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COMPILATION OF METRO RAILWAY MEDIA COVERAGE

Sl. No. Type of Clippings No. of Clippings

ENGLISH (38)
1 Positive HINDI (29)

BENGALI (16)

ENGLISH (3)
2 Neutral HINDI (3)

BENGALI (2)
S Negative NIL

Total Clippings — 91
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POSITIVE NEWS:

BECOMES A 74-KM NETWORK

1) HEADLINE: WITH 3 NEW LINES, KOLKATA METRO
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With 3 new lines, Kol metro

becom

East-West Full
Run, Airport
Link Set To Be
Game Changers

Ajanta.Chakraborty
@timesofindia.com

Kolkata: From “hellrail”, as
Satyajit Ray once dubbed it
unable to bear the prolonged
construction pain of the co-
untry’s first underground
transportation system (3.4
km Esplanade-Bhowani-
pur), Kolkata Metro has now
grown to a 74-km network.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday inaugurated
three key links adding 14 km
tothe grid.

Last year, the PM had
launched 10 km of metro li-
nes, including India’s first
under-river stretch of the

»Full coverage:P2& 4

East-West Metro. However,
the hype around the hi-tech
East-West Metro or Green Li-
ne seemed lost on a large sec-
tion of commuters, who we-
re waiting impatiently for
the last 2.6 km Esplanade-Se-
aldahleg, which was comple-
ted six years behind schedu-
le. On Friday, ecstatic pas-
sengers rode the entire 16.6
km from Sector V to Howrah
Maidan viathe Hooghly in 32
minutes for just Rs 30.

The other major addition
wasmetro’sfirstairportlink
spanning 7km from Noapara
to Jai Hind (airport) station
on Yellow Line. The PM’s in-

Mayukh Se ngupta

5+

74-km network

(Top) The inaugural metro run on the Noapara-Airport Yellow Line on

Friday; PM Modi takes a ride on the airport metro with schoolkids

auguration programme took
place at Yellow Line’s Jesso-
re Road station, from where
he travelled by the inaugural
train to Jai Hind airport sta-
tionand back.

“Today once again I got
theopportunity toaccelerate
development in Bengal...
Everyone is happy that Kol-
kata’s public transport has
progressed... I congratulate
the people of Kolkata for the-
se development projects,”
the PM said.

He also flagged off the
Orange Line’s Phase II
(4.4km Ruby-Beleghata
stretch). Another4kmisalso
ready tobe added totheline’s
Beleghata-Sector Vsegment,
once Kolkata Police allows
bridging of a 366-metre via-
duct at Chingrighata. In the
next two years, the Orange
Line may complete its entire
29-kmruntotheairport’s Jai
Hind station.

The Yellow Line is expec-
ted to add another 2.5 km to

Michael Nagar from the air-
port in the next three years.
Eventually, the Yellow Line
will cover around 22 km to
Barasat. The Purple Line or
the Joka-Esplanade corri-
dor, isalsoexpected toextend
from its current 8 km to 13.6
km till Esplanade in the next
three years.

As Kolkata Metro GM
P Uday Kumar Reddy said,
“Kolkata Metro will cover
more than 130 km by 2027.”

Theride has just begun.
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Modiopens key metro

routes, slams TMCgovt

RAJIB CHAKRABORTY
Kolkata, 22 August

rime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Friday launched and
inaugurated projects
worth over Rs 5,200 crore in
Kolkata, while launching a
sharp political offensive against
West Bengal's ruling Trinamul
Congress (TMC).
Addressing an administrative
eventat the Dum Dum Central
Jail grounds, followed by the
Bharatiya Janata Party’s (BJP)
“Vijay Sankalp” rally, Mr Modi
said his government was
determined to bring “vikshit
Bengal” (developed Bengal).
Heannounced thataSpecial
Intensive Review (SIR)
mechanism of electoral rolls
would be enforced in the state
anddeclared that leaders who
fail to secure bail after being
jailed must “vacate their chair”.
Among the projects
inaugurated were three key
routes of the Kolkata Metro
Railway, including the
Sealdah-Esplanade stretchon
the Green Line, the Noapara-Jai
Hind Bimanbandar Metroand
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi interacts with students during a
metro ride in Kolkata on Friday. sus

the Beleghata-Hemanta
Mukhopadhyay Metro links.
He also laid the foundation
for a six-lane elevated Kona
Expressway, a 7.2-kilometre

stretch to be built at a cost of

Rs 1,200 crore.

In his rally speech, Mr Modi
accused the TMC of corruption
and protectinginfiltrators. He
said: “The biggest hurdle to
Bengal's growthis the politics
of appeasement and corruption.
The BJP alone can rid Bengal
of illegal infiltrators who are

snatching jobs from our
unemployed youth. Our farmers
and land owners properties
are being snatched by infiltrators
backed by TMC. Once BJP
comes to power, such people
will be forced to leave the
state.”

Mr Modi added that the
TMC had turned West Bengal
into “a state of crime and
corruption”, alleging that
ministers who had been jailed
continued to “run government
from behind bars”,

- CM Mamata

' nostalgic ahead
-of metro
projects

' Inauguration

. STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Kolkata, 22 August

CM Mamata Banerjee on Friday
waxed nostalgic ahead of the
- inauguration of several key
Metro rail projects by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, noting
that she had planned and
sanctioned the Metro corridors
in and around Kolkata.
Taking to social media
platform X, Miss Banerjee
wrote: "Allow me to be a little
' nostalgic today. As the Railways
' Minister of India, I was fortunate
|
|

in planning and sanctioning
series of Metro Railway corridors
in metropolitan Kolkata. I had
drawn the blueprints, arranged
the funds, initiated the works
and ensured that the different

ends of the city (Joka, Garia,
| Airport, Sector V, etc.,) were
' connected by an intra-city
| Metro grid."
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MODI JOINS SCHOOLCHILDREN FOR A RIDE ON NEW METRO LINE

PM launches three Metro routes in
Kolkata: ‘Development boost for state’

The projects, including a six-lane elevated expressway, are expected to cut travel times significantly

SWEETY KUMARI
KOLKATA AUGUST 22

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi
on Friday inaugurated several piv-
otal infrastructure projects in
Kolkata, marking a significant
leap in the city’s connectivity and
urban development. The proj-
ects, induding three new sections
of the Kolkata Metro and a six-
lane elevated expressway, areex-
pected to cut travel times majorly
and ease congestion. PM alsolaid
the foundation stone and inaugu-
rated development projects
worth over Rs 5,200 crore.

PM Modi flagged off the new
Metroservices from Jessore Road
Metro Station, signifying the for-
mal opening of the Sealdah-
Esplanade, Beleghata-Hemanta
Mukhopadhyay and Noapara-Jai
Hind Bimanbandar sections. He
took a ride on the new Metro
along with schoolchildren and
shramjivees (workers).

During theevent, attended by
Governor C V Ananda Bose,
Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw, Shipping & Waterways
Minister Shantanu Thakur, and
other dignitaries, the PM alsolaid
the foundation stone for a new
subway at Howrah Metro Station.

No state government repre-
sentative was present at the
event.

Addressing the gathering, PM
Modi said that he once againhad
the opportunity to “accelerate the
development of West Bengal.”
Sharing his experience of his
Kolkata Metro trip from Noapara
tothe Jai Hind Airport, Modi said
that during this visit, he inter-
acted with many colleagues and
noted that everyone expressed
happiness over the modernisa-

PM Modi flags off a Metro train in Kolkata, Friday. i1

tion of Kolkata's public transport
system. He extended congratu-
lations to the people of Kolkata
and all ditizens of Bengal for these
projects. “Cities such as Kolkata
are a rich embodiment of both
India’s history and its future, as
India moves towards becoming
the world's third-largest econ-
omy, places such as Dum Dum
and Kolkata will play a pivotal
role”,said Modi.

He pointed out that efforts are
underway across Indian cities to
promote green mobility, while
the number of electric charging
points and electricbuses is being
increased. He added that under
the ‘Waste to Wealth' initiative,
cities are now generating electric-
ity from urban waste.

Highlighting that metroserv-
ices are expanding and metro
networks are being extended,
Modi expressed pride in the fact
that India now has the world’s
third-largest metro network. He
pointed out that before 2014, the
country had only 250 km of
Metro routes, while today, the
Metro network in India has ex-
panded to over 1,000 km. He

stated that Kolkata too has wit-
nessed continuous expansion of
its metro system.

The Prime Minister informed
thatapproximately 14 kmofnew
lines are being added to Kolkata's
metro rail network, while seven
new stations are being integrated
into the Kolkata Metro. He af-
firmed that all these develop-
ments will enhance the Ease of
Living and Ease of Travel for the
people of Kolkata.

“21st-century Indiarequires a
21st-century transport system.
Therefore, today across the coun-
try, modemn transport facilities —
from railways to roads, metrosto
airports—are being developed
and interconnected,” said Modi.

He said aglimpse of this vision
can be seen in Kolkata's multi-
modal connectivity.

The Prime Minister pointed
out that two of the country's
busiest railway stations —
Howrah and Sealdah — are now
connected viaMetro. He pointed
out that travel time between
these stations, which earlier took
around one-and-a-half hours,
will now take only afew minutes

THENEW METRO PROJECTS

GREEN LINE (SEALDAH - ORANGE LINE

ESPLANADE): This 245 (BELEGHATA - HEMANTA

km section, builtatacostof | MUKHOPADHYAY):

rupees 1,185 crore, Extending the existing line

represents the final linkof | from Kavi Subhash, this

the Howrah MaidantoSalt | 4.39 km section, built for

Lake Sector V corridor. It rupees 875 crore, will cut

will connect the city's two the commute between

major railway hubs, Beleghata and Kavi

Howrah and Sealdah, Subhash to just 23 minutes.

slashing travel time The line will benefit

between them from 45 residents of Kolkata, North,

minutes tojust 11 minutes, | and South24Parganas,

improving access to key

YELLOW LINE(NOAPARA - | ,raac The sections feature

JATHIND BIMANBANDARY): | stations at VIP Bazaar,

This6.77 kmline, withacost | Ritwik Ghatak, Barun

of rupees1,866 crore, Sengupta, Beleghata, Dum

establishes adirect Metro Dum Cantonment, Jessore

link to Kolkata Airport. It Road, and Jai Hind

will reduce travel timetothe | Bimanbandar, which are

airportfromoveranhourto | equipped with lifts,

amere 10minutes. The escalators, amenities for

interchange at Dum Dum passenger safety. Modi laid

Cantonment will provide the foundation stone fora

seamless access between Rs 43-crore subway at the

the city and its suburbs. Howrah Station.
by Metro, adding that the WestBengal is now among the
Howrah Station subway is also  states where 100 per cent railway
ensuring multimodal connectiv-  electrification hasbeen achieved.
ity. Noting that earlier, He acknowledged the long-
had to take long detourstocatch ~ standing demand for a MEMU
trains from Eastern Railway or  train between Purulia and
South Eastem Railway,Modisaid  Howrah. The PM informed that
with the constructionof thissub-  nine Vande Bharat trains are cur-
way, interchange time would be  rently operatingon various routes
significantly reduced. The Pime  in Bengal with two additional
Minister announced thatKolkata ~ Amrit Bharat trains also running
Airport is now connected to the  for the people of the state.
metro network, which will make In a move to strengthen road
it easier for people from distant  infrastructure, PM Modi also in-
partsof the city toreach the air-  augurated the 7 km, six-lane ele-
port vated Kona Expressway, a project

PM Modi emphasised that

costing over Rs 1,200 crore.
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METRO NETWORK GETS SEVEN NEW STATIONS; CM MAMATA SKIPS EVENT

PM flags off 3 metro links in Kolkata;

six-lane Kona Expressway gets nod

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA A1 — .

Kolkata, August 22 e ‘} { T
oy -

PRIME MINISTER NARENDRA ” y

Modi on Friday laid the founda-

tion stone of the six-lane Kona
Expressway project, worth over
1,200 crore, besides inaugu-
ratingthree newmetroroutesin
Kolkata.The 7.2 km-long Kona
Expressway will significantly
boost connectivity between
Howrah, adjoining rural areas
and Kolkata, cuttingdown travel
time by hours and giving a
majorpush to trade, commerce
and tourism in the region, offi-
cialssaid.

Earlierin the day, the prime
minister flagged off the three
new metro services spanning
the Green, Yellow and Orange
lines, covering 13.61 km,which
officials termed asa "defining
moment” in the city's metro
journey thatbeganin 1984.

"It is a matter of pride that
India boasts the third-largest
metro network in the world.
Remarkably, prior to 2014, the
country had only 250 km of

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with state BJP leaders at an event in Kolkata on Friday

progress of West Bengal.

"From Purulia to Howrah,
MEMU train has been intro-
duced,while nine Vande Bharat
trains and two Amrut Bharat

metroroutes. Today, that figure  trains were introduced,” he
has exceeded 1,000 km,"Modi  added Modihighlighted thatin
said. In Kolkata, the metronet-  thepast 11years,manyhighway
work hasalsowitnessed signifi-  projects had been launched
cant expansion, with theaddi-  after the BJP came to powerat
tionof sevennewstationsThese  theCentre.

developments will greatly He stressed that the six-lane
enhancethe ease of livingand  elevated Kona Expressway will

commuting for the residents of

significantly enhance connec-

the metropolis, he said. tivity and become a "game
“This marks a big step changer for Bengal in its
towardsimproved urbanmobil-  progress."Tuming to the gov-

ity and seamless connectivity.
Cities like Kolkata are a rich
identity of both India's history
and our future," the PM said,
after the foundation stone-lay-

emment's focus on green
energy, Modi said, "Today's
Bharatisworkingtowards green
mobility" He added that"more
electric vehicles and more elec-

ing ceremony. tric charging points"are among
He said the Union govern-  the priority areas to hamess
ment is making every possible  green technology.

effortforWest Bengal'sdevelop-
ment,andthattheeastern state
hasachieved 100 per cent rail-
way electrification.
“Twenty-first century India

The 13.61 km-long newly
inaugurated network, spread
across the Green, Yellow and
Orange lines, marks a defining
moment in the city’s metro

needsa 21stcenturytransport  journey thatbeganin 1984.
system. Therefore, today, from The Green Line extension
rail toroad, frommetroto air-  betweenSealdahand Esplanade
port...weare not onlydevelop-  (2.45 km)will provide the first
ingmodern transport facilities, ~seamlessmetrolinkbetweenthe
but also connecting themwith  twobusiestrailwayterminalsin
one another," Modi said. the metropolis — Howrah and
ThePM saidthe newlyinau-  Sealdah. What takes nearly 50
gurated routes willensure"case i byroad throughsnarled
of living and travel for the peo-  traffic will now take about 11

ple of Kolkata""From rail to
road, metro to airport, we are
introducing modem facilities
and increasing multi-mode

minutes underground.

For air travellers, the Yellow
Linestretch from Noaparato Jai
Hind Bimanbandar (6.77 km)

connectivity,"he emphasised. will, forthefirst timein 41years,
He said the Union govern-  connect theairportdirectlywith
mentisdoingeverythingforthe  thecity's metrogrid.
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AT KOLKATA RALLY, PM HIGHLIGHTS CASH-FOR-JOBS SCAM —l

TMC ‘Scared’ of Anti-Corruption Bill, Says

JayatriNag

Kolkata: Prime minister Narend-
ra Modi, who was in poll-bound
Kolkata on Friday, harped on the
anti-corruption bill presented in
Parliament, claiming that the
TMC was “scared of the bill” as a
number of their ministers were in-
volved in corruption, and called
for a parivartan to bring more de-
velopment to Bengal.

“Our new anti-corruption bill
will ensure thatnoone—aCM, mi-
nister or PM — can be in power if
involved in corruption,” Modisaid
at a public rally in Kolkata. Refer-
ringtothe cash for jobs scam invol-
ving TMC ministers, he said, “In
Bengal,even ministers werearres-
ted with huge amounts of cash but
they didn’t resign. We have seen
peoplerunning governments from
jail.” “If agovernmentemployeeis
arrested and kept in jail for 50 da-
ys, he gets suspended. But if a CM,
minister or PM goes to jail, no law
prevails for them,” he said.

“A TMC minister was in jail in
connection with the recruitment
scam. But the minister was not re-
ady to leave his post. Another mi-
nister was in jail in connection
with the ration scam. We have a
CM who goes to jail, and runs the
governmentfromjail. So,Idecided
thatthiscannotgoon...if aCM, mi-
nisters or PM does not get bail, his
chair will also go,” Modi said.

PARIVARTAN IN BENGAL
“Bengal deserves industries, jobs,
safety for women, respect for far-
mers, and true governance. This is
only possible with BJP at the helm.
The voice of Bengal today is — ‘re-
move TMC, save Bengal’,” he said.
Talking on infiltration, Modi sa-

id, “Our country cannot tolerate
infiltration. India haslimited reso-
urces and jobs for its youth should
be provided. Infiltrators put pres-
sureontheeconomy and putthe sa-
fety of women at stake.”
“TheIndia government has taken
measures, but the

— INDIA bloc is hel-
PM launches ping infiltration.
development West Bengal is a
projects bordering state.
worthover Unless financial
75,200 crore strength and

growth happens,
the state will not become part of
Vikshit Bharat. Demographic
changes are happening,” he said
highlighting his Independence
Day speech where he spoke about a
Demographic Commission.

INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS

The PM laid the foundation stone
and inaugurated multiple develop-
ment projects worth over 5,200
crore. He laid the foundation stone
for a 7.2-km six-lane elevated Kona
Expressway worth over 1,200 cro-

nister Aswini Vaish-
naw, Bengal Gover-
nor CV Ananda Bo-
se, Union minister
Santanu Thakur we-
re present at the pro-
gramme. Modi also
inaugurated a 13.61-
km metro rail net-
work in Kolkata. He
also visited the Jes-
sore Road metro sta-
tion, where he flag-
ged off the Noapa-
ra-Jai Hind Biman-
bandar metro
service. He travel-
led on the metro
from Jessore Road
to Jai Hind Biman-
bandar and back.
He also flagged off
the Sealdah-Espla-
nade metro service
and the Beliaghata-
Hemanta Mukho-
padhyay metro ser-
vice virtually.

re. Union railway mi-

—_— -

ey A

¥

f WOMEN’S SAFETY, RESPECT FOR FARMERS,

AND TRUE GOVERNANCE. THIS IS ONLY
POSSIBLE WITH THE BJP AT THE HELM
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Prime Minister Narendn Modi during the ﬂagglng off ceremony of metro trains, in Kolkata.

From Sealdah to Dharmatala in 3
Minutes: Modi Inaugurates New
Metro Route and Expanded Llnes

Kolkata, 22 August: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi inau-
gurated a new metro route in
Kolkata, along with the expan-
sion of two existing lines, sig-
nificantly enhancing urban
connectivity and reducing
travel time across key parts of
the city. The newly inaugurated
section promises commuters a
swift journey from Sealdah to
Dharmatala in just three min-
utes, marking a milestone in the
modemization and expansion

of Kolkata’s metro network.
The event, held at a public
gathering, witnessed the pres-
ence of local officials, digni-
taries, and a large crowd of
citizens cager to witness the in-
auguration. During his address,
Prime Minister Modi high-
lighted the metro project’s im-
portance for the city's
L its

ment’s role in funding and pol-
icy support, state authorities
pointed out the extensive
groundwork, planning, and
local coordination carried out
by the West Bengal ad

underserved areas, connecting
residential neighborhoods with
business districts and cultural
centers. Officials assured that
regular maintenance, llle\
updates, and used

tion. The joint efforts aim to en-
sure timely completion and
efficient operation of the metro

gestion, im-
proving conne , and fos-
tering  sustainable  urban
mobility. The expansion is ex-
pected to benefit th is of

Commulef; and u
dents

/ resi-

services would continue to en-
hance commuter satisfaction
and safety.

The inauguration comes
atatime W hen Indian cities are

about the rLdut.ul travel time
and improved connectivity. The
Sealdah-DF la route, now

daily travelers who previously
faced long commute times and
traffic bottlenecks.

The new metro route and
the extensions of two existing
lines reflect years of planning,
coordination, and construction
cfforts by both central and state
agencies. The project includes
modernized stations, updated

cut to three minutes, is ex-
pected to ease pressure on road
traffic and provide a faster al-
temative to buses and taxis.
Transportation experts noted
that such enhancements are
vital for Kolkata’s ﬂo\\mg
population, addres both
current mobility dullcngcs and
future urban d

e focusing on sus-
tainable urban transport solu-
tions. Metro expansions are
seen  as  environmentally
friendly alternatives to road
transport, reducing vehicle con-
gestion, emissions, and travel
times. Kolkata’s metro net-
work, with the addition of these
new routes, is expected to serve
as a model for urban transport
development in castern India.

Prlmc Minister Narendra
Modi's i of the new

signaling systems, and en- needs. metro route and the expansion
hanced safety iealures ensur- I’olmcal observers also  of two existing hnes in Kolkata
inga and efficient  highlighted the symboli “5- T a ad-
experience for Of- of the inaug vance: in the city’s urban
ficials emphasized that the in- ~ While transport With

tegration of the new sections
with the existing metro network
will provide scamless connee-
tivity across major transit
points in Kolkata, improving
access to commercial hubs, res-
idential areas, and cultural land-
marks.

The inauguration also un-

e collab

ments benefit the m’mml pub-
lic, high-profile inaugurations
often serve to showease gover-
nance achievements and
strengthen political narratives.
Modi’s presence and remarks
emphasized efficiency, devel-
opment, and accessibility, res-
onating with both daily

tween central and state
governments in  executing
large-scale infrastructure proj-
ects. While the Prime Minister
highlighted the central govern-

and supy of
government initiatives.

