houseof
thousands of families.

PM in West Bengal

In line with his commitment
to world class infrastructure
and developed urban connec-
tivity, Prime Minister will in-
augurate metrorailway proj-
ects in Kolkata. A 13.61 km
long newly constructed metro
network will be inaugurat-
ed and metro services will
belaunched on these routes.
He will visit the Jessore Road
Metro Station, where he will
flag off the Noapara-Jai Hind
Bimanbandarmetro service
from Jessore Road. In addi-
tion, through video confer-
encing, he will also flag off
the Sealdah-Esplanade met-
ro serviceand the Belegha-
ta-Hemanta Mukhopadhyay
metro service. He will also
undertake a metro ride from
Jessore Road Metro Station
to JaiHind Bimanbandar and
back.

At the public function,
Prime Minister will inaugu-
rate these metro sections and
a newly constructed subway
at Howrah Metro Station.The
Noapara-Jai Hind Bimanban-
dar metro service will signifi-
cantly improve the access to
the airport. The Sealdah-Es-
planade metrowill reduce
the travel time between the
two points from nearly 40
minutes to only 11 minutes.
The Beleghata-HemantaM-
ukhopadhyay metro section
will play a crucial role in en-
hancing connectivity with the
IT hub. These metro routes
will connect someof Kolkata's
busiest areas, bring a notable
reduction in travel time, and
strengthen multimodal con-
nectivity, benefiting lakhs of
dailycommuters.

In a major boost to road
infrastructure in the region,
Prime Minister will also lay
the foundation stone of 7.2
km long six-lane elevatedKo-
na Expressway worth over Rs
1,200 crore. It will enhance
connectivity between Howrah,
surrounding rural areas, and
Kolkata,saving hours of trav-
el time and giving significant
boost to trade, commerce, and
tourism in the region.
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PM to visit Bihar and West
Bengal on 22nd August

DOI CORRESPONDENT

21 Auguat: *PM to lay the
foundation stone and inau-
gurate multiple develop-
ment projects worth around
Rs 13,000 crore at Gaya*™

*Projects belong to
multiple sectors: Power,
Road, Health, Urban De-
velopment and Water Sup-
ply*

*PM to 1inaugurate
Aunta — Simaria bridge
project on River Ganga en-
hancing connectivity be-
tween North and South
Bihar*

*New bridge to cut

more than 100 km detour
for heavy vehicles, 1m-
prove access to Simaria
Dham*

*PM to flag off Amrit
Bharat Express between
Gaya and Delhi, and the
Buddhist Circuit Train be-
tween Vaishali and Ko-
derma*

*PM to lay the foun-
dation stone and inaugurate
multiple development proj-
ects worth over Rs 5,200
crore at Kolkata*

*PM to flag off metro
train services on the newly
constructed sections 1n
Kolkata*
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3 METRO PROJECTS TO BE INAUGUR ATED TODAY

On Friday afternoon, Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated 14 km
new Metro lines in Kolkata, including E&¥est, Orange, and Yellow
extensions. Passenger services will begin from Saturday on Seald
Esplanade and from Monday on the Airp@and RubyBeleghata routes.
The EastWest line will run daily, while the Orange and Yellow lines wi
NEYlIAY Of2aSR 2y ¢6SS{TSYyRao al YI {
was mentioned, but she was nfiormally honoredat the event
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MODI IN KOLKATA TODAY TO INAUGURATE METRO

PM Modi inaugurates 3 new Kolkata Metro routes today. Biggestigigh
full Easg¢West Metro from Salt Lake Sector V to Howrah Maidan opens fc
passengers after 6 pm. Also inaugurates NoapdaHind (Airport) and
RubyBeleghata extensions, though services there begin later. Strict traff
curbs in Dumdum and nearbyess durindisvisit.
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PROJECT MAMATA, LAUNCHED BY MODI TODAY

PM Modi is inaugutting three Kolkata Metro projects originally planned
by Mamata Banerjee 16 years ago. Trinamool accuses BJP of dela
work, cutting funds, and now using the event for election politics. £
controversy arose over the metro invitation letter naming two oppion
leaders, later cancelled. Bowbazar victims of metro disasters will prote
over lack of compensation, while both BJP and TMC sharpen politic
attacks aheadf elections.
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PM TO INAUGURATE THREE METRO ROUTES TODAY; PLANS
FORMER RAILWAY MINISTER MAMATA