In addition to the new
route, the extensions of two ex-
isting lines are designed to ex-
pand metro coverage into

travel from Sealdah to Dhar-
matala reduced to just three
minutes, commulers gain a
faster, safer, and more efficient
mode of travel, while the city
moves closer to its goal of sus-
tainable and modemized urban
mobility.

The collaborative effort
between central and state au-
thorities, along with the integra-
tion of modem facilities,
positions Kolkata Metro as a
key driver of the city’s contin-
ued growth and connectivity.
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PM LAYS FOUNDATION FOR KONA EXPRESSWAY WORTH OVER RS 1,200 CR

Modi inaugurates 3 Metro stretches; Mamata © 10 P4ge 1

says drew blueprints, arranged funds as Rly Min Modi

AS RAILWAYS MINISTER, PLANNED & SANCTIONED A SERIES OF METRO CORRIDORS: CM

“My planning as Railways
Minister got fi ent in my
participation in execution.

O ——— ) HIGHLIGHTS Expanding Metro infrastructure
ﬁﬂlfh";':w"\' Prime “":;:: * The Prime Minister unveiled R has been a long journey for me.
new Metro stretches in Kolkata, and 5.200-crore worth of infrastructure Allow me some nostalgia today,
L pesacts, g Gvue cruckel metre Banerjee wrote on X. . .
nched a key expressway project

on Friday, Chief Minister Mamata ‘stretches - Sealdah to Esplanade, R?vne'ei(' ;onr th
Banerjee in & nostalgic post on social K Noapara to Ja Hind Bimanbandar and ! S "ng er_nrpeas e
Mnmh asserted w:: :’wu -hmh: Hemanta Mukhopadhyay to Beleghata Union Railway minister, Baner-

o ? —— * The inauguration of the 11 41 kam-long jee wrote on X: “Allow me to be
she had “drawn the blueprints, X &
arranged funds. initiated the work, Notsa astwrk i Relhats dracty alittle nostalgic today. As the
and ensured that different ends of Rail Minister of India, | was
the ¢ ted by Met rest of the city, the first time in &1 years 3 2 »
mm RO WA Nowmebbeslensigkdy  fortunate in planning and sanc-

el 4 Ut nostal today. botchis : :

o e I '::il&ﬂ‘zﬂm“m “:l strotches, in Kolkute, on Fridey 11 kg the Ralways Miister of india, | was tioning a series of Metro Railway
200-c iy : , :

ture projects, including three cructal  time in 41 years. The Prime Min.  the projects, arranged rehabilitation first in the NDA government under l-i:ibﬂh-’h-i corridors in metropolitan Kol-

metro stretches - Seatlah 10 Espla-  ister also laid the foundation for a  for displaced people, and extended  Atal Bihari Vajpayee between 1999 privy s kata. I had drawn the blueprints,

nade (Green Line, 2.6 km), » 7.2-km clevated Kona Expressway, full cooperation to ensure their  and 2001, and during the Con metropoitan Kalhata inits

40 Ja Hind Bimanbandar (Yellow  woeth over Rs 1,200 crore, which b execution pressJed UPA 2 from 2008 102011 Segots, amanged e A mtiedthe  arranged the funds, initiated the

Line, 6.77 km), and Hemanta Muk-  expected 1o ensure betier connectiv Sources in the ruling party said  said it was in her second stint that she werks and snsund et e et st works and ensured that the dif-

hopadhyay to Beleghata (Orange ity between Howrah and Kolkata.  her decision to stay away came in  sanctioned the series of metro expan the city | Joka, Garia, Airport, Sector V, etc) ferent ends of the city ( Joka

Line, 4.39 km). The Chief Minister, who skipped  the wake of all harassment of  sion cts across Kolkata, ‘were connected by an intra-City Metro grid p . .

The inauguration of the 13.61  the Metro inaug progs mmigrant Bengal in BIP noted that her initiatives 35 Yo e el Mkste of West Bengal, Garia, Airport, Sector V, etc)
km-long Metro network in Kolkata  took a veiled swipe at the BJP-led  ruled states. Railway minister had eventually 1 had the acftonal priviege of were connected by an intra-city
directly connected the Kolkata air-  Centre, noting that as Chicf Minis-  The Bengal Chief Minister, who  taken shape, which made her “nos kg prt M i
port with the rest of the city, the first held the Railway portfolio twice—  talgic” Continued on P6 0 execution o the propects. etro gri

ter she later provided free land for

She also recalled how, as
Chief Minister, she ensured
the projects materialised
and extended all possible
cooperation.

“Later, as the Chief Minister
of West Bengal, I had the addi-
tional privilege of taking part in
execution of the projects. From
the State, | arranged free land,
paved roads, arranged reha-
bilitation of displaced people,
removed impediments, and
ensured all help in the execution
of projects,” Banerjee said.

Highlighting the efforts put
in by her government, Baner-
jee said: “Our chief secretar-
ies successively held a series
of coordination meetings to
ensure integration of execution
agencies.”

During the programme, the
Prime Minister said that when
India was moving towards
becoming the third-largest econ-
omy, the role of Dum Dum, Kol-
kata, increased further. “This
programme is proof that today’s
India is working for the devel-
opment of every city. Green
mobility efforts are being made
in every city; the number of elec-
tric charging points and elec-
tric buses is being increased...
The Metro network is being
expanded and everyone is proud
that India has the third largest
metro network in the world,” he
said.
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COMMUTERS REJOICE AT TIME SAVED

Howrah to Salt Lake in minutes: East-
West Metro Corridor opens to public

OUR CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA: Revenue services
on the full East-West Metro
corridor (Green Line) between
Howrah Maidan and Salt Lake
Sector V began on Friday after
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
virtually flagged off operations,
inaugurating the final 2.45-km
underground link between
Sealdah and Esplanade.

The inaugural train, dec-
orated with marigold gar-
lands and ribbons, left Sealdah
at 4.46 pm with motorman
Jaydeep Ghosh in charge and
reached Esplanade at 4.52 pm.
The return service, driven by
motorman Charan Biswas,
departed Esplanade at 4.53
pm and arrived at Sealdah at
4.58 pm. Commercial opera-
tions started later in the evening
with trains leaving Howrah
Maidan at 6 pm and Sector
Vat 6.02 pm.

The 16.6-km stretch now
allows direct travel between
Howrah and Sector V in about
32 minutes, and between How-

The inaugural train,
decorated with
marigold garlands
and ribbons, left
Sealdah at 4.46

pm with motorman
Jaydeep Ghosh in
charge and reached
Esplanade at 4.52 pm

Services on the East-West corridor will run from 6.30 am until 10.19

pm, Monday to Saturday PIC/GAUTAM BOSE

rah and Sealdah in 11 minutes,
journeys that earlier took nearly
twice as long and required mul-
tiple changes.

Arnab Bhattacharya of
Chandannagar said: “Earlier, |
had to take a bus or shuttle from
Sector V to Bali Halt, then catch
a train to Chandannagar. Now [
can reach Howrah directly, sav-
ing at least an hour”

Pallabi Naskar of Nalpur,
Howrah, who previously trav-
elled via Santragachhi, said:
“Now [ won't have to depend on
buses. One metro ride to How-

rah is enough.” Soumya Panda
of Dasnagar added that his
earlier commute had involved
multiple transfers by bus and
metro before he could reach
Howrah Maidan. “Now [ can
go straight to Howrah Maidan,’
he said. Services on the East-
West corridor will run from
6.30 am until 10.19 pm, Mon-
day to Saturday. The first trains
will leave Howrah Maidan at
6.30 am and Sector V at 6.32
am. The last train from How-
rah Maidan will depart at 9.45
pm and from Sector V at 9.47

pm. A total of 186 services will
operate daily, at intervals of 8
minutes during peak hours. On
Sundays, 104 services will be
available at 15-minute inter-
vals. Operations will begin at 9
am from Howrah Maidan and
9.02 am from Sector V.

The Prime Minister also
inaugurated two other stretches:
the 6.77-km Noapara-Jai Hind
Bimanbandar (Airport) sec-
tion of the Yellow Line and the
4.39-km Orange Line exten-
sion between Beleghata and
Hemanta Mukhopadhyay

(Ruby). Both will open for
commercial service on Mon-
day, August 25.

The Yellow Line will run 120
services daily, Monday to Fri-
day, at 10-15 minute intervals.
The first trains will leave both
terminals at 7.58 am and the
last at 8 pm. The Orange Line
will operate 60 services a day,
with trains every 25 minutes.

The first trains will depart
at 8 am and the last at 8.05
pm. Both stretches will remain
closed on weekends. Metro
Railway has also announced
fares for the new corridors.
From Howrah to Sealdah, the
fare is Rs 20. Travel from How-
rah to Karunamoyee or Sector
V will cost Rs 30, while trips to
the Orange Line's VIP Bazar,
Ritwik Ghatak, Barun Sengupta
and Beleghata will cost Rs 50.
Journeys from Howrah to Dum
Dum Cantonment will cost Rs
40 and to Jassore Road or the
Airport Rs 50. From the Air-
port, fares start at Rs 5 for Jas-
sore Road and rise to Rs 70 for
Sector V or Karunamoyee.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi during a public rally after the Inauguration of Metro railway
project at Central Jail ground Dum Dum in Kolkata on Friday.
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Text of PM's speech at the
launch of key infra projects

MI News Service, New Delhi:
Governor of West Bengal CV
Anand Bose ji, my col-
leagues in the Union Cabi-
net Shantanu Thakur ji,
Ravneet Singh ji, Sukanta
Majumdar ji, Leader of Op-
position in West Bengal As-
sembly Shuvendu Adhikari
ji, my colleague in Parlia-
ment Shomik Bhattacharya
ji, other public representa-
tives present, ladies and
gentlemen, Today once
again | have got the oppor-
tunity to accelerate the de-
velopment of West Bengal. |
have just come back after
enjoying the Kolkata Metro
from Noapara to Jai Hind
Biman Bandar. During this,
1 also got the opportunity to
talk to many colleagues.
Everyone is happy that
Kolkata's public transport is
really becoming modern
now. Today the foundation
stone of the six-lane ele-
vated Kona Expressway has
also been laid here. Many
congratulations to the peo-
ple of Kolkata and the entire
West Bengal for all these
projects worth thousands of
crores of rupees. Friends,
our cities like Kolkata are a
rich identity of both India's
history and our future.
Today, when India is moving
towards becoming the third
largest economy of the
world, the role of these
cities, Dum Dum, Kolkata, is
very big. Therefore, the
message of today's program
is bigger than the inaugura-
tion of the metro and the
foundation stone laying of
the highway. This event is a
proof of how today's India is
transforming its cities.
Today, efforts are being
made for green mobility in
the cities of India, the num-
ber of electric charging
points and electric buses is
being  continuously in-
creased, efforts are being

in Kolkata,West Bengal
S iamisseae

oD, -

made to convert waste to
wealth, to generate electric-
ity from the waste gener-
ated from the city, the
facilities of the metro are in-
creasing, the metro net-
work is expanding. Today
everyone is proud to hear
that the third largest metro
network of the world is now
in India. Before 2014, the
metro route in the country
was only 250 kms. Today,
the metro route in the coun-
try has become more than a
thousand kms. The metro
has also been continuously
expanding in Kolkata. Even
today, about 14 kms of new
lines are being added to the
metro rail network of
Kolkata. 7 new stations are
being added to the Kolkata
Metro. All these works are
going to increase the ease of
living and ease of travel of
the people of Kolkata.
Friends, 21st century India
also needs a 21st century
transit support system. That
is why today in the country,
from rail to road, from
metro to airport, we are de-
veloping modern transit fa-
cilities and also connecting
them with each other. That
is, along with transporting
people from one city to an-
other, our effort is to pro-
vide them seamless transit
support near their homes.
And we also see a glimpse
of this in the multi-modal
connectivity of Kolkata.
Today, the country's busiest
railway  stations like
Howrah and Sealdah are
now connected to the
metro.

This means that the travel
between the stations which
earlier used to take one and
a half hours, will now take
only a few minutes with the
metro.  Similarly, the
Howrah station subway is
also ensuring multimodal
connectivity.

12



METRO RAILWAY, KOLKATA
India’s First Metro

MORNING INDIA (KOLKATA EDITION) DT.23-08-2025, PAGE: 7

PM Narendra Modi lays foundation stone,
inaugurates multiple development projects worth
over Rs 5,200 crore at Kolkata, West Bengal

» Cities like Kolkata represent the rich identity of both India’s history and its future: PM

» As India advances towards becomin;
as Dum Dum and Kolkata will play a si

g the world’s third-largest economy, cities such
ignificant role in this journey: PM

» 21st-century India requires a 21st-century transport system, Therefore, today across
the country, modern transport facilities—from railways to roads, metros to airports—are
not only being developed but also being integrated to ensure seamless connectivity: PM

|

MI News Service, New Delhi: The
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi
laid the foundation stone and inau-
gurated multiple development proj-
ects worth over Rs 5,200 crore in
Kolkata at West Bengal today. Ad-
dressing the gathering, the Prime
Minister stated that he once again
had the opportunity to accelerate
the development of West Bengal.
Sharing his experience of the
Kolkata Metro journey from Noa-
para to Jai Hind Airport, Shri Modi
said that during this visit, he inter-
acted with many colleagues and
noted that everyone expressed hap-

piness over the modernization of

Kolkata's public transport system.
The Prime Minister also laid the
foundation stone for the six-lane el-
evated Kona Expressway. He ex-
tended heartfelt congratulations to
the people of Kolkata and all citizens
of West Bengal for these multi-thou-
sand crore rupee projects.

“Cities like Kolkata are a rich
embodiment of both India’s history
and its future, as India moves to-

‘

wards becoming the world’s third-
largest economy, cities such as Dum
Dum and Kolkata will play a pivotal
role”, said Shri Modi. He stated that
the message of today’s programme
goes beyond the inauguration of the
metro and the foundation stone of
the highway. The Prime Minister
noted that this event is a testament
to how modern India is transform-
ing its urban landscape. He empha-
sized that efforts are underway
across Indian cities to promotie
green mobility, while the number of

3 9 £
electric charging points and electric
buses is being increased. He further
added that under the ‘Waste to
Wealth' initiative, cities are now
generating electricity from urban
waste. Highlighting that metro serv-
ices are expanding and metro net-
works are being extended, Shri
Modi expressed pride in the fact that
India now has the world’s third-
largest metro network. He pointed
out that before 2014, the country

had only 250 kilometres of metro
routes, while today, the metro net-
work in India has expanded to over
1,000 kilometres. He stated that
Kolkata too has witnessed continu-
ous expansion of its metro system.
The Prime Minister informed that
approximately 14 kilometres of new
lines are being added to Kolkata's
metro rail network, while seven new
stations are being integrated into
the Kolkata Metro. He affirmed that
all these developments will enhance
the Ease of Living and Ease of Travel
for the people of Kolkata. “21st-cen-
tury India requires a 21st-century
transport system. Therefore, today
across the country, modern trans-
port facilities—from railways to
roads, metros to airports—are being
developed and interconnected”, em-
phasised Shri Modi. He highlighted
that the government’s effort is not
only to connect one city to another,
but also to ensure seamless trans-
port access near people’s homes. He
remarked that a glimpse of this vi-
sion can be seen in Kolkata’s multi-
modal connectivity. The Prime
Minister noted that two of the coun-
try's busiest railway stations—
Howrah and Sealdah—are now
connected via metro. He pointed out
that travel time between these sta-
tions, which earlier took around one
and a half hours, will now take only
a few minutes by metro. He added
that the Howrah Station subway is
also ensuring multi-modal connec-
tivity. Noting that earlier, passengers
had to take long detours to catch
trains from Eastern Railway or
South Eastern Railway, Shri Modi
said with the construction of this
subway, interchange time will be
significantly reduced.
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PM lays foundation stone of
6-lane elevated Kona Expressway,
inaugurates 3 metro routes

KOLKATA, AUG 22 /--/ Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday laid the
foundation stone of the six-lane Kona
Expressway project, worth over Rs 1,200
crore, besides inaugurating three new
metro routes in Kolkata.

The 7.2 km-long Kona Expressway
will significantly boost connectivity
between Howrah, adjoining rural areas
and Kolkata, cutting down travel time by
hours and giving a major push to trade,
commerce and tourism in the region,

train has been introduced, while nine
Vande Bharat trains and two Amrut
Bharat trains were introduced," he added.
The Prime Minister stressed that the six-
lane elevated Kona Expressway will
significantly enhance connectivity and
become a "game changer for Bengal in its
progress.”

The 13.61 km-long newly inaugurated
network, spread across the Green, Yellow
and Orange lines, marks a defining
moment in the city's metro journey that

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with school students takes a metro ride from

Jessore Road Station to Jai Hind Bi

in K on

Friday, after inaugurating three new metro routes

officials said. Earlier in the day, the
Prime Minister flagged off the three new
metro services spanning the Green,
Yellow and Orange lines, covering 13.61
km, which officials termed as a "defining
moment" in the city's metro journey that
began in 1984. "It is a matter of pride that
India boasts the third-largest metro
network in the world. Remarkably, prior
to 2014, the country had only 250 km of
metro routes. Today, that figure has
exceeded 1,000 km,"” Modi said.

In Kolkata, the metro network has
also witnessed significant expansion,
with the addition of seven new stations.
These developments will greatly
enhance the ease of living and
commuting for the residents of the
metropolis, he said. "This marks a big
step towards improved urban mobility
and seamless connectivity. Cities like
Kolkata are a rich identity of both India’s
history and our future,” the Prime
Minister said, after the foundation stone-
laying ceremony. He said the Union
government is making every possible
effort for West Bengal's development, and
that the eastern state has achieved 100
per cent railway electrification.
"Twenty-first century India needs a 21st
century transport system. Therefore,
today, from rail to road, from metro to
airport... we are not only developing
modern transport facilities, but also
connecting them with one another,” Modi
said.

The Prime Minister said the newly
inaugurated routes will ensure "ease of
living and travel for the people of
Kolkata." "From rail to road, metro to
airport, we are introducing modern
facilities and increasing multi-mode
connectivity," he emphasised. Modi said
the Union government is doing
everything for the progress of West
Bengal. "From Purulia to Howrah, MEMU

began in 1984. For air travellers, the
Yellow Line stretch from Noapara to Jai
Hind Bimanbandar (6.77 km) will, for the
first time in 41 years, connect the airport
directly with the city's metro grid. The
airport run, which typically takes over an
hour by road, is expected to be halved to
just 30 minutes. The third corridor, the
Orange Line, will further expand the
city's east-west connectivity, adding
capacity to a network that has been
steadily growing in recent years. Modi
inaugurated the 4.4 km stretch between
Hemanta Mukhopadhyay-Beleghata
section of the Orange Line. The Green
Line will see the biggest benefit with
services increasing to 186. The Orange
Line will now run 60 services while the
Yellow Line will operate 120. The Green
Line extension between Sealdah and
Esplanade (2.45 km) will provide the first
seamless metro link between the two
busiest railway terminals in the
metropolis - Howrah and Sealdah. What
takes nearly 50 minutes by road through
snarled traffic will now take about 11
minutes underground.

After inaugurating three Metro
stretches in Kolkata, the Prime Minister
took aride on the brand new 6-km Jai Hind
Biman Bandar-Noapara route, boarding
the train at Jessore Road station. While
travelling, the Prime Minister interacted
with schoolchildren and posed for
photographs with them. He then travelled
to the Jai Hind Biman Bandar (city
airport) station, where he was shown
around the facilities, before returning to
Jessore Road station. He was
accompanied by West Bengal Governor
CV Ananda Bose, BJP state president
Samik Bhattacharya, Union minister
Sukanta Majumdar and Leader of
Opposition Suvendu Adhikari during the
inauguration programme. (PTI)
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Prime Minister Modi lays foundation stone,
inaugurates multiple development projects
worthoverRs 5,200 cratKolkata

NEW DELHI, AUG 22/--/
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi laid the foundation
stone and inaugurated
multiple development
projects worth over Rs 5,200
crore in Kolkata at West
Bengal today. Addressing
the gathering, the Prime
Minister stated that he once
again had the opportunity to
accelerate the development
of West Bengal. Sharing his
experience of the Kolkata
MetrojourneyfromNoapara
toJaiHind Airport, Mr Modi
said that during this visit, he
interacted with many
colleagues and noted that
everyone expressed
happiness over the
modernization of Kolkata's
public transport system.
The Prime Minister alsolaid
the foundation stone for the
six-lane elevated Kona
Expressway. He extended
heartfelt congratulations to
the people of Kolkata and all
citizens of West Bengal for
these multi-thousand crore
rupee projects.

“Cities like Kolkata are
a rich embodiment of both
India’shistoryanditsfuture,
as India moves towards
becoming the world's third-
largest economy, cities such
as Dum Dum and Kolkata
will play a pivotal role”, said
Shri Modi. He stated that the
message of today's
programme goes beyond the
inauguration of the metro
and the foundation stone of
the highway. The Prime
Minister noted that this
event is a testament to how
modernindiaistransforming
its urban landscape. He
emphasized that efforts are
underway across Indian
cities to promote green
mobility, while the number
of electric charging points
and electric buses is being
increased. He further added
that under the ‘Waste to
Wealth' initiative, cities are
now generating electricity
from urban waste.
Highlighting that metro
services are expanding and
metro networks are being
extended, Shri Modi
expressed pride in the fact
that India now has the
world's third-largest metro
network. He pointed out that
before 2014, the country had
only 250 kilometres of metro
routes, while today, the
metro network in India has
expanded to over 1,000
kilometres. He stated that
Kolkata too has witnessed
continuous expansion of its
metro system. The Prime
Minister informed that
approximately 14kilometres
ofnew lines are being added
to Kolkata's metro rail
network, while seven new
stationsare being integrated
into the Kolkata Metro. He
affirmed that all these
developments will enhance
the Ease of Living and Ease
of Travel for the people of
Kolkata.

“21st-century India
requires a 21st-century
transportsystem. Therefore,
today across the country,
modern transport
facilities—from railways to
roads, metros to airports—

™~

Prime Minister Narendra Modi undertakes a metroride
at Kolkata, West Bengal on Friday--PIB

are being developed and
interconnected”,
emphasised Shri Modi. He
highlighted that the
government's effort is not
only to connect one city to
another, but also to ensure
seamless transport access
near people’s homes. He
remarked that a glimpse of
this vision can be seen in
Kolkata’'s  multi-modal
connectivity. The Prime
Minister noted that two of
thecountry'sbusiestrailway
stations—Howrah  and
Sealdah—arenow connected
via metro. He pointed out
that travel time between
these stations, which earlier
took around one and a half
hours, will now take only a
few minutes by metro. He
added that the Howrah
Station subway is also
ensuring multi-modal
connectivity. Noting that
earlier, passengers had to
take long detours to catch
trains from Eastern Railway
or South Eastern Railway,
Shri Modi said with the
construction of this subway,
interchange time will be
significantly reduced. The
Prime Minister announced
that Kolkata Airport is now
connected to the metro
network, which will make it
easierforpeoplefromdistant
parts of the city to reach the
airport.

Affirming that the
Government of India is
making every possible effort
for the development of West
Bengal, Shri Modi
underlined that West Bengal
is now among the states
where  100% railway
electrification has been
achieved. He acknowledged
the long-standing demand
fora MEMU train between
Purulia and Howrah, and
confirmed that the
Government of India has
fulfilled this public demand.
The Prime Minister
informed that nine Vande
Bharat trains are currently
operating on various routes
in West Bengal with two
additional Amrit Bharat
trains also running for the
people of the state.

Stating thatover the past
11 years, the Government of
India has completed several
majorhighwayprojectsinthe
region, the Prime Minister
notedthatwork isongoingon
many other infrastructure
projects. He highlighted that
once the six-lane Kona
Expressway is completed, it
will significantly improve
port connectivity. He
concluded by adding that
this enhanced connectivity

will  strengthen the
foundation for a better
future for Kolkata and West
Bengal.

The Governor of West
Bengal, Dr. C.V. Ananda
Bose, Union Ministers
Shantanu Thakur, Ravneet
Singh Bittu, Dr. Sukanta
Majumdar were present
among other dignitaries at
the event.

In line with his
commitment to world class
infrastructure and
developed urban
connectivity, Prime
Minister inaugurated metro
railway projects in Kolkata.
A 1361 km long newly
constructed metro network
will be inaugurated and
metro services will be
launched on these routes.
He visited the Jessore Road
MetroStation, where hewill
flag off the Noapara-Jai
Hind Bimanbandar metro
service from Jessore Road.
In addition, through video
conferencing, he will also
flag off the Sealdah-
Esplanade metro service
and the Beleghata-Hemanta
Mukhopadhyay metro
service. He also undertook
ametro ride from Jessore
Road Metro Station to Jai
Hind Bimanbandar and
back.

At the public function,
PrimeMinister inaugurated
these metro sections and a
newly constructed subway
at Howrah Metro Station.
The Noapara-Jai Hind
Bimanbandarmetroservice
will significantly improve
theaccesstotheairport. The
Sealdah-Esplanade metro
will reduce the travel time
between thetwopointsfrom
nearly 40 minutes toonly 11
minutes. The Beleghata
Hemanta Mukhopadhyay
metro section will play a
crucial role in enhancing
connectivity with the IT
hub. These metro routes
will connect some of
Kolkata's busiest areas,
bringa notable reduction in
travel time, and strengthen
multimodal connectivity,
benefiting lakhs of daily
commuters.

In a major boost to road
infrastructureintheregion,
Prime Minister also laid the
foundation stone of 7.2km
long six-lane elevated Kona
Expressway worth over Rs
1,200 crore. It will enhance
connectivity between
Howrah, surrounding rural
areas, and Kolkata, saving
hours of travel time and
giving significant boost to
trade, commerce, and
tourism in the region. (PIB)
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PM Modi flags off three new metro links in
Kolkata

With the of new services, metro in the city has ded by a f
13.61 ki across Green, Orange, and Yellow metro routes

Upcated - fuguit e
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi an Friday (August 22, 2025) flagged off metro services in thive different routes in Xollata,
including the mucl-awaited connections to the Netaji Subliash Chandra Bose International Afrport and in the under
river muetro linw,

Corbons emding e £ NTTRT LTI

The inauguration programme took place at the Jessore Road Metro Station, from where the Prime Minister undestook a
round-trip o d the Jai Hind

‘The programme was attended by West Bengal Governor C.V. Ananda Bose, State president of the Bharatiya Janata Pary
(87) samik Bhattachary, and Union Minister Sulcantn Majumdar among ocher dignitaries.

With th of Y. the hes  net distance of 1161 km across
Grown, Orange, and Yellow metso routes in Kolkata,

“Acity like Bolkata is the pride of our coustry's jast and future, Now that [ndia is on its way to becoming the worlds
thind-Largest econiomy, the role of Kolkata and Dum Dum is very significant” thie Prime Minister said during the
Inavguration,

He added that India has the world's third largest metro network.

stk e AR

*Before 2014, thre wats ouly 250 ki of mwteo toute s the country, Today, the metio network in the country lies excesded
1000 km,” Mr. Mod! said, adding that the sdditional 14 km covered by Kolkat:rs metro service will booat ease of Iiving
andtiawel

The matro links that the Prime Minister flagged off include the much awaited Ink in the Green Line betveen Esplanade
and Sealdab stations, This is set to cut down travel time between the city's fwo major milway stations, Howrah and
Sealdah, from 40 minutes to 11 minutes, and connect key business districts in Howrah, Kollata, and Bidhannagar

‘The metro link from Naapara to Jai Hind x hoast il port, while the
Beleghata to Hemanta streteh cun help pe touccess theclty's tectinology (I7) hubs,

I AT

Historically, Kolkata was Uhe first elty to luve meteo services I the country, siuee 1954,

“As the Railways Minkster of India, | in planning and i serles of Metro ¥ in
metropolitnn Kolkata, | had drawn the blue prints arranged the funds initiated the works and ensured that ditferent
onds of the city (Joka, Garia, Airport, Sector V ete] wure connected by an intra ity Motro grid,” West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banwrjes said on Priday (Auuat 22)
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PM Modi inaugurates Kolkata metro
corridors; experts say real estate
markets to gain from airport, suburban
connectivity

BySouptikDatta X

Uptdated on; Aug 22, 20250527 pm 151 o o . @
PM Modi's inauguration of Kolkata's new metro
corridors set to boost property markets. IT hubs
like Rajarhat, New Town likely to gain from
improved connectivity

With Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurating
key stretches of the Green, Orange, and Yellow
metro lines on August 22, experts say Kolkata's real
estate sector is set for a boost. The metro
expansion is expected to drive at least a 5% rise in
property values in the eastern and southern
regions inthe short to long term, they say.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's August 22 metro launch is
expected to baost Kolkata's real estate market, with experts
projecting a 5% rise in property values driven by Improved
connectivity. (Representztional Image){Melro Railway Kolkata )

Launched just ahead of Durga Puja, the extended
network will improve connectivity to the airport
and IT corridor while making citywide travel more
convenient, further fuelling housing demand and
price growth, they say.

The new stretches cover Sealdah to Esplanade
(2.45 km), Noapara to Jaihind Bimanbandar (6.77
km), and Hemanta Mukhaopadhyay to Beleghata
(4.39 km) across three different Kolkata Metro
corridors.

Which areas will see improved connectivity through the
Metro corridors?

The Green Line extension will connect Howrah
Maidan to Salt Lake Sector 5, forming a key east-
west corridor that links Howrah railway station
with Kolkata's growing IT and commercial hub in
Salt Lake Sector 5. Experts say this line will
significantly cut travel time, reduce reliance on
road transport, and boost residential demand in
Salt Lake, New Town, and nearby areas.

The Orange Line stretch will run from Hemanta
Mukhopadhyay Metro station at Ruby Crossing
to Beleghata, enhancing connectivity in the city's
southern and eastern regions. For real estate, this
line is expected to spur new interest in areas
along the EM Bypass, where residential and retail
projects are already expanding.

The Yellow Line covers a 6.77 km stretch with
four stations: Noapara, Dum Dum Cantonment,
Jessore Road, and Jai Hind Bimanbandar. It
provides Kolkata's first direct metro link to the
airport, a development for both commuters and
tourists.

Metro impact on peripheral areas

Kolkata's metro expansion may lead to real estate
growth, with its impact becoming increasingly
visible as key corridors begin to connect the city's ‘
peripheries, experts pointed out. \

Saket Mohta, managing director of Merlin Group,
said the new lines will catapult residential sales to
new highs, particularly in the suburbs where
homes are more affordable. He said that
connectivity will not only link Howrah, North
Kolkata, the Airport area, and EM Bypass to
central Kolkata but also open up opportunities in
far-off locations where people can now easily
access healthcare, education, and other facllities.

Experts suggest that the price of peripheral areas
in the southern bypass and beyond is also likely to
go up. "It will especially see growth in the launch
of new projects in North Kolkata. However
availability of suitable land in North Kolkata will
be a question. But the greater part of Kolkata, like
Sodepur, Kamarhati, and Titagarh segment, will
be Impacted with this new metro line
connectivity through Noapara and up to the
existing metro line to Dakhnieswar,” Mohta said.
Most of these areas were earlier dotted with
medium and large industries, many of which are
closed and are lying unutilised; a suitable
government policy can make these lands available
for the development of housing and commercial
real estate, he pointed out.

"Metro projects in Kolkata have been under
construction for nearly 15-16 years, and while
the image of the city's potential was always there,
the real impact will only be felt now as the lines
become continuous and operational,” Biplap
Kumar, president at NK Realtors, said. "Within a
2-3 km radius of metro stations, we can expect
strong development activity."

Howrah, traditionally considered on the far side
of the city, is expected to see a major boost with
direct connectivity to Sector V through the new
east-west metro link. The new metroline is
expected to cover a distance of about 20 km in
Just 12 minutes.

“This will make Howrah far more accessible, and
adjoining localities within 3-4 km will now
witness real estate traction,” Kumar explained.
Premium residential projects are already
emerging, with developments such as Ganga
Riverfront apartments priced in the ¥2-3 crore
bracket."Where there is a distance from the
riverfront, properties are trading closer to 31
crore,” he said,

The airport zone, long plagued by congestion and
traffic bottlenecks, is also likely to transform with
new metro connectivity. “Kalkhali, Jessore Road,
and adjoining areas have significant land parcels
available, and these will emerge as new growth
pockets" Kumar said.

Property prices in these locations range between
21-2 crore, with certain projects still available for
under ¥1 crore, making them attractive for both
mid-segment buyers and investors, he said.




METRO RAILWAY, KOLKATA
India’s First Metro

PRABHAT KHABAR (KOLKATA EDITION) DT.23-08-2025, PAGE: 2

ot & Ueet vied dlGl of 1rel o for
# 5200 Hels o YfeATan3il &1 Juere

Sk 2, oo aTea®! fea @t dierd) erad) ash srefwraeen voi! o wiewor e ereel 3t offore recayul

ammam?m L OFETE SN S0%e A HATS, Mo lan
3 oy 0 e ) i e, O — . —
AR F HeR § e U : o= - AR

FFR B AR R 99 A - Bt Y
T @R B T #5200
g # ufesrel # 3gEe
q foerrs . FrfEs w
T F70 W A F
G F U A A
T 7 A ek . 2014 R

"i ;i -4 = ‘}\ 'r'-_‘:h" . » ¢ s \ p ND o e A
aereTel 3 % RIS & 3ee+ 3 A W e w1 A (@ A ) & e el el i HepHen, YIsauret id i g, S Y 30 16 et e fig, s
e 30 ufcruet 3G aiftreTa 3R wew o1 e v g .

Tfarenait & e aeera feam. 1

TR e o e s 3
LT % Faer 1 o f
T F T v v J

e
EE
|
=
e

gfansit 1 7 Faa famwfaa @
fepa 1 e 2. wifee 3% U i
F S 4 517 R, A 3
et gffem 1= wF. {

ST ) Helferd e g

i a@gmmmm fFd 5 @ ¥, wifagE et frsel s s . T # amgfr T WA el Wl A

FFY ded W R naeE  wRc v wifees ad @ e T o1 W g‘zﬂmﬁmaﬁw@t o e o R, Afew @l G
£l T8 F Ao R el O F i dendgeawet e @ oaw, ol 7 A vfee R SR wE-eR A W F O F U 9% FAead
e T T AR F oI & fE Al 9 g & F we  ded’ AErd d el w0 Y e 97 o w £ e 2 IR w4 @ fE wer gifga s gl

18



METRO RAILWAY, KOLKATA
India’s First Metro

PRABHAT KHABAR (KOLKATA EDITION) DT.23-08-2025, PAGE: 1

o dl of B2 ool aTel Uferdes dieT e 1 fden freTeene a dter ate) afrel &1 3garea

mﬂamgﬁmméa : mmmammtmwaﬂ 461 Ot A

11,200 RS IR DA
AT 7.2 foeinites od &8
o T161 UfoRies B TR
Bl IR 3@ 3R

ICTRDTE 3 i 7 Wl A
& IgureH foar. e
AT e sad aas], 39D
R & TS 3R
PADT P d1d D qg,
a3 arTe! Fsa aam

IR 3 AR, a1y 3R
TCATH! B! agmal FHowT .
399 Ugd, G stmereEt A
7, Fe 3R SRF A R
13 .61 fopainie aididi =it
g e B & S e, -
ford asferpiiet = 1984 31 9% " -

Waﬁﬁamﬂw mmmawamﬂmﬁammm?mmasmammw
* Frotieres e’ e . Tpaiicy ol 97 e fa de=-=13arsT ARiaR A1 &1 Hari & . #1614 |0 & 2N ool aal 4

(fRgadeio2 we) | amedia ®iafk Idmang awdiy S fgari.




METRO RAILWAY, KOLKATA
India’s First Metro

PRABHAT KHABAR (KOLKATA EDITION) DT.23-08-2025, PAGE: 2

mﬁmmmmmaﬁm

ai3musT-or fe faemet dce AR

Uil AP 5 a4 6.77 Tl cidt A 3mrer-o s fem e
T DI TR DA 3 1866 DRI DI NG 31 &. 34 DIidTal
WU A ) ead 338 SN §1a51 A 3R Gaew ar

At ot et uR At
A geaol ore O Jzd
ERTCETaN, e

TEFHAT T IR I GHEH &
SER T8 § A wEE
| T of@sen F1 3gEe
3 fererra o, 5+ e
T H FHIATHA Hgl @d Fl
T T W @A w, o
WA 97 F1 F45 | A0
®. TR TE-dRE WY FiEn
(W9 =) W1 e |

) 3T wEE "Wel =IH W
U HA4d £, 4 Hie 7 3% A4
TATEAT T T T4 Wel o 1A
UfFees FHT CEuEd, T
12 1 A Forer=a .

9 A e 5w

D DY THY ¥ BaTS 3 U Wi, 5

e B TR B ATeH Perie 3 Se3enl A vIeT 3R 30l 7
3R 3R IRFRIIS BAReiae! e

T AT TIHT A I
WA R JaR
e A T T et
FICTRIATAN A wh1 TG T,
FHFHT TV TN 5200 TG
2. TS T a9

foraeTee- el daere
ZHH W 7 #ien § 74
2.45 foaq w4 foawce-
TGS HHH T 948 HA °
185 FI5 &, T HFH & 1a1
T § 3@ TS HeH Weeed
HATI-5 53 . eI HETas
3R foeee 7% 1 9 45

e+ e s 1 e

EEEET

dctareT-gdia FjsaR
daeret

RS WA A FE #
4.39 T wa aFemme-and
T HRA S AT |
875 IS 1 T S 2. 390
Fia A H FeHE qH
T 1 Tawar 20, Jerane |
i AT T 1 AT 354 WA
23 e & T 2. Hierm,
I 24 W el & Fatat
FI 3H WA § FIH @ 2.
ot e Tl 12 o M e 232
FHFHH W IYEAT TR @

T eIHar, a1 wavE-aigg
HiHe i TR gErE |
iR . 3 W9 A wd

ieE A8 (7 "5Aed) & A9

Td Wl FEE AT
(FEeT ) WA TN, W1 T
F WEmETE 0 357 A 1),
Td I6d F Wemays fHieg
F LI ST 9, SErs
freee =9 W Al
FHFA | 6 Ted N =

9, e Jaga o] 369 viEt
EIEL 28

20



India’s Fivst Metro

METRO RAILWAY, KOLKATA

AT ©Y g Tk
F Y1 Fi AT
Hl | I Fel, BB
T2l Yol 28 R &
ifgq ot |”

21



METRO RAILWAY, KOLKATA
India’s First Metro

SANMARG (KOLKATA EDITION) DT.23-08-2025, PAGE: 1

@@iﬂmm@ﬁz‘mm

T ¥ 5,200 BRIS ¥ s o e | yRa

I 3 e e
W 5,200 FF =@ | A=
= faf= faes aRarasi
=1 femm=ra s aga &
9 HFHE T IHA T 6 5B
1w A e uftem gme &

ot w1 ) 23 a1 @e
foren &1

W2 diuw A w5 war
TS TE A NS # =
f&8 AT W@ A F
FIE WA T §
el & amafraie 2 e

1§ e ol gw 213 6
S R e el

e e i s
N 7 Aged WA &
B0 wWE S W 7w
& Fiag 99 W 9E &
st i s 39 T
wedld §) W ung e #

wﬁu\maﬂmﬂmsﬁ?a\mﬁw Imm ﬁzaés

w1 (foarezz-ueeriz)
Ty HET B 6T e daeT § 0 o el v
wrayr ity ferarery e o w11 e o

aatl engA (Mamargr-sra 7 )
i W Ferh 4 1 g o
= mmm1mﬁm§mwm

278 TS W OfEe s Wl - T o fE aE T
e o ol el o uReen wmen sty wf gfe @

S g\ S el i Yo, W, A sl e Snd awgRr R
VAT T PR 3 (A A e fi e i W e & I T ae 5 g-—:ﬁm

3R T ¥ W v E

el e 421 apdsepe a4
1 i A% T 2, wh waen A
EaECa ﬁmmwmﬁ
e Ve v

g #§ fieeef f grae &
frarees = | ; s Al
7 a @ TS =
2YF B B ey s

020wz 0l E, Rl wel
M%s*?é«vrm a4 e
ﬁﬁﬁm'{uﬁmm
w0 & TAE W we
TeE-TEe e A
Had FM HR T F wE
T F e 3 757 e
(17 g 6 7

22



3

METRO RAILWAY, KOLKATA
India’s First Metro

INFO INDIA (KOLKATA EDITION) DT.23-08-2025, PAGE: 1

tftear aict of dieTorar o ot dlet gy e aan
ol o311, Dot TrIRI—d B it smeaRRren

o BII—BI3N & AT A &I foren anetet, aradia aft &l

A @A B HH @ # 40845 Tz 7w oA B oo 3 R vl @ o A gh Tk 3o o

Riemere (2.5 fofl) a6 g T ot 91 @ ovedl @ 0 21 2 vt ik 11 oz 3 o ) e 3 o) 9901 Al =8 2 ltw e
dreet A v e a@d % 7 73 e wm fem) v T wdl oA F oo oww awa 0w 2R gEmee 8 38R (4.4
03 ¥ A 1 vgd Aen vE FeEA aEE ® S0 A A e 99 yate ) ) 3 fawn wee 6, 9

afl ugn Aax amm F1 v ¥ YmE F o fvs  daew xma%%xfﬁfgmmm;ﬂ m ﬁsmauramf&s g
A w R e A A “l] ¥ AH B W AR B Y I &) @ gl 2

aefl gragt aik Reanerce A & .15 7@ Al w0 ow w1 Mmoo e S fmessd A H i Y ew aa e R
R Q) 4 Yord cPfere & wwzema @ rm i R @ el @ A ) T e A W, W B s o s 6 @ ol
& g 3@ fad 32 fime 1 g
ugu &) W w30 T afie
a‘im;mﬁ m};?

FEEE % AW g
40§ A4S gz wEE A Am|
- N
: A I

ewrd § 24 ToEn 3 2fa 2
w22 qoE ¥ Wi @
s (39 w2z & fem) fs 2
i) A m w1 1 9z 03
M=z 0E 3 W oW 2, 34 ad
A =) fasiaa w5 @ A e T qo
e fawiea M wwm F -
@ f dm m srem ol 7% adan
37 5200 #IB 34 e B F v
R S R w3 F3 A wum)
areh A7 ) 1w | warEh 1,200 w03
1571 A IpATE 373 A sfie ) wA
s Br R @ s 7.2 fesinia @A
Y ouee-a iR e ) snurieE
oo 12 A ' i @ w® EEE,
sprdorEn vl w AR 03 Fensil R afus H f vemm 930, dan ol smwdn @, vaend =% sl e 3 onim ges o S

>
I

Frowm W2 K FF WEH T 2.45
femimfian ol wEemzaiEmeEe 12)
T, F) #% W 6,77 e wRil
Asnyraem 7 e 32 9o

=) TR w2 s g -wre & v e
H e e A femeEr (245
famfl) 97 Pyom e 3 o we@ = TR
o 3T 21 snh gEE i e BB

s sl oW, gia s
ST TR # = @
e & wey g foed & @
3l wyE Y@ 2l @ @

¥ ¥ wfadad &) wgm, faed
a7 * w1 waa 2 ok A @
N, Ao s wdm 9
wEE wgm fism)

23



(o |

&

=

<

g

N
L 0 ¢ \m BE&ER ER®ExET m\a w&@@ EREE ua‘ \w mmn%\m
® ) 1R m%mmmmmm mmm%xwm el WW;W i
. & ISR holbiinn i i
Vh, ) % ﬁwgmmwmm-a ,m wwahwmmmm unwm mm@w&ammamm Wmﬁmm
a L e G e L
A < Tﬂ m y mmm .WMM ﬁMmmh\mmnmﬂmnmmwm ka%M@MWWW%MMMwM%M%WM
2% & ; m m@m%m% M;w@.mmmw R ni
M - o | = ﬁmmwmmmm m@mmmm (334 mﬁmmmam ﬁ,wmma mmmmw_mmﬁmmmmm

.S H EES aa@ mW nm amm.Wﬁmmfmmamta .m EF mmﬁ.