PM Modi will inaugurate three new Kolkata Metro routes today, but
Mamata Bangee has declined the invitation. Sources highlight that
Mamata, as former Railway Minister, had originally planned and allocate
funds for these very routes baak200910.
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PREPARATIONS UNDERWAY TO INAUGURATE THREE NEW METRO
ROUTES IN KOLKATA

On the auspicious day of Kaushiki Amavasya, PM Narendra Mc
Inaugurates three new Kolkata Metro routes, boosting connectivity
between SealdatEsplanade, NoapatAirport, and RubgBeleghata. The
project promises faster travel, economic benefits, and a gyimlblend of
spirituality anddevelopment aheadf DurgaPup.
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THE METROPOLIS IS WAITING FOR MODI, BENGAL IS WAITING FOR
BJP

PM Modi is visiting Bengal for the third time in three months to inaugurats
three Metro routes and hold a political rally at DummuAhead of the
2026 assembly polls, he targeted Trinamool on X, claiming Bengal aw:s
BJP for real development, while Mamata Banerjee declined th
Inaugurationinvite.
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METRO LINE CHANGES LIFE IN A METRO!

PM INAUGURATES NOAPARA -AIRPORT ROUTE, EXPANSION IN
'GREEN' AND 'ORANGE'

Kolkata Metro gets major boost today with PM Modi inaugurating new an
expanded routes: Noapatdirport (Yellow Line), Esplanagiealdah
(Green Line), and Ru@ieleghata (Orange Line). Daily ridership expecte

to rise from 7to over9 lakh.
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YELLOW LINE OPS FROM MONDAY
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E-W full run from 6pm
today; Orange, Yellow

Line ops from Monday

Ajanta.Chakraborty
@timesofindia.com

Kolkata: Revenue services for
the final leg of East-West Met-
ro and the entire 16.6 km corri-
dor will start around 6 pm on
Friday, approximately one and
a half hours after PM Narend-
ra Modi inaugurates the sec-
tion. Services on the Yellow
and Orange Lines will begin
on Monday. However, neither
the Noapara-Airport section
nor the New Garia-Beleghata
corridor will operate on wee-
kends, according to a circular
issued by Metro Railway on
Friday.

The East-West Metro,
whichwillrunitsentire Sector
V-Howrah Maidan stretch fol-
lowing the linking of the 2.6
km Esplanade-Sealdah section
on Friday, will operate from
6.30 am to 10.19 pm. The Green
Line (East-West Metro) will be
operational seven days a week.

Services on Yellow Line
(Noapara-Airport) will opera-
tefrom7.58amto8.10 pm, while
those on Orange Line (New Ga-
ria-Metropolitan or Belegha-
ta) will be from 8 am to 8.28 pm.

While TOI reported this on
Tuesday, there have been spe-
culations regarding the com-
missioning date of the three
new stretches. In recent in-
stances, whenever a new line
was inaugurated by a VVIP, re-
venue operations commenced
at least 24 hours later “The
East-West Metro has already
missed so many deadlines. We
don’t want to delay operations

NO EMB, AIRPORT
OP ON WEEKENDS

[T or E-W |
Metro’s last leg’s
revenue services to

start around 6 pm on

Friday

Yellow (Noapara-Airport),
(New Garia-
Beleghata) ops will begin on
Monday with no weekend
services

TR op hours | 6.30
am to 10.19 pm

@ To operate seven days a
week

Yellow Line | From 7.58 am
t0 8.10 pm

| From 8 am to
8.28 pm

any further,” an official said.

The notification stated that
services along the entire
stretch would commence aro-
und 6 pm, covering twelve sta-
tions along the Sector V-Ho-
wrah Maidan corridor. It will
take 32 minutes to traverse the
16.6km.

Officials also said Yellow
and Orange lines will open on
Monday as the corridors will
not be operational during wee-
kends. This decision has sur-
prised many, especially since
the Yellow Line, the city’s first
airport-metro connection, will
not be operational on wee-
kends. “Why can’t flyers have
metro access on Saturdays and
Sundays,” asked Subhangshu
Basu, acommuter.
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Esplanade-Sealdah run
likely from today evening

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Kolkata, 21 August

ith the clock
ticking closer to
the inauguration
of 14km of the
city's Metro network, including
three crucial lines, there is
good news for the commuters.