2= 8 i i WJ Mmmmmmwmmmfﬁmmﬁmm
53 ! mmﬂmﬁ Shsetriiines ;%mwm%ﬂm?w@mmamﬁmwmm
= Im < ™ i Mmh i,m@ mww - m_% a.m & ﬁm\mwm‘ﬁ.w zﬁmﬁm%mﬁ.ﬁm,ﬁmmw
=1 5 i Wm gL
" o z.\.mm.m & m HERT R oo = 5.
= F= < E= _%F= m Eg m ,mmm m,ﬁw .m{.m\mzo“mmw.mum
y gk o5k 2: % pErg ®
2| 83 il Mmm%wmmm%mgwwmme ol

<

[

=

e

=

24




India’s Fivst Metro

METRO RAILWAY, KOLKATA

SAMAGYA (KOLKATA EDITION) DT.23-08-2025, PAGE: 3

qﬁm%ﬂwﬂaﬁ&mﬂ;’rﬁmﬁ

y

IR, WEIAT ; T
Mg W I EEm W
FrcTHrdl § did Ae) Tt Wil
mmm%wm
g WA W 9 1 gan gt
e [heidled e w9 g
1 ATl &1 UE T TR &

Ey| <t g e el figsieng

(Y161 Fellg $Igl) LA¥A U,

N e 7 g s

F T 3 TR S S e
T e 9|

25



METRO RAILWAY, KOLKATA
India’s First Metro

PRAKASH (KOLKATA EDITION) DT.23-08-2025, PAGE:

T oft g Wit ? hicTehTdT, UTSW S | 5,200 S 9
¥ 3tferer At T afEam et @ e 3R 3gren fen
mﬁﬁmwﬁmﬁuﬁwaﬁﬁmwwm

Ty o FiE uE A
3 UT2IY =T o FierenTal
1 5,200 W2 T4 | JAfiw
& w3 faerm s &
e 3 3gea
THEW H FEA I
T A5RE 6 3 U A
= ufem =me & e =t
A FA s en ) 3=n
Fzmare A= 72 varare e
T WZ1 H1 AT HT
WA HTZN A 20 FAT o
T AR % R T2 H &g @A
| Fa=ia &1 31 g 3
TIEERTAl & WA UEea
% NYFASTH W THAA

= i |

YW A BE @9 A
uferaes Wi v EE w5 W
Torerara T 3ii wieerTa
E gi2m e & AR wi
31 AZ-TAR ®WUZ &
i & o wifees aue

A

it Wit A e, Wi
FH I WA & 3feE 3R
wfaey FH1 = "G WA 2
HH-FAR G A TEy =5
FefETEEn A A TG T
2, 99-49 FWIW AT
THTeTRTAl A ITEt 3H faemms .
ar | sEw gibe famm)
A & 9w @ A
wTaEn TaE U2 @ IgreA

1 21Ea W e T 2,

Ffeeh 92 39 1A 1 THI0T 2

o5 anyfe WA oA wEd

uftgea i 0 F7E @ 2
TR A=A B o

&=l 1 = witaterd @ Jgre

3 & waw fee @ @ ?l

ClUE]

Teifagh s #n
Toifaze =i f1 wem | atg

& W @R Ee g Ay’
A1 & AEd UEd wal |
et =md w0 @ 2 =
=Zara T A & W 3@
o A T =g W
21 2014 | 9gd 2
o T 250 Teremite w2
w2 9, Fale 3TH g ATTh
1,000 Teredes | sifiers 71
T 2| iR | g
AT T AR R 7
12| T 6§ e
14 Teremier &1 72 =med
HE N TE E 3R 7 AR
wntae feu s @ 2 zEA
I hl AEATEAl 3R T

WIWE | =S HUTW E

TR A, 2175 "E
= WA, 2141 [ 1 uiEga
AT ) W T 2| SRt
anm ° sgfw afEea
Hraum fawfam i @ E
N IE TH-FE A A A
7 2 374 9 Wt T
TN o1 TATH HEe I i
HUE HATZAH T8 £, Aleh
M % 93 % UTH A%
FATaerEE FHTZm FEE
2l

26



METRO RAILWAY, KOLKATA
India’s First Metro

RAJASTHAN PATRIKA (KOLKATA EDITION) DT.23-08-2025, PAGE: 2

T TS ol ehicTehldl aRT... I

w%qﬁmﬂﬁmm

e wer e I %1 Ufeeiah Ziaare 378 FYFTs 8l T
W i T ﬁﬁmam
ety o ~ e s P
pe ) g 1 EER IS oD WY
TRICTRTAT. U] S A5 A @] B! A F |
W] ToTa VAT 2 SEAEA I % A aE S W
mm;@gmw ‘ ) s 40 fire &
AR gEaR &R
el Fa, ﬁwmqw—t:tswr ﬁ,ﬂgﬁ‘;_fw'““
Wlnamzﬁzﬁ-’i . 5d&.«|am-\f3¢f3<ﬂd¢l-!
_ﬂzfvnﬁz'rﬁmaitum eyl v Panee
dE A A A : L o ax‘?écm%wma; '
%m@ ﬂam’g’ﬂﬁv el @) Riet-a 3K Squics m{a urA) ¥ A R R ¥
el O H #laud @t s 3 :
) St 3w e GTITCT o TrehId 0l TIfd 34 A UET... ik b
TG WM B AT wmiddssed  dowediam Ty G a0 b A A | sz pReRd o)
mm{laﬂﬁﬂﬁw‘mﬁ T EAGA DUV A S 1,000 Harie A su=I sl e &)1 961 &, S8 I TR 0, Fora
g Jqued AR EEY & T Deww d A we & go-ufond Rodiem A ot = e E
mmxbmmmaﬁm e A fh g 212 R ¥ g A A 8 g 2) zwi w9 geEEA A 1200 @RS 9T
AR Al A g3 At w AN B A o B Aead @ AR gan g2 gamaan‘srmfmﬂi R} s B FpE T 7.2
e ¥ e | 2 el 60 s ol @ R A Rl Row Seaehal & 29 @) g 8 @ 4 R faeiniie oft oo
# o F ez DI DA DIADeI B @ E 1 I IR JEE B AR AR DR A S B AT Ufeids B vaEiEs @)
ARFS 31 3 BT B T B AT R H ARG MImEEnEEEEASE g $va &8 gu e e o it T8
S e afva w1 G e 851 RruraweruRgadmea B8 950w Rig @R T, FEIE & T
Nqeaw 8120140 0Ed & Rom & e sxewy wife eigpy 4 I zeli] AR B ¥ 8
:ﬁaaﬁwm 39 ¥ e 250 freiniiey.  srmEAI R i ofvem  aifves R af¥efad) o agwo,
forad ar & qwa ¥ ven
e EnE s et v femm afid s @ dwe uiye 5 e e e w1 dal e wd | g ek s e,
UfEEdE = A o ufEn e ¥ A wge- w00 wewm 38 el w6 w6 WE a0 ww | afew sk e a
freran fem v B) eond mge wadl 3 FARRRE awa ¥ ofers d e, 39 wE va v W el | sy sgig Bdm
IS T F AT AR A S B I UPaR W R IEE U | eI WA ) e Aga w2 8 L '




AMAR UJALA

METRO RAILWAY, KOLKATA

India’s Fivst Metro

'WEB EDITION) DT.22-08-2025

PM Modi engal Visit: ATQH AIGT
3 SlctepTar At & &9 ag
w¢ o1 fahar URY, ggal
R 9 & At Ffema

YA TR SR TATAL SITEIAT Abdahed by 5711 T Yyl T
12 Ay 2005 0506 WM T

ar epra—

PM Modi Wesh Pengel Visitk: TR 2R & arz digs 51d
offm @me uga e 1 gurr w1 w3
THicTaT | e Hgl I uiaraIaN o1 IgeA
faan g9 Ry Frfew & arg e S 3 A2
@ 4 gue oft v 81 Fmer F diesy 5idt & R
&7 qur wvde o

dien 5l 3 stewm w & dma - e o

S PFOO 1 -

fawmr e u ) O

purnEt 93 W1 o fagr & ag ofdy dma H
gl W uga 1y 1 diew w1 3 wewa F ne
franfier et Tafafifa d42 dead ofk 3= amf =
A7t Amait @ gurw e &1 dien S 3 5
e AER AT AR Rem | Aamurr-org Bz
farrege d47 da1 Ryege-gaads 347 dar it
deae-2na gEeaE #g @4 &t g
Rard) Grad Janht gum 92 a9 s=idis gard
g & fAy ggen dr dud oft anfie 81 SR
& gafas, don sEk A 3 Rew @ o iz
fmrrargr ofit araw A7 & Tard oft £ &

Trending Viess

diewn & |ry ISaaTe IR W remear @ HioE
werHEt & A\ Ofay e & Jegure ddt g
A, T & Wae Jfenst A v ofk ddt
w3t gevia AemEr ot Hsg & A dar o
ST amel 7 e 1361 Epeirdier wan ag deadh
1954 7 9% g¢ aer & AG am A v FRoras s
o1 wefte 1 srferemifat 3 et b g7 A =<t &
THITeRTaT @hi OITH Tgeh! g HizWE & B ofie
arat @t & & smarE # agarg o &
ki

AN HndNews & 1B X
9 ASndinrs - TR T
#WATCH | uffys amret | w1 A

T FHicThrdT A e wHAt 9t &g ofik
A BT 3 Sifiee famam

5:26 SUUE - 22 H* 2025 ®
@5 ©® mmmi @ Bwwidst

x w oftw ud

eyt A3 A1 A A9 i gad i iz 382
uftterrat & anfae wpeft ot o Fafor sfat
@ gradid @

39 Hidh T guTEEt g Hi1d 3 1 A9 UE ar
fow w75t ufam amer A faera &t 1f3 23 & s
e avft gu & & Faw & adwfe afags
§ ynfa g¢ & & 3 Rem afeismnat & foe
el & @l @t quTd AT g1

THIASTAT S AR AT WRA & sfagra
qgarE

Tdl g9 IR SR F waEifda Fwd gu diew Hd
3 T, il N IR ET WRA & agra IR
AR ufaey 241 1 wyg ggeE 81 A 9 WRa
g & fiad e ot sdaraen @93 i R
qg @1 § 79 IHIH, IS 39 AFA 1 A
agd adt 8. A st 39 Ad & AT @ & e
&1 WA Y 83 & FA FH1ATH R BT 81’

X uttd
alhl)

g oft C@ = Rajnath Singh: A 4 T8 TR ot
yeferayn, gaw 3 oft HEd &1 9T ATAY H
gifésear a2 guen

e & Sroneht & R@ars e s=ar &t
wrorar & Iuflg

7z +ft Rerawm g % ofdw @me 3R @ gga
wurEEt A% W 3 g & gt e gl
& arét qume & (@rowedh w e wgr &
311 g1 & weu H sar d Hordh & Rears
TR AMAR 4 @1 & @ wrern & 3w I=fiz &
@ @ &1 diun 3 ear F gtea dfifda e
R foan, & wicrerar & wrorar sdwatst & &g
I T IGH g1 & Aaa R & Ay Howdt &
f@ars SRty @g @1 81 ufim ame R R
TSi8 & SR Wrogr Y 7R anen A 2@ W@ B

28



METRO RAILWAY, KOLKATA
India’s First Metro

NEWS 18 HINDI (WEB EDITION) DT.22-08-2025

WA gfAar &1 R e a1 At Aead, MM A A Eterear § 3 9
A2 we & Rard 28 gidt

Witen by Rakssh Ranyan Kumar
Last Updated: August 22 2025 W47 IST

M Madi Xalkads Mebrs TUTTHR 7% WY 7 TiovTaT 3 7 YT AWMA0 MR FAT TORUET W IS e Fea st o oiis
T ) st st ofe R ot wogdt Bl &

Ok ==

AT WU A3E A6 3 gFaR F Sl § faie 39 W6
ufronait @1 Igres e 321 SER 92 #2 Ru= A Stemu-om &
faram A7 9w Ruems-tweas 873 &w i dwe-gEe
@t 3z @ W et Rad ok O A4g A g f gw e
wars) W) A A afdianall A anfe el ofv el ansl @ e
A ddy ol vefia g o aiag arge 3 39 s @

gl 3% 9 A g1 & o ow e AR g ofim dne & Rew
s 00 3 whomen € 4 e A0 e fom. ) IR 2% a0 orrer v & anet A Somury & R 7% S
A7 T WER da) U1 § 39 AN agd @1 Sieal & 53 i e
w1 e ot e 5 et =t gaft @ & st @ o gt amd s smgRw st w B
I wET 6 o uET ¢ A9 & gieaes w1 vaenEd w1 ot e e m & serl-aeis 3uY & 39 ot nieeeE
% fon wiemamtEal # 6k R ofts ane & & 5 Tga-aga IUE A FAfaeiad Bawidl HR 8N TE & Ipa
ufdwy & e 5 soga S S AR gaR aer wra & sRew ik g wite 241 & g veaE & e o
A gAY & Sl w1 @) sEEnh R © e 9 @5 w1 & Je S w9 37 o ) e aga @ @

dron 5t 3 wgr @ arar & gE wrden & @29 A9 & agea ok pred & e @ of a3 & 2 sndte 5w @ @
oft wror & 1% st &1 wRE a9 aEd 1 &R srrmen o w1 & ap vl ) g @ & wra 3R @ @ea s am
A7) Azad & 201 & upd 20 A Faw 250 Fanfier A7 w2 @ 3w g w1 1000 EEnder | S gt & wtemTE
7 oft @rd au ReEf & oz @ 431 Aead w1 RA@r gan & 2 Rerw sewaaf@d & sfea ok smanma @t ok o
T 74 37

INNOVA
RULING MILLIONS OF HEARTS

ror 20 YEARS

IR H HEt & wRa SR uflE ane & Rew & e svEwe mam aw @ & arw uf@s ame 2u & 39 el A
anfye g 9o & gl W & aa-nfavd RAwearo g 9@ & @t gy @ geforar @ graw & di9 Ay 3m o am gt @
Ry E@ERATFa RN A am g awd @

29



METRO RAILWAY, KOLKATA
India’s First Metro

TIMES NOW NAVBHARAT (WEB EDITION) DT.22-08-2025

Kolkata Mekro: HZY 2T 581 1Y Rad fohe o a1 foram e, areai-sifdent &
ardl & wange gg PM A

Edied by Pabponivs Kovwr | Spehind dog 12 303 /205 KT

T # WA A A A 9E1 S wAR $ o Hgt uiearena 7 e wpe o S G 4fiw | aadE
11 digw =it 3 FER A2 821 B & - Bz e 37 da Boeee-geeae 471 da ok ddae-gne
@t A7 #a i w5

wteravar Agh # wogl & any wved dhos w18 (adeANn

B s © mum 0e0o

Fherarar : wuEEd St A A gean & s 3 @ T7 320 98 Al @ g
fo et Jarell g 9z 918 S A o § A dd e o orfae 2w e
S#13 A2 o au o Rvan 5% g1 sRataand # anfRe wed ot oz Pedor sfed @
T a1 78 29 9I9F anel Serem e 8 w2 9 9ug 3 53S9 o 5 w76
feand S8 3o R A5 30 B A Aee-oy fEe Beede: 37 30 Buee-veeiis
Hg1 a1 o7 ISuTE-aNE TETar T2t e {)

Fiereral g1 A g4 ARGl B IgreA

aurft & sre offs dme & aouue & § stz ate s & gda soy SR wznad
afte i = geta e o O e Gt ofit ot FA o S ng) e
Arad aree &1 A7) wrsn F gan Hgergol 3R @ wdte R s g s F g€ O

st 3 7 6 5y WAt # Swara o Fga 7 g 39 a9 R e ol & e
wrarrss F weers w3 02 asfe B) Forege )7 a3 240 e & fie 9= g o
famam, spR & 3t w8 @ T o e oI fRaTEeR & dre Ren et g1 Hud
W @ aga A 8 W & gz gy o asn e 80 Bz J au A R 9R SE R
s & w1 fwe & aw & e

sftranfedt 3 qerm fn gad iRl & g Asrarst & o B e 67 s qa & o
A 4) w1 H aRelt IR v o & aRe & 5y fom ® E T o a o A v
A & sz W g U A sfle 550 e 2 A o Uz S50 vea H1 W B 2
e

siftranfet 3 e @ daer o e g wtesre & gd ok offis & die Paly #@ud
Fffis wim, s Sead 61 e £ 73 At 7 ow & a9 F wEr 78 7 3 A
gl s a=ol agies sae & afe S gl s gaRe qoe anils & e 3
wrarar anfie ast o oou & wafdal & afte sefiss = gue wRe san




METRO RAILWAY, KOLKATA
India’s First Metro

FINANCIAL EXPRESS (WEB EDITION) DT.22-08-2025

FicTepral 8 g1 3 ¢ ©CH W {11 9

HA @

Kolkata Metro Expansion: REFET FZ S 3191 HIowaial & 34 7Y 23] 9158 & IgA 591 3
TR FR A2 431 2 F o e e T 87 & sad w01 ok R ame s

Kolkata Metro Expansion : ofis amm & 7roiifa oftz frs 21 amor afdliat o o, ot
iz W AR o TG & 2R W 7, Rt @ S 5,200 F% 308 A HaRE FIe1 SRt &

Tgrea o Rrer=are w01, 73 s 431 & @ amw 3¢ o o ofte §, O o & RS
w1 7% AR e avft @ s A purd dord £ on 28 oo o weifle s

q1 g @

wurt S fapR & st agd ofk E Ay A7) SIRER 5 Ige o1 56 2R @ qE A7 a
w0, 571 & QY FT U F UG, WS wa oft wm wemnl ot o, v o et wfiat ot
T Em

el 7 &1 3 7 3w o dgw S s anm e 4 o 15 e W ogee w3 g R
H7! Ry @ w Rz Barmae 75 897 © s &0 of e ae 8, w5 s # g stear
# 5,200 3% 390 | afis % w¢ e oivhrs & Rerm ok age ot &5t

Also read : Jaswindar Bhalla Death: g widfdws srafier s o 65 & au s,
wiidt Y gfva  oew v @ opd @ it

FierenTan & ot & At davait & AR

wurnit 3z A8 3 ga w o & oty ww - Ftesm & ot & dre o g 3 e gd &
o3 gt & 3 warm & st 2 s & orde 1 an wina sAfRad w @m. dies 3 R
% g vz 3 g 3wz wm & ol v wod R & Ry g s ofdag &

wurntit S o wEee 2 H anyPE tEaEw ok g wh RS =k whRwrd 2
werar & 7€ 431 Fael B QEA F0. 37 FTH | IO F FEE W T 51 A W, 9

Q A FTH W AT / A A

Hrea 3 3 221 dae & I B &, 3 Aemare-o iz BamE (Noapara-Jai Hind
Bimanbandar Metro Routes), fieeE-t&mHE (Sealdah-Esplanade Metro Routes) 3R
I3 gETeATs ¥ (Beleghata-Hemanta Mukhopadhyay Metro routes) wfae &
T R, 3 7S S & gaward ok oEd gm ow i FAfaead arht dg ot

5 71 13.61 iz ot 331 oge o g B g, diew S Sk 3 A fu W A
o fEz R 521 3o = 58 3@ e, 355 s, 2 Aifzgt SRR & sy deee-ceers
3 FvrarTe-#Ha e J7 Fae A ot geana wat

Also read : PPF # 10,000 ¥4 siudl fRuifoz # g7 wgiA &ard 31,500 #ud, amg +ff or wod
£ @i

Y ALt wgw H wnfaaa

oz A rens (d o) - 2 45 O vtar oy w2 g awg &t 40 e & verew e 1) e
&m

Hamare @ o fte B (@0 wE=) - 6.77 e o o w2 danf qum oz o g war
I T TEY F FEH TG

derare & ¥ea gaiaTeny (i o) - oy ¥ WS ga o dwae RS dm

17 @t wiftel | doren 366 7% 3 dang werft o whermran w7 Y envan agaw 9,15 e it
wfafea gt oot sy ft, wvare of dreee Ry, dwe-S o pa o qoetd T age ol ot s
#t ot

Also read : Vikram Solar & I1PO = #uz Reats, 55 7 g wemmiga, 26 s ot ghft
fafen

= wistaTH

w2t aiek & s digs =1 g A7 R w T gad f! oma & anfla w5 e d, 31,200
w308 & avE | 794 3 7.2 Bl o o &5 ae e g o R w0, 569 g,
rEaTR & ardtor gemt o e & dra sAfRRS dxa g, arn ang ad ofk @R, vdzm
ForR =t ag wre B

o ¥ gz # pursEd 3 aeritfas w2 oft R o w3 steerar & derdt #e srdwatet &
dra o & R 5z oo & a @ o v 5 R -a-Re qonm st (TMC) & s swar
T 7% @ 8, MR A oa Bew & o & e et B s et wh e ddm @ @

dow w1t 7 o 2 3F wwa B @ @ v o dduie dute s # dex Raft sonfi dwd =
s & purr, gt oft #5659 Ft ik srrofie wret # freardt & are 92 @ fe @ o
3 o3 4 918 = 9 3 3 A% Ram ofigtesol &) o 3, o oorifes o & Pemrd i 3z
HER HA W B R

e 3 At TR SO AR SO B 5 S o @ 89 4Ien B & 81 wisteed &
Igrea ok T, 3 & o 0 & B gd adfle a R A e F R w i@ R

31



METRO RAILWAY, KOLKATA
India’s First Metro

JAGRAN NEWS (WEB EDITION) DT.22-08-2025

g8-dieit-aroit red & ave A &t
USRI Bl Meb Wl 1-f) e, el §
WsTHifaes urfeal & vt B

INTBTALR WA € S e
Tl sntsft ssven @l A qareft an e 1) anvatard A 2009 A it AR & A ey B
i T a1 gren fawn £l o 330 wwdae ff o B3

BY JAGRAN NEWS

EOITED BY. PRINCE GOURH $)(X)(®)(o)(n) Q’

1. PM #Tdt A fasan g, S &ia @) Awa 3t aruelt o figm A 3@
2. {oTd AEAGR A 53 U0 | Uge SIaTal & @il & 72 U 3UER admn

54 G, PR, Brerwran & 3 72 & agl & (& Tbedl & &E aaer 81d 21
QR P BYABIAT HgT & it HgY e & fazammed Apif & qured &Y e agt frfd
a1 W ad g

agi it i wiféai Sa an @ dara 81 4 o wwa A v @ 9 @1 81 YFar
Y fadIfia BYeiebldl Y &t gft wilgH (grast e A Hiee ol Jde? Uid dd) A
fHUTAEE &Y tRaAE § 5iel|

A e B A

Aroft @rgA W, WeY Sferu SraTdl B welt A geff Agafeien argurg & wer geff
BIABTAI B AeTeTe] e dopft 3R dieft g w Ay Armuis & gart 313 da aevfh iy
e WG @TgAT & ATHEUT H 112 814 8, 3t avE 383 &g @Y Ads? 3e1-3HeP g1a &
w@el

e A% Al A g ufkaisial @1 3qured fbun Sidsidl ugen A Sl uga
weHshl Wi aAsfl 4 vas diee W gl arel @) arsh @A & eiferer S gardl sl A
Irwriias & g amdefl, Se-aw W) & e &t awdflz S @1 9 &1 A da w
EGE]

dtew /et A dftw w2 w1 fsan 3gumea

farerran gara ax 3mA @ arel &1 363 uga), §idl A B B et w2 w1 3gunen fasan
At wisfl 3t g wier wrstar srezrer Hastd HAHAR A §A Yot A Uga dletardl 3 36d
FUAIRY B @Dl & AU ves Iugr aqdnan

o1 € g, gavta A A ufRadistn & 3qured &) ‘ageia &1 3R v adr Wl adran
gevae Wifgan w, wistar asriasal 3z amele B & dia w71 & 3gureq @ \idl
HBAA B T N Qo1 2 6 dferer e @ &

amwferal A an aran fasan

amuefl it 1S el &1 $ee-awe B 6 anemfarett 2009 § gutu-1 waR & 3w @
i vl 01 oft| 30 wie 22 wead & drwtelta Sedla faa Hfl wora gastl, e &
drptefl s ggda wgrard 3 uftaga Wl i aasad aden ¥ fGu arasa
#H Hisge an

QaR @) 34 dvefll ) die @ amuef aren a2 @ & b ug 39 srdere W g gan
or| 37e areht v gud AWt @1 fgen aqq1 aigd &1 armdfar o ag i 3mdu 2 fe
HHAT A 38 GHY g ufeasian d aen gl ofti

TMC BT HIETAT TR 3R

a1 el fb 3memfatet 7@A & P© HelAl B Wiar & el gAra gu 1 363 arg,
U gudl gufte R A onfie 81181 AHd &) 3 Halleld A e &1 adura
HAR®EG It GUIHA & IER, HAdI g8 ufeaisi & wuval a4 g off| Wi gd a1
& DI AT A WE 2l

32



METRO RAILWAY, KOLKATA
India’s First Metro

AAJKAL (KOLKATA EDITION) DT.23-08-2025, PAGE: 12

SFTET P! SRR, SN C’Ta SATHAE
BrRIY FIE YT K (WK | O 9T AN
wee A FER TININE LI TR Ger)
I | ST W (AF 9F I [RCEiHa
3o NI e!, WEAR (NS FIFIIT @elan
STETE (W17 | LG, JIE (LG o1 3% ST |
IO I W2 BF AR W2 214 G127
FIRTS % R € GTIF T& I F1G |
e (WG AREA iR &= wid
WS TTOT N1 AR | (i FII0aa
BIERIZAR SR IR ATH FHPAA 9398 (*F
I IE SRSt |

BT CLRIYS Z& RAAIHCIA ST 2=
T AZ0A (G! AR | e AR fesifenra
FR O (AT FA (NG (XIS TG I
(R (CGT AR s Sralgs 23| bie]
23 MR- 9/ UTAS (TLGT FL63 | FIG AR

wm@af—»{m

PRI @ @IS b17] 26717 %17 (3737 715
CAtS Hamifa et 2o g3feen a1 % r'ﬂzr'rrrm~
AU 27 | TGN SI1elt, FoTE 17 (st
(A (A2RS AT Weta @fitara i op
ﬁfﬁmmﬁtm%@mwwrm
TN SISt AFTR ¢ BT | =19 F4S 90 5o
aﬁmm@wﬁm‘twm@ﬁrwmaw
(NG 11 wFFa-3 o F Ao
T MAR E1FR FIZS-21€Tl W e
IR, TARH - (WG] ZeW AR, (@ATeT51-54
AT Il AR QIR IO -(&FT (F%f
AR IS AN WS TR | (NG (@FFET
Hoifediar afie FIHIA FefFI= 77 Feifs
weif* e Gt Sfetars, At & @ @G
A 8= Il 517 AR a1 20" | A
SIEGCAIHIIA I (HITFE (@RI TS
Q& (MSTA 7S FA(R (FETNES | (G FSH
SR, T S@© 2 (ATF 6 7% WGT (L
ReIR ZCI | #{ea Y ST 76 AGCS AN
fTg 12 fOU Fre AN (et I o [T
¥ G F =T

33




METRO RAILWAY, KOLKATA
India’s First Metro

ABOVE BENGALI NEWS CLIPPING

AAJKAL (KOLKATA EDITION), 23-08-2025, PAGE: 12

THREE METRO PROJECTS INAUGURATED AFTER LONG DELAYS

PM Modi inaugurated multiple new Metro lines in Kolkata. On Friday,
three lines opened: Yellow Line (Airport—Noapara), Orange Line (Kavi
Subhash—Ruby), and Green Line (Sealdah—Esplanade). These expansions
will ease travel, especially from Sector V to Esplanade/Howrah. Metro fare:
X5-70. Railway officials expect 6—8 lakh daily passengers.
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BARTAMAN (KOLKATA EDITION), 23-08-2025, PAGE: 7

AFTER 16 YEARS, 3 MORE METRO ROUTES ADDED

On August 22, 2025, Kolkata got three new Metro routes — full East-West,
Kavi Subhash—Beleghata and Noapara—Bimanbandar — completing a
journey that began in 2009. Prime Minister inaugurated these three
projects and travelled with children in Metro. With Howrah, Sealdah and
Airport now linked, the Metro promises to ease city traffic greatly.
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JOURNEY BEGINS ON THREE UNDERGROUND ROUTES

PM Modi inaugurated three new Kolkata Metro routes along with a
Howrah Station subway and laid the foundation stone of the Kona
Expressway. The move boosts city connectivity, with two lines
starting Monday.
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'‘BENGAL'S DEVELOPMENT HAS GAINED MOMENTUM, KOLKATA'S
TRANSPORT IS NOW TRULY MODERN"®, MODI SAID AFTER
INAUGURATING 3 LINES OF THE METRO

PM Modi inaugurated 3 new Kolkata Metro routes, including Howrah-
Sealdah under the Ganges and direct links to Airport and Salt Lake Sector
V. He also launched the 6-lane Kona Expressway, highlighted 100% railway
electrification in Bengal and noted India’s Metro network
crossing 1,000 km.
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HINDUSTAN TIMES (WEB EDITION), 22-08-2025

ANOTHER 22 KM METRO LINE TO BE ADDED TO BENGAL!

PM Narendra Modi inaugurated 13.62 km of new Kolkata Metro lines
today. Minister of State for Railways Ravneet Singh Bittu said 22 km more
may open in 2026-27.

PM Modi has said Kolkata will play a key role in India’s growth as the
country moves towards becoming the third-largest economy.
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Underground, below the river and on the
surface: How metro is mapping Kolkata
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stretches bridges east a

nd west
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Sealdah jl SectorV The opening of the 2,6km stretch between Sealdah and
|,—_|| é Espl. will ensure an uninterrupted 16.6km E-W Metro
L) run from Sector V to Howrah Maidan
< Chingrighata
Eden Esplanade
Gardens|
Science City
,—c Ruby
@ - Kavi Subhash
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g . piamond Park

East-West Metro project fram Esplanade to Sealdah starts Metro's Phase | (5 km
was sanctioned > Aug 31,2015 | TBM Sector V-Salt Lake Stadium)
<=y digging west-bound commissioned
Y > uly4,2018 | tunnel hits aquifer below > Apr 2025 | Entire THE EASTERN FRONT
First trial run on clevated 5.3 Bowbazar's Durga Pituri 16,6 km corridor completed, 5
km from Sector V to Sait Lake Lane, causing large-scale with project cost increasing DRANG 3
Stadium subsidence and house collapses 1o 710,000 crore » 8am | First train
from New Garia
Ajanta Chakraborty by Tlgm’\lll::vﬂlllwn ineroa- > 8.05pm | Last train o
. setodlukh whenthe frequency 2
& Subhro Miyog! | s will need lohomnmw::}wl, from New Garia
Kolkata: The Eust-West Met The truin departed from » Sam | First train
o, projected o exceed the age Sealdah al 4.47 pm, entered from Beleghata
old Blue Line in ridership wit Bowbazar at 449 pm, and pas Q
mnnyn-..rnr(m:,rmnph-t‘ml its sed helow Nnrm‘:’xl ('hun[:in-r > 8.05pm | Last traln Beleghata
firstfull run between Salt Lake Streetat450 pm Half aminu- | oM Beleghata
Sector ¥ and Howrah Maldan to latpr, it roached helow Wel- » 60 | Services W
across the Hooghly on Friday lington, started the long P @, ™M 4.4km new
evening. The melro connec- right turn, and reached SN Ra- > 25 mins | Interval stretch will
tion, which was in the works nerjoe Road at 461 pm. At > 25 | Minimum fare connect Ruby
for 16 years, also linked two of 132 pin, the train reached Fs % with Beleghata
India’s busiest railway sta planude. > 220 | Maximum on Orange
tons—Howrah and Sealdah “Past Aug ), 29 (when the fare Ruby Line along EM
The project. conceived in tunnel borer digging the west- Bypass
218, came 1o fruition afler bound tmnel hit an aquifer Closed on (?'
overcoming two significant  The rush of passengers at the Sealdah metro station on Friday causing kugescale subsiclen weekends
hurdles hothat Bowhazar The ce and displacing maore than @ — Kavi Subhash
first occurred before the start  metro ride in thecity, This sur Engineers said the train 700 Bowbazir resi eve
of construction, and the se- passed the Zkm underther)-  waspassingthroughaiiisee-  rvone thaught the project was LINIKING JOKA Eden Gardens - Esplanade

cond when it woas nearing
completion

On Friday o metro roke
carrying passengers finally
travelled from Sealdah to Es
planade, linking the twa disjo-
inted services at either end
Tha 9.2 km Sector V-Sealdah
section was opened in three
phases from Feb 2020, and the
4.8km Esplanade Howruh Ma
idan section was commissio-
ned in March 2024

The Inaugural frain cove-
red the2.6 km link between Se-
aldah and Esplanade in four
and & half minutes, marking
the Jongest uminterrupied

ver ride between Mahakaran
and Hawrah Station, which a-
kesaround Sminutes, With the
last Teg commissioned, com-
mutery can travel 16,6 ki from
Sector Vo Howrah Maidan in
32minutes

All key Kalkata Metra Rafl
Corporation officials linked to
the praject cheered Tike child.
ren when the insugural train
started from Sealdah towards
Esplanude. Their enthusiasm
was understandable, as they
spent sleepless nights since a
cave-in at Rowhazar's Durga
LPituri Lune stulled the project
an Aug i, 209,

tion of the tunnels where rein-
faroed stoel rings were Insal.
led to ensure thut the tunnel
rings. which deformed, could
be brought back to shape und
racks couldbe laldon them.
On Friday, it took four und a
half minutes o cover the 26
kan stretch during the innugu-
ral run, geconds aftor the PM
waved the green flagat 4.45 pm.
Officials said the Sector V-
Sewldah section has been re
gislering around 60,000 daily
footfalls, and the Esplunade-
Howrah Maidan segmant aro-
und 30,000 every duy They ex-
peet the figure to reach £ lakh

going to be nbandoned. We are
soglad tofinally see light at the
end of the tunnel,” said Pinnkd
Mukherjee, project manager,
ITD ITDCementation, cont
ractors of the 26km Fsplana-
de-Sewldah section.

Around 16 years ago, the
project hac hit its first hurdle,
also al Bowhazar, when shop
owners new Blue Line Centrul
Station refused o shift and
make way for the interfuce
with Green Line.

Ultimately, Central station
had 10 be abandoned and the
projectook ndetour via Espla
nade hefare reaching Sealdah

> 6.50am | First train from

-®
Joka

» 8.36pm | Last train from lg.
Joka

(SR @ Majerhat

> 714am | First
train from Majerhat

2 weekends The Purple
»B857pm | Last Line has been
train from Majerhat extended, will
>80 | Services il
» 24 mins | Interval l . Eden Gardens
> 35 | Minimum fare . .\_ Diamond Park

»> 220 | Maximum fare Joka

» 6.32am | First train from > 186 | Services

Sector V o » 8 mins | Minimum

> 947pm | Last train alr:v:: interval

from Sector V days > 15 mins | Maximum

» 6.30am | First train interval

fro) Howrah Maidan > 25 | Minimum fare

et s | 5 230 Wi
GOING TO FLY m

YELLOW LINE Q

> 758am | First » 5| Minimum fare

train from Jai Hind » 710 | Maximum

> 8pm | Last train fare

from Jai Hind Airport

» 758am | First Closed on Barasat

train from Noapara weekends

> 8pm | Last train

from Noapara

> 120 | Services :::.:é:nwm

> 10-15 mins | ) connect

Interval I Noapara with
4 the airport

COUNTRY'S FIRST METRO

NOW CARRIES 22 CR
EVERY YEAR

BLUE LINE Dakshineswar
> 6.54am | First train from
Shahid Khudiram

Dum Dum
»1044pm | Last traln Open an
from Shahid Khudiram g,
» 6.55am | First train days 5:’:""5"{‘;?
from Dakshincswar will be able to
» 928pm | Last train from travel to the
Dakshineswar airport without
» 262 | Services :h":"l%"'& at
> 5 mins | Minimum interval Noapara

» 10 mins | Maximum
interval
> 15 | Minimum fare

L N

» 325 | Maximum fare
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After long wait, unbroken ride helps
commuters beat traffic bottlenecks

Tamaghna Banerjee
& Ajanta Chakraborty | Tnn

Kolkata: The city’slong-awai-
ted East-West Metro finally be-
gan its complete 16.6-km run
between Sector Vand Howrah
Maidanon Friday evening, lin-
king Salt Lake, Esplanade, and
Howrah through one uninter-
rupted corridor. For thou-
sands of commuters, the unin-
terrupted service is now a di-
rect answer to years of batt-
lingtraffic bottlenecks, delays,
and diversions on road routes
across the city.

For Sourav Dutta, a Bally
resident working in Salt Lake,
the Metro means he no longer
needs to depend on a chain of
transport modes—rickshaws,
shared cars, and traffic-heavy
roads like Belgharia Express-
way and VIP Road. “Iwould of-
ten start early just to beat the
jams yet reach late. Now, I can
reach Howrah by train and
then cut across the city witho-
ut worrying about bottle-
necks,” hesaid after taking his
firstride.

Howrah residents, long
considered the worst-hit by
the daily congestion on and
around the bridge, seemed the
most enthusiastic. Sandip
Chatterjee, a Howrah Maidan
resident employed in Sector V,
said: “My commute always felt
like a punishment. Two choke
points on either end of Ho-
wrah bridge led toloss of near-
ly an hour daily. I tried taking
the Metro, but it was of no po-
intasmuch of the time used to
go waste, climbing up and
down Esplanade station and
then taking a bus ride to Seal-
dah. This uninterrupted run

Pic: Indranil Das

E-W BEGINS FU

¥

Commuters wait at Sealdah metro station for the train

towards Howrah Maidan

| took a Metro from Tollygunge

to reach Esplanade, where |
switched the line to reach City Centre
in Salt Lake. The journey, which would
have taken me hours in any other
mode of transport, was over in less
than 40 minutes on Friday

Subhajit Nath | A RESIDENT OF TOLLYGUNGE, WHO

WAS TRAVELLING TO SALT LAKE CITY CENTRE

LL 16.6KM SEC V-HWH MAIDAN RUN

It was very difficult to reach

my classes on time. | had to
take buses and autos. Now, | am
taking a Metro ride
from Dum Dum to
Esplanade and
then switching
the Metro line to
reach Salt Lake on
East-West Metro
Arnab Basu | PRIVATE TUTOR,

A RESIDENT OF DUM DUM WHO HAS TO
FREQUENT SALT LAKE

The bus-auto break was

making my work and
personal life difficult.
Now, | will finally
get a balance as
the commute
between work
and office is now
a breeze

Rajkumar Samanta | WORKS AT AN MNC
IN SECTOR V, A RESIDENT OF HOWRAH

changeseverything.”

For commuters, who bank
on suburban train travel to re-
ach offices in Salt Lake, the full
Metro run has become a de-
pendable bridge. Soumen
Mukherjee, who lives in Rish-
ra and works at a Salt Lake
MNC, said the Howrah con-
nection would make his daily
journeys more predictable.
“Earlier, returning to Howrah
station meant worrying about
traffic snarls or diversions du-
ringrallies. Now,Icanjuststep
onto the Metro and reach on ti-
me,” hesaid.

The impact is not confined
to Howrah and Salt Lake alo-
ne. Chandrani Bhattacharya,

an IT employee from New Ali-
pore, said the complete stretch
will open up new commuting
choices. “From Monday, I plan
to take a Metro from Rabindra
Sarobar to Esplanade and then
switch to the East-West Line. It
looks far more reliable,” she
said.

Till Friday afternoon, the
Green Line was functioning in
two separate stretches — the
9.2-km Sector V-Sealdah and
the 4.8-km Esplanade-Howrah
Maidan via the Hooghly. The
2.6 km Esplanade-Sealdah
link, flagged off in the eve-
ning, stitched the two into a
singleroute.

Since 6 pm on Friday, Met-

ro operated 12 integrated ser-
vices between Howrah Mai-
dan and Sector V and was an
immediate hit. Around 7 pm,
such was the commuter rush
that Metro doors struggled to
close, and RPF personnel and
officials had to get down on the
platform to either push pas-
sengers inside or ask them to
take the next Metro. From Sa-
turday, 186 services are being
run daily between 6.30 am and
10.19 pm. Officials said trains
willrunevery eight minutesin
morning and evening peaks,
every 10 minutes in afternoon
and at 15-minute interval in
non-rush hours. Services will
beavailable seven days a week.
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Finally, says woman who launched
campaign against delayed opening

Ajanta.Chakraborty
@timesofindia.com

Kolkata: Shruti Pathak,
who started a campaign in
July-Aug demanding that
the East-West Metro’s last
stretch be opened for the sa-
ke of Kolkatans who were le-
ading miserable lives negoti-
ating bad roads and endless
traffic snarls, was thrilled
when the final stretch of the
Green Line was thrown open
to public on Friday.
Bythetimeher campaign
had reached a fortnight —
she would post her demand
on X every day — there were
reports on chances of PM
Narendra Modi launching
thefinal stretch of East-West
Metro and two other lines.

The Hooghly resident sa-
id: “SinceIam a suburban ci-
tizen and need to travel to
Kolkata, I understand the
pangs of daily travel.” The
interior designer works in
Salt Lake Sector 2 and needs
to commute from Hooghly to
her workplace every day.
“The last two months have

“ The last two months have
been most exhausting. From now
on, no more getting stuck in end-
less traffic, no more bumpy rides,
-8 chaotic journeys. This is going to
make a huge difference to our
everyday lives

SHRUTI PATHAK
Interior designer

been most exhausting. Tused
totravel on Green LineIland
negotiate therest of thejour-
ney amid hopes that the dis-
jointed sections would be lin-
ked soon. On weekdays, it
usually takes me around two
totwo-and-a-half tocoverthe
distance from Hooghly tomy
workplace in Salt Lake, in-

volving multiple changes in
transport,” Pathak said.

“That’s why this metro li-
ne means so much to me and
several others like me. It’s
not just about saving time.
It’s also about improving qu-
ality of life for thousands of
daily commuterslike me. My
friends arelauding me for le-
ading this campaign. but ho-
nestly I wouldn’t call it a
campaign at all. I'm just a
taxpayer, like millions of
other working Indians, and
we have every right to ask for
a functional, efficient sy-
stem. We don’t necessarily
want the government to
change — we want the sy-
stem to improve. And this
metroisastepintherightdi-
rection,” she said.
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Yellow Line: Noapara a link
between home & the world

Flyers Can Take

A Metro Ride
To Anywhere
In Kolkata

Ajanta.Chakraborty
@timesofindia.com

Kolkata: From Monday, fly-
ersarriving at the airport can
travel to nearly anywhere in
the city in less than an hour.
The Yellow Line, which will
connect seamlessly with the
Blue Line, will allow commu-
ters to travel from airport to
New Garia in the extreme so-
uth, to Dakshineswar in the
north, to Howrah across the
Hooghly in the west and Sec-
tor V in Salt Lake in the east
after switching over to the
Green Line at Esplanade.