Commercial servicesin the
Esplanade-Sealdah stretch of
the Green Line could start
after 6 p.m. tomorrow.

The commercial services
in the Green Line between
Howrah-Maidan and Sector
V are likely to be operated
after 6 p.m. tomorrow. On
otherworking days, the services
inthis stretch would be operated
between 6.30 am. and 10.19
pm. The commercial runs in
this stretch are anticipated to
bring reliefto the office goers.

After the commencement
ofthe commercial runs, services
inthe East-West Metro would
be run at an interval of eight
minutes during peak hours
instead of the present 12
minutes. According to the city
Metro office, with the addition
of the 24km stretch between
Esplanade and Sealdah, the
Green Line from Howrah

Maidan to Sector V will see
the biggest benefit with services
increasing to 186.

The other two lines that
arealsoslatedtoseethegreen
signal tomorrow would have
revenue services from 25
August. However, the timings
of the train operations would
be different for the two lines.
In the Kavi Subhash and

Beleghata stretch of the Orange
Line, revenue services would
be operated between 8 a.m.
and 8.20 p.m. while that in
the Noapara and Jai Hind
Biman Bandar Metro stations,

the commercial runs would
be operated from 758 a.m to
8.10 p.m.

The Orange Line will now
run 60 services while the
Yellow Line will operate 120.

27



METRO RAILWAY, KOLKATA
India’s First Metro

SAMAGYA (KOLKATAEDITION) DT.22-08-2025 , PAGE: 3

WISt 209 6 aat A gi3aft
FABT-ATeCAAd ATl
¥ @ ($re-aw #1)
w $dRe 3= |y 22
I AR {9 6:00
a3 & A gE At TR Ha |
wrgel 74 | gregas Had
99 de 39erey TRt 3l
Hae 6:30 @t | T4 22:19
oot ae warfera gefll et
weA 91 wfd gum A
Ferarar aw 9wy dfdw 25
apred 2025 | 9E #nfh gw
#Fan wfafzs gam 8:00 =3 4
20:28 & % genl

o11 §
§ LRt

3
§
g




METRO RAILWAY, KOLKATA

India’s Fivst Metro

ANAND ABAZAR PATRIKA (KOLKATA EDITION) DT.

22-08-2025 , PAGE: 8

e} fSq e Tee
TCTE (@F € (G GHHA
FAAEFERA RS Cran
g2 ¥F @ AfFrene @Et
qEreer  ffd  eEw

8C5 w9 CCGIeAeFEa el
FACAH AYTIR | O AT TN
@re @ e, ez
QrE GHAMAG GA2 (@TEE0]
@ R Afeqrd @l gl
Traie o AIE @S GO
(2T Frsraa T S G
(e Fpra a9 ALTE |

Aot 2@ oA @ AR Sl
B fare $75-9rash GTG! 21e!
S (A (1FE ¢ o ot
Afaraal wF FAE AA GG
HrEa 4441 G-I
& =fa FoE-carean e
qrE HAfarmal 2¢ GAH (AT
w7 26U | B5-6LAH A
swufl (G e AS VB! (AF
1% 351 8¢ fufAG opfe vl
afaara ware SH At e

Heay 68 e fog
“AfarEan @A pabn

A | A% A CE G

AL AT v Ffi | e
it Hw@ v e
A b0 R So RfD i
et S 20f8 i vorea ) 2 f7 sy
(ATFAID! (7% 2012 vB! (9l A1
YO W wofb (G vara) 6%
(VB TR A2 et e
AR %) 20 s @
68 GG (G bera e |
aatfes GUh e Aol
E qreifEam frem 9
TIEE TR &N PACEA
elytEl A i | fof e,
“@ WZrAA ST T S

wrefew, 7% Feerer AET

FIE SR FA FAHL HHAl”
T 29 fArawa ¢ sueyfE
SIEE HOH AL S T
GHA G T O |

(G AR 49, XETH
235-61I% (AR AAew it
495 ZETE 89 (IO B AM
3.8¢ ff i geiTe-FriEmE
g it 496 2T Sove
@I Bret FR-caremT orfe
goy ferafanr fafitd vae
@I @ EEEel-REEEE
v.q4 fFraifEnE o ffitd <7
AT by @D 51|

e ST e
TS ATE| FGHIHA TS
g, 14 G @ Ao
il Gaene WA
wifearm ffd crewl TR
o q TEe SV
ag merym w2l
PR ot s s B L
e erfs fageica e e et