A few steps and then an
80m ‘walkalator’ will take you
from airport’s terminal buil-
ding to Jai Hind metro sta-
tion, on to Noapara from whe-
re you can travel anywhere in
the city and Howrah via the
Blue Line or the North-South
Metro and the Green Line or
East-West Metro’s Howrah or
Sealdah side using the Espla-
nade interchange.

“The 6.7-km Noapara-Air-
portcorridor or the Yellow Li-
ne finally got the green signal
for operations. The corridor,

Pic: Mayukh Sengupta

ESPLANADE TO AIRPORT I JUST 30 MINUTES

.| commuters can

Atrain on way to Dumdum Cantonment Metro station from Jessore Rd

> Noapara-Airport spans
6.7km, built right next to the
airport terminal building

> 13m deep metro hub below
NSCBI Airport has India's

largest underground
stabling yard

> 4 stations, including the
existing Noapara, which is part
of the Blue Line

| more lines — Blue and Green

Garia-Dakshineswar and Sec

> Other two stations

are elevated Dum Dum
Cantonment and surface-level
Jessore Road

> Passengers can access two

> Can travel across New

V-Howrah Maidan
> Local train

switch to Dum Dum

Cantonment metro station
interchange from ER’s
Bongaon-Sealdah section stn

> Ride from Esplanade to
Airport station to take 30
minutes

which underwent inspection
by the CRS only a week ago,
and was earlier preparing for
a March launch, has finally
been commissioned,” an offi-
cial from an agency imple-
menting the project said.

The best thing about the

airport travel is superior tra-

vel that comes at an amazing-
ly subsidised cost. You pay on-
ly Rs 45 to zip from Jai Hind
metro station at airport to
Shahid Khudiram, the new
terminal for the Blue Line,
and Rs 30 for a trip from air-
porttoDakshineswar.
Officials of Metro said Jai
Hind, which will host another
route, the Orange Line, by

next year, will add 30,000 daily
commuters to North-South
and East-West Metros, truly li-
ving up to its “airport hub”
status. To accommodate all
passengers from the Orange
Line, which will eventually
connect Airport and New Ga-
ria across 29 km, the Jai Hind
station covers 29,000 sqm, in-
cluding a sprawling concour-
se and five platforms. For now,
platforms 1 and 2 will be ope-
rational. Platforms 3, 4, and 5
are meant for Orange Line.
The first phase of the Yel-
low Line has four stations —
Noapara, Dum Dum Canton-
ment, Jessore Road, and Jai
Hind Bimanbandar (airport).

The line goes underground
from Jessore Road. The first
fullfledged trial run on the
7.4km Noapara-Jai Hind Bi-
manbandar section took pla-
ceondJan24.

Four rakes may be ear-
marked for commercial servi-
ces on the section. “Number
of rakes will depend on frequ-
ency and footfall,” said an offi-
cial. The eight-coach rakes
that run on Blue Line will be
used on Yellow Line. Metro
hasfour China-maderakesre-
ady for use on theline. Last ye-
ar, Metro planned the 3km No-
apara-Dum Dum Canton-
ment stretch as part of Yellow
Line Phasel.
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Underground shift on Hwh-Sealdah
link set to alter surface commute

Dwaipayan Ghosh
& Zeeshan Jawed | TN

Kolkata: With the East-West
Metro bridging the gap betwe-
en Esplanade and Sealdah,
connecting two of the most
crowded railway stations in
the country, a tectonic shift in
surface transport is now ex-
pected, not just for passengers
butall the transport sector sta-
keholers.

Bus and auto passengers
that TOI spoke to were relie-
ved at getting a faster option.
“The metro is safer, cleaner,
andmorereliable. Ontheroad,

EAST-WEST
METRO ()

youmay get stuck in jams,” sa-
id college student Arpita Roy
who travels from Howrah to
Sealdah daily.

However, the metro in this
section will pose challenges to
the business model of hund-
redsof busand autooperators.
At present, around 450 buses
ply on the MG Road stretch, in-
cluding 71, 72, 28, and 44. There
are 25 other bus routes that
pass through Sealdah and ter-
minate at Howrah.

For years, these buses,
alongside autos linking Seal-
dah and Burrabazar, have be-
en thelifeline for thousands of
daily commuters travelling
between the two stations. Ac-
cording to operators, this is

Biplab Bhattacharjee

station will ruin our business

BUS SYNDICATE

BUSES AUTOS FEAR BIZ LOSS

When metro ops started
between Howrah Maidan
and Esplanade, our income dropped
and many buses went off the road.
This new link connecting Sealdah

Surajit Saha | vICE-PRESIDENT OF BENGAL

Wh|Ie passengers
are relieved about
M faster commute,
=4 bus & auto
operators on the

worried about
losing their
livelihood

We manage
only short
trips, but those will
reduce if commuters
skip Sealdah and go
straight to Howrah or
Esplanade by metro

Baban Saha | Auto pbRIVER

one of the most lucrative bus
routes where vehicles start
plying at 5.30 am and continue
after10.30 pm.

Now, with trains running
directly between Howrah, Es-
planade, and Sealdah, pas-
sengers will be able to bypass
congested roads altogether,
travelling the distance in less
than 10 minutes, compared to
30-45 minutes by bus during
peak hours.

Titu Saha of City Subur-
ban Bus Service said they will
study their passenger count
for the next week before deci-
ding on the next step. “The pri-
vate bus on route C (Howrah-
Sealdah) survived the opening
of the Esplanade-Howrah sec-
tion of East-West Metro. Tho-
ugh sales dipped, we believe
every formof transportishere
to survive. Metro might be pro-
viding passengers with faster

connectivity, but we provide
the last-mile link. While one
optionistoextend someroutes
via Maniktala towards Ulta-
danga, wearenotimmediately
interested in that. Rather, we
will concentrate on timely ser-
vice,” Saha said.

Bus operators said they le-
arntby operatingon the Garia-
Esplanade alignment, where
the metro also runs, that they
need to cater to those passeng-
ers who cannot access a Metro
station without availing of
public transport. “Itis this sec-
tor that will help us remain in
service,” said Santosh Das, a
bus operator.

Others, though, are not
that hopeful. “This will be the
last nail in the coffin,” said Su-
rajit Saha, vice-president of
Bengal Bus Syndicate.

“Themetro isablessing for
passengers —but it might be a
curse for us,” said Sanjay Bis-
was, a bus driver on the Seal-
dah-Howrah route.

Auto drivers plying betwe-
en Sealdah and Burrabazar
shared similar fears. “We ma-
nageonly shorttrips, butthose
will reduce if commuters skip
Sealdah and go straight to Ho-
wrah or Esplanade by metro,”
said auto driver Baban Saha.

Auto unions said they
might be forced to take the yel-
low taxi way — ferrying goods
as much as passengers. “We
might truncate services or opt
for routes catering to Ganesh
Talkies if this route becomes
unviable,” said a union leader.
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‘Faster and cheaper alternative
for travel to airport and office’

Tamaghna Banerjee &
Mayukh Sengupta | Tnn

Kolkata: For daily commu-
ters and flyers, Friday’s inau-
guration of the 6.7 km metro
link between Noapara and
Kolkata airport brought a
sense of relief and anticipa-
tion. Many who witnessed or
boarded the inaugural train
said the new service would
change the way they travel
across the city.

Aparna Bhaduri, a home-
maker from Dum Dum, was
among those allowed to ride
the first train after the cere-
mony. “This will change the
way we travel. From Dum
Dum Cantonment, I can now
reach Noapara and take tra-
ins going directly to Esplana-
de and beyond,” she said. She
took aride from Jessore Road
to Dum Dum Cantonment as
the decked-up train was hea-
ded back to Noapara car shed
after inauguration.

Frequent flyer Saikat
Chakraborty, who lives in
Dakshineswar and often tra-
vels abroad for work, hailed
the service for cutting his de-
pendence on taxis. “With just
abackpack, I cannow use two
quick Metroridestoreachho-
me from the airport. No more
haggling with cab drivers,”
said Chakraborty, who works
with an MNC. For Satyam
Sengupta, who lives near
Dum Dum Cantonment, the
link will make daily office
trips less tedious. “I can bo-
ard here, connect to Sealdah
and then switch to Sector V. It
willmake my commute much
smoother,” he said.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi inaugurated the stretch
at Jessore Road station aro-

Pic: Mayukh Sengupta
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Passengers on board the inaugural train at Jessore Road station

| came with friends and family to see the
inauguration. We entered Jessore Road
station and the train took us to the Noapara
car shed. Our lives will change now. | used
to take the train from Dum Dum before
Aparna Bhaduri | HOMEMAKER, NAGERBAZAR RESIDENT

Diya Sarkar | STUDENT

| have heard since childhood that metro
would run here. Today, for the first time,
| got to travel on it. Once regular services
start from Monday, | will be a regular user. |
will take a train to reach my S Kolkata college

und 4.40 pm before boarding
the first train. In the inaugu-
ral ride from Jessore Road to
the airport and back, he was
joined by schoolchildren,
engineers and Metro offici-
als. The train is supposed to
cover theentire6.7kmdistan-
ceinunder12minutesasitbe-
gins commercial operation
from Monday.

Friday’s inaugural event
drew hundreds of spectators,
includingrailway employees,
students, and locals, many of
whom chanted in support of
Modi long after he left for a
rally in Dum Dum.

Metro has announced
that once regular services be-
gin on Monday, every third
train on the North-South cor-

ridor will run beyond Noapa-
ra to the airport’s Jai Hind
station, eventually allowing
passengers to travel 35 km up
to Kavi Subhash without
changing trains.

Now, a large share of air-
port passengers travel to Es-
planade, Howrah, Dakshines-
war, and Kalighat, mostly re-
lying on taxis. With the new
section, passengershopefora
faster and cheaper alternati-
ve that could also reduce
complaints of overcharging
by cab operators. Trains will
run at 15-minute intervals
between 8 am and 8 pm, with
fares ranging from Rs 5 to Rs
10. Services will remain su-
spended on weekends for
NOW.
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Kids join PM
on Ist metro
ride to airport

Mayukh Sengupta | TN

Kolkata: For a dozen or so
schoolchildren, Friday tur-
ned into a once-in-a-lifetime
experience as they joined Pri-
me Minister Narendra Modi
on the maiden Metro ride bet-
ween Jessore Road station
and Kolkata airport shortly
after the PM flagged off the
service.

“I still can’t believe I was
chosen for the first ride. Sit-
ting next to the Prime Mini-
ster made it even more memo-
rable,” said Ananya Sinha, a
class X student of Kendriya
Vidyalaya.

Sharing his excitement,
Ayan Singh, another class X
student of the same school, sa-
id he only saw the overhead
metro service from outside
and was thrilled toride iteven
beforeitbeganitscommercial
run.

“Meetingthe PM waslikea
dream come true. I am certa-
inly going to flex it in school
and will cherish the memory
throughout my life,” said
Singh.

The duo was among 100 or
so students invited for the in-
augural 4.8-km run. Of them,
only 12 got the chance to ac-
company the Prime Minister
on the first trip. The PM inter-
acted with the children about
avariety of subjectslike their
hobbies, ambitions, their vi-
ews on metro service and arti-
ficial intelligence.
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Science City crucial connect in
metro extn from Ruby to Beleghata

Krishnendu.Bandyopadhyay
@timesofindia.com

Kolkata: There was a sense
of muted jubilation as the
Orange Line train left Beleg-
hata station and moved to-
wards New Garia following
itsceremonial flagging off by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi from Dum Dum on Fri-
day. While the Orange Line
had linked the Santoshpur,
Prince Anwar Shah and Kas-
ba connectors till now, from
Monday;, it will also link the
Park Circus connector at Sci-
ence City.

The line currently covers
only a part of the city’s busi-
est transport corridor —E M
Bypass. But, running at 20-
minute intervals, the service
falls short of the frequency
needed to cater to the corri-
dor’s surging demand. Traf-
fic on Bypass the EMB now
crawls at less than 15 kmph

Debobrata Shome
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From Monday, the Orange Line trains will go till Beleghata station

during peak hours.

“For people travelling
shorter distances, this exten-
sion might make sense. But
unless it connects Sector V,
and then the airport, the be-
nefits will be limited,” said
film-maker Sourav De, who
travels daily from his Tolly-
gunge home to Sector V.

Others see it as a promise
of better days ahead. Rakhi
Ghosh, who lives in New
Town and works with a priva-
te hospital at Ruby crossing,
said, “Today’s extension gi-
ves me hope that my daily
commute time would reduce
to 25 minutes from the cur-
rent two-plus hours.”

Unlike the other two met-
ro services inaugurated on
Friday, the Orange Line ex-
tension has not connected a
major transit node. At Beleg-
hata, the absence of a foot
overbridge has further redu-
ced its effectiveness as a dis-
persal point.

With urban growth rapid-
ly sprawling eastward, By-
pass remains under intense
pressure. Commuters belie-
ve this metro will only serve
as a true alternative once the
stalled viaduct at Chingrig-
hatais completed.

“It is unfortunate that the
viaduct is suspended just be-
cause of the state govt not al-
lowing a traffic block. In-
frastructure projects should
strictly be above politics,” a
commuter said.

“My travel time will redu-
ce significantly once the full
service starts,” said Sujit
Ghosh, a Sinthee resident.
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SALT LAKE-HOWRAH FULL STRETCH OPER

DEBRAJ MITRA AND
SAMARPITA BANERJEE

Calcutta: The city’s trans
port system hit a new mile-
stone on Friday with the en-
tire 16.6km strvtch between
Howrah Maidan and Salt
Lake Sector V bridged by
the Metro network, a pro-
ject come to fruition despite
several hurdles.

A six-conch rake left
Sector V with passengers at
6.04pm and reached How-
rah Maidan at 6.39pm. The
A5-minute AC ride can turn
into a 90-minute ordeal on &
bus during rush hours

Chander nagore resident
Nishan Ranjan Ghosh, a re-
search scholar at a private
university in Salt Lake,
wins on that first train from
Sector V. His daily com-
mute between home and
workplace till now ovolved
catching a local train to
Howrah and then a bus to
Salt Lake. On some days, he
hired an app cab.

Y

—_—

The first East- West Metro train on the Sector V-Howrah (Green Line) stretch enters City Centre | station on Friday

evwning. Pcture by Sanat Kumar Smbs @ Sew Metro

TRAIN OF TWO CITIES

“1 can now trwwel the
same distance in bess than
half the usual time. A Metro
ride is pocket friendly and
comfor table,” Ghosh sadd.

Shilpi Banerjoe, who
lives in Salt Lake's EE
Wlock, works at the Howrah
regional office of the West
Bengal State Electricity Dis-
tribution Company Limited.
She curpools to office, but
the return journey is long
and tedious.

She takes a Metro from
How rab Maidan, gets off at
Eaplanade and takes anoth-
er Metro to Sovabazar be-
fore hopping into two wutos,
to Ultadanga and Salt Lake,
10 reach home.

“Now, | can cover the
entire distance on one
train,” Banerjee said, add
g that ber return jour ney
took at least an hour and &

rored the mood of countless
other passengers. The East

West corridor promises to
be a game-changer in how
Calcutta commutes.

lot of struggle. We were
not hopeful at one potnt.
But we persisted und pre-

A little over an hour be- valled. [t's a proud moment
fore the commercial service | for Caloutta ™
began, Prime Minister Nar- The Bowhegar stretch
endra Modi insugurated the | of the Green Line has soen
2.45km Esplanade-Sealdah four incidents of water
section, which effectively leak and soll subsidence
made the full 16.6km corri- since 2010, On Friday, the
dor functional. inaugural, cervemonial ride

Modi abo Esplanade and
two other Metro links —a Sealdah took around five
6.77km section between minutes. The train moved

Noapara and Jal Hind
Bimanbandar (alrport)

on the Yellow Line and &
4.3%km section between
Ruby and Beleghata on
the Orange Line — and

w subway linking the How-
rah Metro and Howrah il
way stations.

“The Motro network got
expanded by 14km today
In the past two-and o half
years, it has expanded by
25kcm. This is # record,”
Metro general manager ¥
Uday Kumar Roddy said.

“We have gone through a

a tad slower for photoops,
# Metro official said. The
same ride took less than
four minutes during the
submeyguent commerial
runs.

Concotved as partof
a 1971 master plan and
sanctioned in 2004, inspired
by the sucoess of the Delhi
Metro, the East-West Motro
construc tion began in 2000,
Before the incidents of sub-
sidence, land logiams had
delayed the project.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8 b

P FROM PAGE 1

Manas Sarkar, who was man-
aging director of the Kolkata
Metro Rall Corporation from
2019 to 2022, was beaming with
pride on Friday.

“There 1s a deep sense of
fulfiiment. The project went
through so much turbulence.
My family, friends and neigh-
bours would keep asking me
when the full stretch would be-
comefunctional. I won't be fac-
ing these questions any more,”
Sarkar sald.

Sarkar lives in Phoolba-
gan, a stop on the route. “I
shall take a ride along the full
stretch very soon,” he said.

The Green Line will be
functional seven days a week.
There will be 186 trains every
day from Monday to Saturday.
The peak-hour interval be-
tween two trains will be eight
minutes. The first and last
trains will leave the terminal
stations at 6.30am and 9.45pm.

K2, b

Students ride a Metroon
the Green Line after it
opened on Friday. (PTT)

There will be 104 services
on a Sunday.

The Green Line 1s expected
to ferry over 6 lakh passengers
dally, like the Blue Line, which
connects Shahid Khudiram
and Dakshineswar.

The two lines have an In-
terface at Esplanade. Green
Line passengers can also trav-
el to the airport by switching
two trains, at the Esplanade
interface and then at Noapara,
from where they can take the
Yellow Line till the Jal Hind
Bimanbandar station.

The Green Line connects
two of the busiest rallway
stations in Indla. On Friday,

the Journey between Howrah
and Sealdah took between 11
and 12 minutes. On a weekday
evening, it takes between 40
minutes and an hour by bus.

Some of the engineers who
oversaw the tunnel construc-
tion between Esplanade and
Sealdah were on the train that
made the ceremonial opening
run. They described 1t as one
of the most challenging pro-
Jects of thelr careers.

Ashraf Ahmad, 50, tun-
nel construction manager at
ITD-ITD Cementation — the
contractor for the tunnels be-
tween Esplanade and Sealdah
— has been with the project for
12 years.

The first subsidence on Au-
gust 31, 2019, had shaken the
team’'s morale.

“Even we broke down after
that incident. Many people
lost hope In us, but we made
It clear to ourselves that we
would complete the work, and
wedid,” he said.

Train f two g:ities
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GREEN LINE: The first Bast-West Motro train on the Sector V-Howrah stretch
on Friday evening. Pictures by Sanat Kr Sinha

YELLOW LINE: Visitors (o Jessore Road Metro station crowd
around a Metro train that returned from its fliest run o Jud Hind
Bimanbandar (airport) station on Friday evening

ORANGE LINE: A decorated Beleghata Metro station on Priday afternoon.
Picture by Rshwarup Dutta

All you need to know about E-W Metro

DEBRAJ MITRA

Calcutta: A 245 km stretch
of the Kast-West Motro was
inaugurated on Friday by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modl, making the entire
16 6km from Howrah to
Sector V - finally operational
16 years after the construction
bagan

Metro gives a lowdown
on the corridor that 1s sup-
posed 1o change how Calcutta
COMMULS.

East-West Metro

A Metroroute from Salt Lake's
Sector V till Howrah Maidan,
a distance of 16.6km from the
eustern part of the city to Its
wost

The journey:
Undesground: 10.85m;
Elevated: 58km
Underground stations: 6
Elevated stations. 6

usp

The only Metro in the country

that goes under a river. A 520m

strotch of tho tracks passos

through a tunnel under the
y.

Operator

The rallway ministry is the
majority stakeholder with a 74
par cant share whilo the Union
urban development minisuy
holds 26 per cent. The Kolka-
ta Metro Rall Corporation Is
the Implamanting agoncy but
Metro Rall is in charge of op-
erutons.

Project cost
The original projected cost
was #1,874.53 crure, sanctioned
1n 2008-09. But delays as well
as the fluctuating rupee have
ralsed the cost. More than
11,000 crare have boen spent
Japan International Co-
operation Agency (JICA) and
the Union govarnment, main-

Pussengens onboard o Metro train on the Groen Line at
Esplanade station on Friday. (PT1)

ly the rallways have borne
the cost.

Construction started
April 2009
Many Hurdles

Work was first delayed when
settlers at Duttabad in Salt
Lake held 1t up on a 365-

metre overhead stretch. Work
on the entire stretch was
stalled for nearly four years.
In January 2016, the tunnel
boring work resumed from
Howrah Maldan after the
government relocated the on
croachers.

Next up was the stute
govarnment’s reluctance to

acquire land tn Bowhazar in
the face of opposition from
businessmen. The route was
changod, adaing nearty 2km o
the journey.

A stretch in Bowbazar, be-
twoon Sealdah ana Esplanade,
has seon four incidents of
water leakage and soll subsid
ence since 2019

Milestones

8 13 February, 2020: Phase
1 betwean Sector V and Salt
Lake Stamum was Inavgurat
wd

® October 4, 2020: Line ex-
tonded from Salt Lake Stadi-
um to Phoalbagan

& July 11, 2022: Phoolbagan
to Sealdah

® March 8, 2024: Howrah
Maidan to Esplanade link,
including the underwater
stroteh, openad

& August 22, 2025: Opera
tons start between Howrah
Mandan and Sector V
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Commutersexcited afterflaggingoffo

NISHATNIZAMI
Kolkata, 22 August

As the rake MR 610 chugged
out of Sealdah Metro station
this evening it was a new joy
for the numerous commuters
in the city. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi flagged off three
Metro routes of Kolkata Metro
Railway today.

The PM flagged off three
trains including oneat Jessore
Road Metro station and two
more in the routes namely
Seakdah-Esplanadeand Hemanta
Mukhapadhyay and Beleghata
through video conferencing,
He also boarded a train from
Jessore Road Metro station to
Jai Hind Biman Bandar station
andbackwithagroupof students

The commencement of
commercial services inthe three
sections is anticipated to cut
down travel time drastically.
IntheGreenLine, theestimated
travel time between Howrah
andSealdahisgenerally around
40to45minutes by road. With
the opening of the 245 km
stretch, the journey will now
takeonly 1t minutes. Commuting

to and fro the city airport is
another time consuming task.
The journey from Esplanade
to the airport will now take
only 30 minutes. The Metro
stations at Howrah Maidan,
Howrah, Esplanade or even
Sealdah were busier than the
otherusual weekdays. Almost
every commuter visiting the
stationstalked about theopening

3l

of the new routes. According
to many commuters, of the
three new lines inaugurated
today,theopeningof thestretch
between Esplanadeand Sealdah
was most crucial. “After seeing
thenewsofrepeated subsidence
inBowbazar,Thad lostall hopes
aboutthecommercialopening
of this stretch,” said Pritama
Das, a second year student.

“But the opening today has
brought anew hopeandTthink
theopeningofthis route would
be a game-changer for the
commuters, transport operators
and the metroauthorities,” she
added while talking outside
Esplanade Metro station.

For Rabi Bhaskar, theopening

was most important as it

)fnewmetrolinks

connects Howrah to Sealdah
andSector Vand vice-versa. “I
am a marketing person and
often travel to Sealdah and Salt
Lake from Dalhousie. The
commuteisarduous,”said Rabi.
“The openingof this section is
such a huge relief for people
likeus whooften havetotravel
to those parts of the city.” he
reiterated. Sushmita Nag had

similar assertions. “The fact
that this route will connect the
main and central parts of
Kolkata with Howrah, is the
mostimportant aspect, according
to me,” she said. Availing a
train from either Howrah or
Sealdah or even commuting
in various parts of Kolkata
would be faster and more
economic,” she added.
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ABOVE BENGALI NEWS CLIPPING

ANANDABAZAR PATRIKA (KOLKATA EDITION), 23-08-2025, PAGE: 5

CROWDS AT THE INAUGURATION OF THE METRO LINE FROM
BELEGHATA TO KAVI SUBHASH ROUTE.
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The twin cities on the banks of the Ganges have been connected.

Kolkata's two main railway stations, Howrah and Sealdah, have been
connected.

Kolkata's two main office suburbs, B.B.D Bagh and the IT city, Salt Lake
Sector V, have been connected.

Sports-loving Kolkatans have got the link between Eden Gardens and Yuva
Bharati Sports Complex.

The city's two major peripheral bus stands, Esplanade and Karunamoyee,
have also been connected:

A passenger carrying the national flag on the first run of Metro from Salt
Lake Sector V in Salt Lake to Howrah Maidan via Sealdah. Friday.
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WILL THE NEW METRO RAIL SPEED UP THE SLUGGISH CITY?

After a decade of hurdles, East-West Metro finally connected Sealdah to
Esplanade under Bowbazar. New links now connect Howrah, Salt Lake,
New Town and the Airport. PM Modi inaugurated 3 Metro lines, travelled
with students, and said Kolkata will be faster. Huge number of passengers
are expected to benefit daily, easing traffic jams on VIP Road
and city routes.
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ABOVE BENGALI NEWS CLIPPING

SANGBAD PRATIDIN (KOLKATA EDITION), 23-08-2025, PAGE: 7

EAST-WEST CONNECTION, METRO COMPARTMENT IS LIKE ASHTAMI
KOLKATA

Sealdah—Esplanade—Howrah Metro section finally opened, with Motorman
Jaideep Ghosh driving the first train flagged off by PM Modi. Passengers
rejoiced as decades-long delays ended, Bowbazar tunnel disaster has been
overcome, and now commuting between Howrah—Salt Lake Sector V will
take just 30 minutes with heavy crowds from day one.
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ABOVE BENGALI NEWS CLIPPING

El SAMAY (KOLKATA EDITION), 23-08-2025, PAGE: 7

A few steps ahead The 'Orange Line' Metro, which has been running
from New Garia to Ruby for a long time, is now open. After its
inauguration on Friday, the first train heading towards Beleghata.
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El SAMAY (KOLKATA EDITION), 23-08-2025, PAGE: 7

TWO PASSENGERS AT TWO STATIONS

(Above) The first journey from Esplanade towards Sealdah, (Below) at

Jessore Road station.
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El SAMAY (KOLKATA EDITION), 23-08-2025, PAGE: 7

FORGET THE BREAK JOURNEY! BOARD THE TRAIN AT KHUDIRAM,
GET OFF AT THE AIRPORT

Blue Line trains will directly connect to the Airport via Noapara, no need to
change. Noapara becomes a major junction of Blue & Yellow Lines. Initially,
Airport trains will run every 15 mins. Green & Purple Line passengers can
change at Esplanade to reach the Airport. Yellow Line will later extend to
Barasat (22 km).
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El SAMAY (KOLKATA EDITION), 23-08-2025, PAGE: 7

HOWRAH MAIDAN-SECTOR V FIRST METRO RIDE 'THIS IS THE TIMFE’

After years of delays, accidents, and tunnel collapse at Bowbazar, the
Howrah Maidan—Salt Lake Sector V Green Line Metro finally started. First
passengers felt it was like holding hands of a new city—saving time,
avoiding jams, and making commuting easier. Joy, applause and selfie
snapping marked the moment, as the 36-minute ride connected Howrah to
Salt Lake directly, ending a long wait.
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El SAMAY (KOLKATA EDITION), 23-08-2025, PAGE: 7

SUBWAY INAUGURATED

PM Modi inaugurated a new subway at Howrah Station connecting the Old
Complex with the Metro Station, solving passengers’ long-standing
problems. He also laid the foundation stone of a 6-lane elevated Kona
Expressway Corridor, which will ease traffic in Kolkata-Howrah and
improve connectivity across South Bengal.
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3) HEADLINE: COMMERCIAL METRO SERVICES ON THREE
NEWLY INAUGURATED SECTIONS FROM FRIDAY

DARPAN OF INDIA (KOLKATA EDITION) DT.23-08-2025, PAGE: 2

Commercial metro services on three
newly inaugurated sections from friday

DOI CORRESPONDENT

Kolkata, 22 August : Good
news for Metro Commuters!

Dreams of millions have
come true today i. e. on
22.08.2025 (Friday) as hon-
ourable Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi has inaugu-
rated three new Metro proj-
ects in the city along with a
subway at Howrah. He also
flagged off Metro services on
these newly inaugurated
stretches. Now Metro serv-
ices will be available on Noa-
para to Jai Hind Bimanbandar
stretch of Yellow Line. Apart
from that, Metro will be ply-
ing over the entire stretch of
Green Line from Howrah
Maidan to Salt Lake Sector V
and also on the stretch from
Kavi Subhash to Beleghata of
Orange Line.

The details are hereun-
der:

*FROM TODAY i.e.
22.08.2025 (FRIDAY) - ON
HOWRAH MAIDAN TO
SALT LAKE SECTOR V
STRETCH OF GREEN
LINE: (MONDAY - SAT-
URDAY)*

Total 186 services (93
services from  Howrah
Maidan and 93 services from
Salt Lake Sector V) will be
available on this stretch from
Monday to Saturday daily.
Services will be available at 8
minutes intervals on both di-

rections.

*First Service :*

At 06:30 hrs. from
Howrah Maidan to Salt Lake
Sector V

At 06:32 hrs. from Salt
Lake Sector V to Howrah
Maidan

*Last Service:*

At 2145 hrs from
Howrah Maidan to Salt Lake
Sector V

At 21.47 hrs from Salt
Lake Sector V to Howrah
Maidan

*ON SUNDAYS*

Total 104 services (52
services from  Howrah
Maidan and 52 services from
Salt Lake Sector V) will be
available on this stretch on
Sundays. Services will be
available at 15 minutes inter-
vals on both directions.

*First Service:*

At 09:00 hrs. from
Howrah Maidan to Salt Lake

Sector V

At 09:02 hrs. from Salt
Lake Sector V to Howrah
Maidan

*Last Service:*

At 21:45 hrs. from Salt
Lake Sector V to Howrah
Maidan

At 21:47 hrs. from
Howrah Maidan to Salt Lake
Sector V

*FROM 25.08.2025
(MONDAY) ON KAVI SUB-
HASH TO BELEGHATA
STRETCH OF ORANGE
LINE:*

Total 60 daily services
will be available on this
stretch (30 services from Kavi
Subhash to Beleghata and 30
services from Beleghata to
Kavi Subhash) from Monday
to Friday. Services will be
available at 25 minutes inter-
vals.

*First Service:*

At 08:00 hrs. from Kavi
Subhash to Beleghata

At O08:00 hrs. from
Beleghata to Kavi Subhash

*Last Service:*

At 20:05 hrs. from Kavi
Subhash to Beleghata

At 20:05 hrs. from
Beleghata to Kavi Subhash

*Services will not be
available on Saturdays and

Sundays.*
*FROM 25.08.2025
(MONDAY)- ON NOA-

PARA TO JAI HIND BI-
MANBANDAR STRETCH
OF YELLOW LINE: (MON-
DAY - FRIDAY)*

Total 120 services (60
services from Noapara to Jai
Hind Bimanbandar and 60
services from Jai Hind Bi-
manbandar to Noapara) will
be available on this stretch
daily. Services will be avail-
able from Monday to Friday.
Services will be available at
10-15 minutes intervals on
this stretch.

*First Service:*

At 07:58 hrs. from Noa-
para to Jai Hind Bimanbandar

At 07:58 hrs. from Jai
Hind Bimanbandar to Noa-
para

*Last Service:*

At 20:00 hrs. from Noa-
para to Jai Hind Bimanbandar

At 20:00 hrs. from Jai
Hind Bimanbandar to Noa-
para

*Services will not be
available on Saturdays and
Sundays.
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Prime Minister lays foundation stone, inaugurates multiple devel-
opment projects worth over Rs 5,200 crore at Kolkata, West Bengal

DOI CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, 22 Auguat: Cities like Kolkata rep-
resent the rich identity of both India’s history
and its future: PM As India advances towards
becoming the world's third-largest economy,
cities such as Dum Dum and Kolkata will play a
significant role in this journey: PM 21st-century
India requires a 21st-century transport system,
Therefore, today across the country, modern
transport facilities—from railways to roads,
metros to airports—are not only being devel-
oped but also being integrated to ensure seam-
less connectivity: PM The Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi laid the foundation stone and
inaugurated multiple development projects
worth over Rs 5,200 crore in Kolkata at West
Bengal today. Addressing the gathering, the
Prime Minister stated that he once again had
the opportunity to accelerate the development
of West Bengal, Sharing his experience of the
Kolkata Mectro journey from Noapara to Jai
Hind Airport, Shri Modi said that during this
visit, he interacted with many colleagues and
noted that everyone expressed happiness over
the modernization of Kolkata's public transport
system. The Prime Minister also laid the foun-
dation stone for the six-lane elevated Kona Ex-
pressway. He extended heartfelt
congratulations to the people of Kolkata and all
citizens of West Bengal for these multi-thou-
sand crore rupee projects. “Cities like Kolkata
are a rich embodiment of both India's history
and its future, as India moves towards becom-
ing the world's third- largest economy, cities
such as Dum Dum and Kolkata will play a piv-
otal role”, said Shri Modi. He stated that the
message of today's programme goes beyond the
inauguration of the metro and the foundation
stonc of the highway. The Prime Minister noted
that this event is a testament to how modern
India is transforming its urban landscape. He
emphasized that efforts are underway across In-
dian cities to promote green mobility, while the
number of electric charging points and electric
buses is being increased. He further added that
under the *Waste to Wealth’ initiative, cities are
now gencrating clectricity from urban waste.
Highlighting that metro services are expanding
and metro networks are being extended, Shri
Modi expressed pride in the fact that India now
has the world’s third-largest metro network. He
pointed out that before 2014, the country had

only 250 kilometres of metro routes, while
today, the metro network in India has expanded
to over 1,000 kilometres. He stated that Kolkata
too has witnessed continuous expansion of its
metro system. The Prime Minister informed that
approximately 14 kilometres of new lines are
being added to Kolkata's metro rail network,
while seven new stations are being integrated
into the Kolkata Metro. He affirmed that all
these developments will enhance the Ease of
Living and Ease of Travel for the people of
Kolkata. “21st-century India requires a 21st-
century transport system. Therefore, today
across the country, modern transport facilities—
from railways to roads, metros to airports—are
being developed and interconnected”, empha-
sised Shri Modi. He highlighted that the govern-
ment's effort is not only to connect one city to
another, but also to ensure scamless transport
access near people’s homes. He remarked that a
glimpse of this vision can be seen in Kolkata's
multi-modal connectivity. The Prime Minister
noted that two of the country’s busiest railway
stations—Howrah and Scaldah—are now con-
nected via metro. He pointed out that travel time
between these stations, which earlier took
around one and a half hours, will now take only
a few minutes by metro. He added that the
Howrah Station subway is also ensuring multi-
modal connectivity. Noting that carlier, passen-
gers had to take long detours to catch trains
from Eastern 8/22/25, 6:26 PM Press
Release:Press Information Bureau
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressRelcascPage.aspx?

PRID=2159869 1/3 Railway or South Eastern
Railway, Shri Modi said with the construction of
this subway, interchange time will be signifi-
cantly reduced. The Prime Minister announced
that Kolkata Airport is now connected to the
metro network, which will make it easier for
people from distant parts of the city to reach the
airport. Affirming that the Government of India
is making every possible effort for the develop-
ment of West Bengal, Shri Modi underlined that
West Bengal is now among the states where
100% railway electrification has been achieved.
He acknowledged the long-standing demand for
a MEMU train between Purulia and Howrah,
and confirmed that the Government of India has
fulfilled this public demand. The Prime Minis-
ter informed that nine Vande Bharat trains are
currently operating on various routes in West
Bengal with two additional Amrit Bharat trains

also running for the people of the state. Stating
that over the past 11 years, the Government of
India has completed several major highway
projects in the region, the Prime Minister noted
that work is ongoing on many other infrastruc-
ture projects. He highlighted that once the six-
lane Kona Expressway is completed, it will
significantly improve port connectivity. He con-
cluded by adding that this enhanced connectiv-
ity will strengthen the foundation for a better
future for Kolkata and West Bengal. The Gover-
nor of West Bengal, Dr. C.V . Ananda Bose,
Union Ministers Shri Shantanu Thakur, Shri
Ravneet Singh Bittu, Dr. Sukanta Majumdar
were present among other dignitaries at the
event. Background In line with his commitment
to world class infrastructure and developed
urban connectivity, Prime Minister inaugurated
metro railway projects in Kolkata. A 13.61 km
long newly constructed metro network will be
inaugurated and metro services will be launched
on these routes. He visited the Jessore Road
Metro Station, where he will flag off the Noa-
para-Jai Hind Bimanbandar metro service from
Jessore Road. In addition, through video confer-
encing, he will also flag off the Sealdah-Es-
planade metro service and the Beleghata-
Hemanta Mukhopadhyay metro service. He also
undertook a metro ride from Jessore Road Metro
Station to Jai Hind Bimanbandar and back. At
the public function, Prime Minister inaugurated
these metro sections and a newly constructed
subway at Howrah Metro Station. The Noapara-
Jai Hind Bimanbandar metro service will signif-
icantly improve the access to the airport. The
Sealdah-Esplanade metro will reduce the travel
time between the two points from nearly 40
minutes to only 11 minutes. The Beleghata-He-
manta Mukhopadhyay metro section will play a
crucial role in enhancing connectivity with the
IT hub. These metro routes will connect some
of Kolkata's busiest arcas, bring a notable re-
duction in travel time, and strengthen multi-
modal connectivity, benefiting lakhs of daily
commuters. In a major boost to road infrastruc-
ture in the region, Prime Minister also laid the
foundation stone of 7.2 km long six-lane ele-
vated Kona Expressway worth over Rs 1,200
crore. It will enhance connectivity between
Howrah, surrounding rural areas, and Kolkata,
saving hours of travel time and giving signifi-
cant boost to trade, commerce, and tourism in
the region.
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Commercial Metro Services
on three newlyinaugurated
sections from Aug 22

EOI CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA, AUG 22/--/Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has inaugurated three new
Metro projects in the city along with a
subway at Howrah. He also flagged off
Metro services on these newly inaugurated
stretches. Now Metro services will be
available on Noapara to Jai Hind
Bimanbandar stretch of Yellow Line. Apart
from that, Metro will be plying over the
entire stretch of Green Line from Howrah
Maidan to Salt Lake Sector V and also on
the stretch from Kavi Subhash to
Beleghata of Orange Line.

The details are hereunder:

FROM TODAY i.e. 22.08.2025 (FRIDAY)
- ON HOWRAH MAIDAN TO SALT
LAKE SECTOR V STRETCH OF GREEN
LINE: (MONDAY - SATURDAY)

Total 186 services (93 services from
Howrah Maidan and 93 services from Salt
Lake Sector V) will be available on this
stretch from Monday to Saturday daily.
Services will be available at 8 minutes
intervals on both directions.

First Service:

At 06:30 hrs. from Howrah Maidan to Salt
Lake Sector V

At 06:32 hrs. from Salt Lake Sector V to
Howrah Maidan

Last Service:

At 21.45 hrs from Howrah Maidan to Salt
Lake Sector V

At 21.47 hrs from Salt Lake Sector V to
Howrah Maidan

ON SUNDAYS

Total 104 services (52 services from
Howrah Maidan and 52 services from Salt
Lake Sector V) will be available on this
stretch on Sundays. Services will be
available at 15 minutes intervals on both
directions.

First Service:

At 09:00 hrs. from Howrah Maidan to Salt
Lake Sector V

At 09:02 hrs. from Salt Lake Sector V to
Howrah Maidan

Last Service:

At 21:45 hrs. from Salt Lake Sector V to
Howrah Maidan
At 21:47 hrs. from Howrah Maidan to Salt
Lake Sector V
FROM 25.08.2025 (MONDAY) ON KAVI
SUBHASH TO BELEGHATA STRETCH
OF ORANGE LINE:
Total 60 daily services will be available on
this stretch (30 services from Kavi Subhash
to Beleghata and 30 services from
Beleghata to Kavi Subhash) from Monday
to Friday. Services will be available at 25
minutes intervals.
First Service:
At 08:00 hrs. from Kavi Subhash to
Beleghata
At 08:00 hrs. from Beleghata to Kavi
Subhash
Last Service:
At 20:05 hrs. from Kavi Subhash to
Beleghata
At 20:05 hrs. from Beleghata to Kavi
Subhash

Services will not be available on
Saturdays and Sundays.
FROM 25.08.2025 (MONDAY)- ON
NOAPARA TO JAI HIND
BIMANBANDAR STRETCH OF
YELLOW LINE: (MONDAY - FRIDAY)
Total 120 services (60 services from
Noapara to Jai Hind Bimanbandar and 60
services from Jai Hind Bimanbandar to
Noapara) will be available on this stretch
daily. Services will be available from
Monday to Friday. Services will be
available at 10-15 minutes intervals on this
stretch.
First Service:
At 07:58 hrs. from Noapara to Jai Hind
Bimanbandar
At07:58 hrs. from Jai Hind Bimanbandar to
Noapara
Last Service:
At 20:00 hrs. from Noapara to Jai Hind
Bimanbandar
At 20:00 hrs. from Jai Hind Bimanbandar to
Noapara

Services will not be available on
Saturdays and Sundays.
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4) HEADLINE: 'NEW METRO ROUTES IN KOLKATA TO BOOST
REAL ESTATE & OFFICE GROWTH’

MILLENNIUM POST (KOLKATA EDITION) DT.23-08-2025, PAGE: 2

‘New Metro routes in
Kolkata to boost real
estate & office growth’

OUR CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA: The inauguration
of new Metro routes in Kolk-
ata is expected to spur growth
in both commercial and resi-
dential real estate across Sec-
tor V, EM Bypass, Rajarhat,
New Town, and other periph-
eral areas, according to real
estate stakeholders.

“Sector V is going to be the
new Dalhousie Square. New
Town will be like a new Park
Street-Camac Street area.
With connectivity, we will see
offices, healthcare, educational
institutes, retail and entertain-
ment hubs, and other social
infrastructure coming up in
far-flung areas like Howrah,
Joka and North Calcutta,” said
Sushil Mohta, president, CRE-
DAI West Bengal and chair-
man, Merlin Group.

Kolkata’s office market has
already witnessed strong trac-
tion in 2025. The first half of
the year recorded a 60 per cent
year-on-year rise in leasing
activity, with a decade-high
transaction volume of 1.4 mil-
lion sq ft. Developers project
that office leasing could touch
2 million sq ft this year, driven
by domestic firms and Global
Capability Centers (GCCs),
especially in IT-ITES and BFSL

“The city’s office market
already showed robust growth
in the first half of 2025 ... and
we are expecting 2 million sq ft
of office leasing in the current
year;” Mohta said. He added
that the launch of the World
Trade Center in Sector V by

The Boost

» ‘The first half of the year
recorded a 60 per cent
year-on-year rise in
leasing activity, with a
decade-high transaction
volume of 1.4 million sq ft'

» ‘The new Metro Line will
catapult residential sales
to a new height across
Kolkata, where prices
are affordable’

» ‘Areas along the South-
ern Bypass and North
Kolkata would see a
spurt in new launches’

Merlin Group enhances the
“pride factor” for Bengal.