Il A ifiowa Al fazi@ |

gL ! 2R

29



METRO RAILWAY, KOLKATA
India’s First Metro

ABOVE BENGALI NEWS CLIPPING

ANANDABAZAR PATRIKA (KOLKATA EDITION), 22 -08 -2025, PAGE: 8

EAST -WEST PASSENGER SERVICE ON ENTIRE ROUTE TODAY AFTER
LAUNCH

PM Modi inaugurags three Kolkata Metro lines (Seald@splanade,

RubyBeleghata, Noapar®irport), Howrah ratMetro subway, and lays
Kona Expressway foundation. Es$ést Metro starts today evening, other

two from Aug 25. 186, 120, 60 trains to run daily witt28 min gas.
Projects cost thousands of crores. Strict security andtrdlestaff

drills heldfor event
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AAJKAL (KOLKATA EDITION), 22 -08 -2025, PAG E: 7

HOWRAH -SECTOR V METRO AIRPORT AND BELEGHATA ROUTES TO
REOPEN FROM THIS EVENING AT 8 AM ON MONDAY

PM Modi will inaugurate three Metro routes at 4 pm today. From 6 pm
HowrahySector V service starts (6:30 @45 pm daily from Saturday).
Noapara&Airport and RubygBeleghata lines begin Monday (8 @830 pm).
Staff shortage limits service expansion. Fare details unclear for sor
NRdziSad aSGNRB adalFFF | &1 SI&n clotkes, |
drawingcriticism
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Airport to join Esplanade, Howrah and Sealdah

on metro map, Bypass corridor now till Beleghata

New Line, Twin 16-YEAR WAIT ENDS §

Extensions To
Add 14Km To
60Km Network

AjantaChakrabarty
Ftimesofindia.com

Kolkata: The ety is st In get i1s se-
cond lifeline extending 16,6 km from
Salt Lake Sector V 1o Howrah Mai-
dann when the full Eust-West Metrois
commissioned on Friday evening.
Till now, the North-South metro was
the sole lifeling for the eity, allowing
passengers to trovel from New Garia
1w Dum Dum and even heyond tn
Dakshineswur in comfort even when
roads gol paralysed due 1o rallies or
flooding,

“Fvery time Thad 1o got off at Se-
aldah and take a cab to my BBD Bag
offios, T would hopolessly think of
the jinxed Esplanade-Sealdah sec-
ton and wonder if it would ever son
the light of the day,” said Barnali
Chaterjee, a legal professianal and
residentof Sult Lake.

Aritrik Sengupla, a student. at §t
Xavier's College, echoed the senti-
ment: “T guess penple using (he eas-
ternsection of East-West Metro have
been the unhappiest lot. The siretch
(9.2km) was opened in three phases
from Feb 20— thal, too, with an in-
complete Sealduh station. (The west
bound tunnel here will he functional
for the flest time when Modi flus off
the first runs between Sealdah and
Esplanacle). ‘The authorities then
launched the showpiees Rsplanade-
Howrah Maidun section. It had its
uses for Howrah residents, Bul we in
Salt Lake were badly stuck.”

The 48km Esplanade-Howrah
Maidan line, India's first under-river
metro, historieally linked Kolkata
with its twin, Howrah. via the twin
320-m Hooghly tunnels. Theenginee-
ring marvel included many firsts:
the tunnels Hinking the two cities arm
30m below the riverbed. featuring In-

| need to trave| to Sec V all the
way from south Kolkata. One

can imagine the trouble
it was. Now | can
change at Esplanade
and travel to Sector V.
Life has suddenly
become easier

Raja Roy | xuomar wesoevT,
USES GRLEN UNC

® Pay 35 for
travelling up to

2 km on E-W Metro B
710 fornext 3 © 230 for 10km to i
km to § km 16,5 km or end-to-end
-720 for 5 km to 10 km
> Total 186 services 9 am to noon
when last leg > At 10-min gap from
is added noon to 430 pm
> Peak-hour = > At 8-min gap
frequency | =0 from 430 pm
8 minutes f—\ to8pm
> E-W Metro to » At 15-min gap
run 7 days a week from 8 pm to 9.40 pm
> Trains will run » Should take 32
at 15-minute gap mins to cover 166 km
till 9 am fram Sec V to
» At 8-min gap from Howrah Maidan
YELLOW LINE

© Pay ¥30 from Airport  Kalighat (Blue Line)
10 Dakshineswar (Blue %50 from Airport
Line) 1o Howrah Stn (Blue
© 7240 from Airport to  Line and Green Line)

The station (top L) of the 7km Noapara-Airport stretch, the

that is set to connect with Howrah

station (above L) via Esplanade on Friday & (above R) a file picture

| ORANGE LINE |
© 35 (rom Beleghata © 710 from
(Metropolitan) to @ Beleghata to
Barun Sengupta Ruby (Hemanta
(Science City) Mukhnudhyayl
Sealdah Metro station (t
*320 from Beleghata to New e
Garia (Kavi Subhash) of the Orange Line operations

cln’sdeepest ventilntion shaftand In
dia's deepost metro station inside
Howruh rallway station, wnong
other inmovations.

But. the excitement seemed lost
on the residents living in the VIP
township, who have been waiting
sinee 2009 for the project to e aver,

“The last leg’s commissioning
will eompletely changs the way the
city commutes. Two major railw:
stations will be linked, F-W Metrn
running in its entirety also trans-

forms Esplanude into o mega transit
hub," said Manaj Kumar Krishinap-
pu, director and head of Hitachi Rail
STSTndiaTad, which has been execu-
ting Bast-West Metro's sipnalling
and telecammunication sinee Sept

Hours before the 6. 7km Noapara-
Alfrport corridor, or the Yellow Line,
was Mnally given the green signal
and Kolkata Metro was set to connect
Lo tha atrport for (he Nrst thne, resi-
dents like Parvati Saikia wholives in

did, it took me more than
an hour even after
taking the East-West
Metro till Esplanade.
Now it will be a breeze
Rakhi Chatterjee | nowian
MADAN BESIDENT,
-

All my life | avoided going to
Sector V. Sometimes when |

S city s getting its
metro-airport
connectivity. Cab
drivers can't harass
fiyers or locals in the ¢
area anymore

Sanetra Paul | ouv ouy
CANTONMENT RESIDENT,

YHLACW Line
U ML 3

(=3 Itis great to know that the

that will be extended till Metropolitan

4 PG accommodation on Hozra Rond
cauld harely suppressed her exoile-
ment. "As an executive in a truvel
campany, T travel to various parts of
India, I was waiting for the airport
metro link ever sinee Tshifted to Kol-
kata from Delhi. The Yellow Line co-
ming into existenee not only allows
faster travel, avoiding traffic snaris.
hut it also makes 1 easier for me to go
home (Guwahati), cutting down city
Transportalion costs aubstantially 1
can travel to the airpert from J D

e Karmaboridy Mhantrin, Magth Serenota b Jupmns Cosmmni: orashicn: Wowl Chsksaborsy & Olarker Clisnts

Metro has decided to suspend
the Blue Line’s special night
metro service on Friday

Pk for just Rs 40 instead of having
1o fark oul Rs 600 on A cab ride,” the
33 yeur-old sald. The sume tare appli
@810 a ride from airport 1o Kalighat

“Thelow costof travel toany part
of theeity on the melro is the biggest
attruction of new airport line,” said
AK Dasgupta, a retived engineer of
Metro,

Theclty salso gettinga (hird line

the 44km Ruby-Metropolitan (Be-
Teghatastation)ar the Orange Line's
Phasell

the airport was long

ensure comfort

and environment-friendly

travel

Priyanjoli Baidya | sur ks

ALSIDINT, LSLS YELOW LING

@ Now we can be on par with
first X Delhi. The metro extension to

needed. It will save time
and money. Metro will

problem a little

BARASAT RESUENT, USES
AN L

| need to travel to Ruby dally

and it is a real pain to change
buses to reach my
destination. The extension
to Metropolitan will
ease the commute

Beleghata station.
The stations were
lying ready for
service for far
too long

Pritam Garal |
METROPOLITAN RESIDENT,
UARS DRANGE LN

Brishti Bhattacharjee |

Looking forward to
the extension to
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Metro on track
for surge in
passengers

DEBRAJ MITRA AND
SAMARPITA BANERJEE

Calcutta: Metro Rallway is
bracing for a massive jump in
footfall with three new corri-
dors set to open on Friday. The
Metro network’s total carry-
ing capacity will more than
double as new stretches on
the Green, Orange, and Yellow
Lines are opened to the public.
On Friday evening, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
is scheduled to inaugurate
three sections: Esplanade to
Sealdah (2.45km), completing
the 16.6Kkm Green Line; Noapa-
ra to Jai Hind Bimanbandar/
airport (6.77km) on the Yellow
Line; and Ruby to Beleghata
(4.39km) on the Orange Line.
Passenger services on
these sections will begin on
Friday and Monday, sald
Metro officlals.
Green Line (Howrah
Maldan to Sector V):
Commercial operations start:
After 6pmon Friday
Timings: 6.30am t0 10.19pm
Orange Line (New Garla to
Beleghata):
Services begin: Monday

Timings: 8am to0 8.28pm
Yellow Line (Noapara to Jai
Hind Bimanbandar):
Services begin: Monday
Timings: 7.58am to 8.10pm

Capacity set to soar

Once operational, the com-
bined carrying capacity across
the three corridors — Green,
Orange, and Yellow — willbe 9
lakh passengers a day, officlals
estimate.

Currently, truncated sec-
tions of the Green Line (How-
rah Maidan-Esplanade and
Sealdah-Sector V) handle less
than 1 lakh. “With full Green
Line operations, we expect at
least 6 lakh dally passengers
on this corridor alone,” an of-
ficlal said.

The Blue Line (Shahid
Khudiram to Dakshineswar)
serves over 6 lakh daily.

Pressure points

The busiest Metro hubs are
expected to be Sealdah, How-
rah, and Esplanade. Managing
peak-hour crowds will be a
major challenge, officials said.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8 p

[ e ,£

Preparations underway at Esplanade station for PM Modi’s
visit to inaugurate three Metro sections on Friday

Metro
surge

p FROM PAGE 7

At Sealdah, the Metro station
has 29 ticket counters, but
only about five are typical-
ly operational during peak
hours. “We will have to open
additional counters depend-
ing on passenger flow,” said
an official.

There are 32 automatic
fare collection (AFC) gates at

Preparations underway at
Sealdah Metro station on the
eve of the PM’s visit. (PTI)

Sealdah, but only a fraction
have been in use. From Friday,
more will be activated.

Howrah station has 30
ticket counters and 24 AFC
gates, which will also be oper-
ated based on crowd volume,
officials said.

At Esplanade, the inter-
change between the Green and
Blue Lines, smooth passenger
switchover will be crucial. “We
will have signage and staff in
place. Additional gates and
more ticket counters will also
beoperational,” said a Metro of-
ficial. “But how things play out
will only be clear in the coming
days,” the officlal added.

Faster commutes

The Green Line connects
Howrah and Sealdah, two of
the country’s busiest raflway
stations, reducing commute
time between them to just 11
minutes. “Both stations are
connected to the railway sta-
tions. That means the load of
the suburban railway passen-
gers who access Metro servic-
es will now rise significantly,”
the official sald.

Currently, many suburban
passengers from Howrah use
the Metro to reach Esplanade,
then take a bus to Sealdah.
From Friday, they can reach
Sealdah directly by Metro—a
major relief duringpeak hours.

“It's hard to predict exact
numbers now. We’ll have
a clearer idea after about a
month of full-scale opera-
tions,” said an official.
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14 EXTRA KM FOR METRO A GIANT LEAP FOR I(OLI(ATA

When PM Narendra Modi inaugurates
three Metro sections on Friday, Kolkata
will get 14km of new metro tracks, the
largest addition to its network since
inception, transforming the way the city
commutes. TOI gives you a low-down on
the upcoming interlocked grid

SECTIONS TO BE INAUGURATED
[LEETATTE (East-West Metro) |

2.6km Sealdah-Esplanade

YELLOW LINE PHASE | | 7km Noapara-
Airport

ORANGE LINE PHASE Il JEX TG00

Metropolitan (Beleghata stn)

MOST IMPACT | E-W METRO

> Is the most advanced, technology-driven
commute link in the city

> Has India’s 1st under-river metro tunnel.
The 520m twin tunnel is 30m below Hooghly

> Under construction since 2009, it faced -
several setbacks durlng tunne"ing inthe frag"e DECKED UP FOR D-DAY: The a|rp0rt metro Stat|0n. 13m below the C|ty S alrport

and SubS|dence_pr0ne Bowbazar stretch I’eady to host VIPs and officials for the lnauguratlon on Frlday

> Launching o the 2.6km Sealdah Esplanade | FIRST AIRPORT LINK | BYPASS BONANZA
cti i te the 16.6km i tw
section will complete the 16.6km ik between | yE| ) QW LINE PHASE | | ORANGE LINE PHASE Ii

minutes to cover the entire corridor > Spans 7km from Noapara to > Will now cover 10km from New Garia to

> Will link 2 of India’s busiest rail stations, Airport Metropolitan (Beleghata stn)

Howrah and Sealdah. Travel time 11 mins > Has 4 stations — Noapara, > Has 4 new stations — VIP Bazar, Ritwik Ghatak
> Will intersect North-South Metro (Blue Dum Dum Cantonment, Jessore | (Topsia), Barun Sengupta (Science

Line) at Esplanade Road, Jai Hind (airport) City) and Beleghata (Metropolitan)

> Daily ridership is likely to skyrocket to over | > Hub station built 13m below > Line to eventually span 29km

7 lakh per day from 1 lakh now NSCB airport from New Garia to Airport
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Elevator logjam worry for flyers
taking metro ride to Kol alrport

Subhro.Niyogi
@timesofindia.com

Kolkata: Passengers who ta-
ke the metro to the airport to
then board aflight will have to
queue up for elevator before
exit gate No. 1A at the arrival
level to move to the departure
level before entering the ter-
minal. The elevator is situa-
tedaround 40 mfrom the point
where commuters exit the Jai
Hind airport metro station.
There will be no such issue for
flyersexitingtheairporttobo-
ard the metro.

While the queue before the
arrival level elevator will be
manageable if the flyer count
thatarrives by metro isfew, of-
ficials admit concern about a
logjam if a large number of
passengers flying out of air-
port start using metro. The
elevator has a capacity of 17
people and a maximum we-
ightlimit of 1,564 kg.

An official said there are
plans to create a separate ent-
rance for flyers arriving by
metrototravel todeparturele-

The elevator (R) is Ioctd around 40 m from the pomt (L where commutersemt alrport metro station

vel after entering terminal
through anew gateatthe start
of the terminal. A new ex-
press security check portal
with baggage X-ray machines
is also proposed. Putting this
infrastructure in place will be
time-consuming and require
regulatory clearances. Air-
port officials are also looking
at an alternative: allowing
metro passengers to use two
escalators and an elevator
that exist in arrival lobby. An

entrance hastobe created bet-
ween exit gates 3C and 4A to
access them, which will take
passengers up to departure
lobby near gate 3C. “Passage
from the gate to the escalator
has to be cordoned off with
glass panels to segregate de-
parting passengers from tho-
se thatarrive,” he said.

The new entrance will re-
quire deployment of additio-
nal CISF personnel for access
control. DigiYatra gates may

be installed later.

An airport official said
creating a two-level escalator
with alanding in between out-
side the northern end of ter-
minal building and close to
entrance and exit to the tun-
nel leading to airport station
would have been more conve-
nient. A Metro official said,
“Earlier there was a proposal
to install an escalator for air-
port’sdepartureaccess. It was
later shelved.”

37



SANMARG (KOLKATA EDITION

METRO RAILWAY, KOLKATA
India’s First Metro

) DT. 22-08-2025 , PAGE: 2

38