On the residential side, Kol-
kata registered a 105% surge
in new project launches in the
first half of 2025, alongside
strong demand for mid-range
and luxury properties. “The
new Metro Line inauguration
will catapult residential sales
to a new height across Kolkata,
particularly the suburbs, where
prices are affordable;” said Saket
Mohta, MD, Merlin Group. He
highlighted that areas along the
Southern Bypass and North
Kolkata would see a spurt in
new launches. Mohta added
that large tracts of unutilised
industrial land in Sodepur,
Kamarhati and Titagarh could
be unlocked through policy
support, aiding housing and
commercial development.
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Kolkata metro expansion to boost
real estate, say industry leaders

KOLKATA, AUG 22 /--/ The expansion
of Kolkata's metro network is set to give
a major fillip to connectivity, spur
housing demand, and boost office leasing
activity, industry leaders said on Friday.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi will later
on Friday inaugurate three new stretches
- Sealdah to Esplanade (Green Line, 2.6
km), Noapara to Jai Hind Bimanbandar
(Yellow Line, 6.77 km), and Hemanta
Mukhopadhyay to Beleghata (Orange
Line, 4.39 km) - marking a landmark
infrastructure push for the city.
Residential

Kumar said metro connectivity would be
a "big boon" for the city's real estate
industry. "This will surely enhance
connectivity and stimulate economic
growth, eventually leading to strong real
estate development in the region and
Kolkata at large. To put things in
perspective, Property cost in Delhi NCR,
particularly central locations and
outstations like Dwarka, Noida, and
Gurgaon, appreciated by almost 150 per
cent post-metro connectivity," he said. He
added that Mumbai MMR, especially
central areas

property prices
in the city have
already surged
by over 12 per
cent in the past
year, with metro-
linked micro-
markets such as
East Kolkata,
Rajarhat, and
Joka/Behala i
outperforming '

broader trends, officials said. In Howrah,
property values have risen by 8 per cent,
while commercial rates climbed as much
as 30 per cent near new metro stations,
they added. Merlin Group MD Saket
Mohta said connectivity will unlock new
growth opportunities, while Emami
Realty chief Nitesh Kumar said it would
be a big boost for the city's real estate
industry.

"Connectivity brings growth and
prosperity. It opens new job opportunities
and helps in the growth of healthcare,
education, and other social sectors, as
people from far-off areas can avail
themselves of these facilities. The new
metro lines will catapult residential sales
to a new height, particularly in the
suburbs where prices are affordable," he
said. Overall, Kolkata's residential
segment saw significant growth in the first
half of 2025, driven by a 105 per cent
surge in new project launches and strong
demand for mid-range and luxury
properties.

Prices in peripheral areas along the
Southern Bypass and beyond will go up,
and North Kolkata will see a spurt in new
launches, Mohta added. "While Q1 2025
saw a slight dip in total sales, this was due
to an increase in new supply. The new
metro lines will add momentum to the
residential segment," he said. "However,
the availability of suitable land may bea
challenge. Large tracts in areas like
Sodepur, Kamarhati, and Titagarh where
industries have shut can be unlocked for
housing and commercial development
with suitable policy support,” Mohta
added.

Emami Realty MD & CEO Nitesh

{ and suburbs
like Andheri
and Borivali,
witnessed close
to 120 per cent
appreciation,
w h ile
Bengaluru
localities like
Koramangala
and Whitefield
: appreciated by
almost 100 per cent. "Kolkata, too, has
seen central, south, Salt Lake, and
Howrah appreciate by 150-200 per cent
over the years after metro expansion.
Surely, we will see the IT sector boom
further in the near future," he said.

Credai West Bengal President Sushil
Mohta said the expansion would reshape
Kolkata's office market. "The
inauguration of new metro routes will
connect some of Kolkata's busiest areas
and bring a notable reduction in travel
time while strengthening multimodal
connectivity, benefitting lakhs of daily
commuters. This will spur office growth
in Sector V, Bypass, Rajarhat, and New
Town. Sector V is going to be the new
Dalhousie Square, while New Town will
emerge as a new Park Street," he said.
"The enhanced network will link
residential clusters with office hubs,
making workplace access more
convenient and expanding the catchment
area for corporates to attract talent.
Kolkata's office market already grew 60
per cent year-on-year in the first half of
2025, with a decade-high transaction
volume of 1.4 million sq ft. We expect 2
million sq ft of leasing this year, driven
by IT, BFSI, and Global Capability
Centres (GCCs). The upcoming World
Trade Center in Sector V adds to Bengal's
pride, and we will also see malls and
shopping complexes coming up in North
Kolkata," he added. Jain Group
Executive Director Rishi Jain said, "Even
though Joka Metro is incomplete, it has
already given a fillip to realty demand in
the area. In the last year, prices have
appreciated by well over 12
per cent." (PTI)
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Modi launches projects
worth 13Kk crin Bihar

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Begusarai, August 22

PRIMEMINISTER NARENDRA
Modi on Friday launched sev-
eral development projects
worth over ¥13,000 crore from
Bihar’s Gayaji and Begusarai
districts, of ficials said.

The PM inaugurated the
600 MW BuxarThermal Power
Plant, worth around ¥6,880
crore, and the 1.86-km-long
Aunta-Simaria Bridge, con-
structed at a cost of over
¥1,870 crore, on the Ganga
River, connecting Mokama in
Patna district with Begusarai.

After the inauguration of
the Aunta-Simaria Bridge, the
PM stood on the bridge and
waved at crowds, holding the
hand of Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar.The PMalsoflagged off
two trains - Amrit Bharat
Express between Gayaji and
Delhi and Buddhist Circuit
train between Vaishali and
Koderma. The latterwill givea
boost to tourism and pilgrim-
age across key Buddhist sitesin
theregion.

The Buxar Thermal Power
Plant will significantly
enhance power generation
capacity,improve energy secu-
rity, and meet the growing
electricity demand of the
region, theysaid.

PM also inaugurated the
Homi Bhabha Cancer
Hospital and Research
Centre in Muzaffarpur

Bihar Governor Arif
Mohammad Khan, Nitish
Kumar, deputy Chief Minister
Samrat Choudharyand sev-
eral Union ministers, state
ministers, MPs and MLAs
were also present at the
Gayaji function.

The PM also inaugurated
the Homi Bhabha Cancer Hos-
pital and Research Centre at
Muzaffarpur. The medical
facility includes advanced
oncology OPD and IPD wards,
operation theatres, modern
laboratories, blood bank,and a
24-bed ICU (Intensive Care
Unit) and HDU (High Depen-
dency Unit), they said.

This state-of-the-art facil-

ity will provide advanced and
affordable cancer care to
patients in Bihar and neigh-
bouring states, reducing the
need totravel to distant metro
cities for treatment.

The PM also inaugurated a
sewerage treatment plant
(STP) and sewerage networkat
Munger, constructed under
the Namami Gange pro-
gramme, worth over ¥520
crore. It will help reduce pollu-
tion load in the Ganga and
improvesanitation facilities in
theregion, they said.

The PM also laid the foun-
dation stone for a series of
urban infrastructure projects
worth around ¥ 1,2 60 crore.

These include the STP
and sewerage network at
Daudnagar in Aurangabad,
and Jehanabad; STP and
interception and diversion
work at Barahiya in Lakhis-
arai,and Jamui.
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PM launches
Rs 6,880-cr
Buxar thermal
power plant,

-
other projects
. .
in Bihar
MI News Service, Gaya : As
the Assembly elections in
Bihar are knocking at the
door, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday
launched several projects,
including the Rs 6.880-
crore  Buxar thermal
power plant in Gaya dis-
trict on Friday, official
sources said.

The PM also flagged off
two trains -- Amrit Bharat
Express between Gaya and
Delhi and Buddhist Circuit
train between Vaishali and
Koderma. The latter will
give a boost to tourism and
pilgrimage across key
Buddhist sites in the re-
gion.

The Buxar thermal
power plant will signifi-
cantly enhance power gen-
eration capacity, improve
energy security, and meet
the growing electricity de-
mand of the region, the
sources said..

Bihar Governor Arif
Mohammad Khan, Chiefl
Minister Nitish Kumar,
Deputy Chief Minister
Samrat Choudhary and
several Union ministers,
state ministers, MPs and
MLAs were present on the
occasion.

Later PM Modi also in-
augurated the Homi
Bhabha Cancer Hospital
and Research Centre at
Muzaffarpur.

The medical facility in-
cludes advanced oncology
OPD and IPD wards, oper-
ation theatres, modern
laboratories, blood bank,
and a 24-bed ICU (Inten-
sive Care Unit) and HDU
(High Dependency Unit).

This state-of-the-art fa-
cility will provide ad-
vanced and affordable
cancer care to patients in
Bihar and neighbouring
states, reducing the need
to travel to distant metros
for treatment.

The PM also inaugu-
rated a sewerage treat-
ment plant (STP) and
sewerage network  at
Munger, constructed under
Namami Gange project,
worth over Rs 520 crore. It
will help reduce pollution
load in the Ganga and im-
prove sanitation facilities
in the region, they said.
The PM also laid the

us Continued on Page 3

PM launches Rs 6,880-cr Buxar...

" From PG 1

foundation stone for a se-
ries of urban infrastruc-
ture projects worth around
Rs 1,260 crore.

These include the STP
and sewerage network at
Daudnagar in Au-
rangabad, and Jehanabad;
STP and interception and
diversion work at Barahiya
in Lakhisarai, and Jamui.

Under the Atal Mission
for  Rejuvenation and
Urban Transformation
(AMRUT 2.0), the Prime
minister also laid the foun-
dation stone of water sup-
ply projects at
Aurangabad, Bodhgaya
and Jehanabad.

A 'griha pravesh' cere-
mony of 12,000 rural ben-
eficiaries under
PMAY-Gramin and 4,260
beneficiaries under the
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yo-
jana-Urban (PMAY-U) also
took place with the sym-
bolic handing over of keys
to a few beneficiaries by
the PM.

The PM also inaugu-
rated the four-lane Bakhti-
yarpur to Mokama section
of NH-31, worth around Rs
1,900 crore, which will
ease congestion, reduce
travel time, and enhance
passenger and freight
movement.

Laterin the afternoon
PM Modi also inaugurated
the 1.86-km  Aunta-
Simaria Bridge on the
river Ganga to provide di-
rect connectivity between
Mokama in Patna district
and Begusarai.

After all these pro-
grammes the Prime minis-
ter left for West Bengal to
inauguarate a number of
Metro Rail and other proj-
ects worth over Rs 5,100
crores in Kolkata besides
laying the foundation of a
road project nearby.

Before returning to
Delhi after this whirlwind
tour, the Prime minister
addressed a massive pub-
lic meeting at Dum Dum in
the evening.
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PM Modi lays foundation stone, inau-
gurates multiple development projects
worth Rs 12,000 crore in Gaya, Bihar

» Gaya ji’s spiritual and cultural heritage is both ancient and

immensely rich: PM

» Operation Sindoor has drawn a new line in India’s defence

strategy: PM

» Rapid development of Bihar is a major priority for the NDA
government at the Centre: PM

» Every infiltrator will be expelled from the country, without

exception: PM

MI News Service, New Delhi:
Prime Minister Shri Naren-
dra Modi laid the foundation
stone and inaugurated mul-
tiple development projects
worth Rs 12,000 crore at
Gaya in Bihar today. The
Prime Minister offered salu-
tations to Gaya ji, the sacred
city of knowledge and liber-
ation and extended greet-
ings to all from the glorious
land of the Vishnupad Tem-
ple. Modi remarked that the
land of Gaya ji is a land of
spirituality and peace. He
highlighted that this sacred
soil is where Lord Buddha
attained  enlightenment.
“Gaya ji's spiritual and cul-
tural heritage is both ancient
and immensely rich”, stated
Shri Modi. Noting that the
people of the region wished
for the city to be referred to
not merely as “Gaya,” but
respectfully as “Gaya ji”, the
Prime Minister congratu-
lated the Bihar Government
for honoring this sentiment.
He expressed happiness that
their Governments at Centre
and Bihar are consistently
working towards the rapid
development of Gaya ji.
Highlighting that today, from
the sacred land of Gaya ji,
projects  worth 12,000
crore have been inaugu-
rated and foundation stones
laid in a single day, Shri
Modi said that these projects
span key sectors including
energy, healthcare, and
urban development. He re-
marked that these initiatives
will strengthen Bihar's in-
dustrial ¢ pacity and create
new employment opportuni-
ties for the youth and con-
gratulated the people of
Bihar for these transforma-
tive projects. The Prime
Minister further informed
that a hospital and research

centre have been inau-
gurated today to enhance
healthcare facilities in the
state. He noted that with
this, the people of Bihar now
havean additional facility for
cancer treatment. Affirming

ing, in Gayaji.

B

Prime Minister Narendra Modi addresses a public meet-

that removing hardships
from the lives of the poor
and making the lives of
women easier brings him
the greatest satisfaction as a
servant of the people, the
Prime Minister reiterated
that providing pucca houses
to the poor is one of his
major commitments. He de-
clared that until every needy
person receives a pucca
house, he will not rest. He
highlighted that, following
this resolve, over the past 11
years, 4 crore pucca houses
have been built for the poor
across the country. Noting
that more than 38 lakh
houses have been con-
structed in Bihar alone, and
over 2 lakh families in Gaya
district have received their
own pucca homes, Modi em-
phasized that these are not
just houses, but symbols of
dignity for the poor. He
stated that these homes
come equipped with elec-
tricity, water, toilets, and gas
connections—ensuring that
poor families also live with
convenience, safety, and dig-
nity.Prime Minister stated
that continuing this initia-
tive, over 16,000 families in
Bihar’s Magadh region have
now received their pucca
homes. He remarked that
this year, Diwali and Chhath
Puja celebrations in these
households will be even

more vibrant. Extending
congratulations to all bene-
ficiary families who have re-
ceived their homes, Shri
Modi assured thos who are
still awaiting benefits under
the Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana that the campaign
will continue until every
poor citizen receives a pucca
house. “Bihar is the land of
Chandragupta Maurya and
Chanakya. Whenever India
has faced challenges from its
enemies, Bihar has stood as
a shield for the nation”,
stated Shri Modi emphasiz-
ing that any resolve taken on
the soil of Bihar never goes
unfulfilled. Referring to the

terrorist attack in Pahal-
gam, Kashmir, where inno-
cent civilians were killed
after being asked their reli-
gion, the Prime Minister re-
called that it was from the
land of Bihar that he had
vowed to eliminate terror-
ism. He asserted that today,
the world is witnessing the
fulfillment of that resolve
taken on Bihar's soil. Shri
Modi reminded the nation
that while Pakistan was
launching drone and missile
attacks, India was intercept-
ing and neutralizing those
missiles mid-air like straw in
the wind. He affirmed that
not a single missile from
Pakistan was able to cause
harm to India.
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' Text of PM's address at the

launch of various develop-
mentprojects in Gayali, Bihar

MI News Service, New Delhi:
We bow down to the world
famous, holy city of knowl-
edge and salvation, GayalJi.l
greet all of us on this glori-
ous land of Vishnupad Tem-
ple.Arif Mohammad Khan
Ji, the Governor of Bihar, the
popular Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar Ji, my colleagues in
the Union Cabinet Jitan Ram
Manjhi Ji, Rajiv Ranjan
Singh, Chirag Paswan Ji,
Ram Nath Thakur i,
Nityanand Rai Ji, Satish
Chandra Dubey Ji, Raj
Bhushan Chaudhary Ji,
Deputy CM Samrat Chaud-
hary Ji, Vijay Kumar Sinha
Ji, Ministers of Bihar Gov-
ernment, my colleague in
Parliament Upendra Kush-
wabha Ji, other MPs, and my
dear brothers and sisters of
Bihar!This land of Gayali is
the land of spirituality and
peace. This is the holy land
that gave enlightenment to
Lord Buddha. Gayaji's spiri-
tual and cultural heritage is
very ancient and rich. The
people here wanted that this
city should be called Gayaji
and not Gaya. I congratulate
the Bihar government for
this decision. I am happy
that the double engine gov-
ernment of Bihar is continu-
ously working for the rapid
development of  Gayaji.
Brothers and sisters, even
today, from the holy land of
Gayaji, in a single day, proj-
ects worth Rs 12 thousand
crores have been inaugu-
rated or foundation stone
has been laid. These include
many big projects related to
energy, health and urban
development. These will
strengthen the industries of

Bihar and will also create
new employment opportuni-
ties for the youth. I congrat-
ulate the people of Bihar for
these projects. Today, a hos-
pital and research center
have also been inaugurated
here for better health facili-
ties in Bihar. Now the people
of Bihar have got another fa-
cility for the treatment of
cancer. Friends, I get the
most happiness in doing this
work as a servant of the peo-
ple, removing difficulties
from the lives of the poor,
making the lives of women
easier. Like giving a perma-
nent house to the poor...
Friends, I have a big resolu-
tion. Modi will not rest until
every needy person gets a
permanent house. With this
thought, in the last 11 years,
more than 4 crore poor peo-
ple have been given perma-
nent houses. More than 38
lakh houses were built in our
Bihar alone. In Gaya district
also, more than 2 lakh fami-
lies have got their perma-
nent houses. And we have
not only given a house i.e. 4
walls, but along with these
houses, we have given the
poor their self-respect. In
these houses, facilities of
electricity, water, toilet and
gas connection have been
provided. That is, poor fami-
lies have also got the guaran-
tee of living with conveni ence,
security and respect. Friends,
today, taking this series for-
ward, more than 16 thousand
families of Magadh region of
Bihar have been given their
permanent houses. That
means this time Diwali and
Chhath Puja will be more joy-
ous in these families.
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Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi lays foundation stone, inaugurates
multiple development projects worth Rs 12,000 crore in Gaya, Bihar

DOI CORRESPONDENT

New Delbi, 22 Auguat: Gaya ji's spiritual and cultural beritage
is both ancicnt and immenscly rich: PM Operation Sindoor has
drawn 2 new linc in India’s defence strategy: PM Rapid devel-
opment of Bihar is a major priority for the NDA government st
the Centre: PM Every infiltrator will be expelled from the coun-
try, without P PM Prime Shri N. dra Modi
laid the rlonc and g d 4

projects worth Rs 12,000 crore at Gaya in Bihar ladly The
Prime Minister offered salutations to Gays ji. the sacred city of
knowledge and lib and g5 1o all from the
glorious land of the Vishnupad Temple. Shn Mods rked that

stated that despite the

party’s leadership le-nud in dﬂ.'p slember. Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi stated that the current Bibar ‘nvmeul s
responding to the divisive of He

actions. He stated that some leaders from opposition partics are
out on bail, while others arc entangled in legal proceedings re-
lated to scams and these individuals fear that if they go to jail,

emphasized that cfforts are underway to ensure that the sons
and daughters of Bibar find cmployment within the state. Un-
derlining that major projects are now being developed across
Bibar, Shri Modi informed that the largest industrial area in
Bihar is being established in Dobhi, Gaya ji district and a tech-
nology centre is also being st up in G
the insuguration of the Buxar Thermal
calling that just a few months ago, he laid the foundation stone

the land of Gaya ji is 2 land of spirituality and peace. He high-
lighted that this sacred soil is where Lord Buddha attained en-
lighteament. “Gaya ji's spiritual and cultural heritage is both
ancient and immensely rich”, stated Shri Modi. Noting that the
people of the region wished for the city to be referred to not
merely as “Gaya,” but respectfully as “Gaya ji”, the Prime Min-
ister g d the Bihar G for this sen-
timent. He d b that their G at Centre
and Bihar ne ¢uu|unlly working towards the rapid develop-
ment of Gaya ji. Highlighting that today, from the sacred lnd
of Gaya ji, projects worth 12,000 crore have been

for the Nab Super Thermal Power Project in Aurangabad,
Shri Modi further stated that a new thermal power plant will be
constructed in Pirpainti, Bhagalpur. He added that these power
| significantly c-h-« clectricity supply in Bihar. Ac-

§ that d power g Icads to improved
clectricity availability in homes and greater upply for indus-
tries, Shri Modi said that this exp in cnergy

will also create new employment opportunitics. Stating that the
Chief Minister Shri Nitish Kumar has launched a major cam-
paign to provide permanent government jobs to the youth of
Bihar, Shu Mod- remarked that it is because of Shri Nitish
lcad p that teacher recruitment in the state has

and foundation stones laid in a single day, Shri Modi said that
these projects span key sectors including cacrgy, bealthcare, and
urban development. He r:mlud that these initiatives will
hen Bihar's ind: y and create new employ-

ment opportunities for the ynulh and congratulated the people
of Bihar for these transformative projects. The Prime Minister
further informed that a hospital and rescarch centre have been
inaugurated today to enhance healtheare facilities in the state
He noted that with this, the people of Bikar now have an addi-
lity for cancer treatment. Affirming that removing
s from the lives of the poor and making the lives of
women casier brings him the greatest satisfaction as a servant
of the people, the Prime Minister reiterated that providing pucca
houses to the poor is one of his major commitments. He declared
that until every needy person receives & pucca house, he will not
rest. He highlighted that, following this resolve, over the past
11 years, 4 crore pucca houses have been built for the poor
across the country. Noting that more than 3% lakh houses have
been constructed in Bibar alone, and over 2 lakh families in
Gaya district have received their own pucca homes, Shri Modi
emphasized that these are not just houses, but symbols of dig-
nity for the poor. He stated that these homes come equipped

been d d with full P y. He h d that cf-
forts arc being made to casure that a maximum number of
young people in Bihar find cmployment within the state itself,
without having to migrate for jobs. High
tiative by the Ce
this goal, the Prime Minister said that in his d Day

their political dreams will be shattered. He said this is why they
are opposing the proposed law. The Prime Minister reflected that
leaders like Rajendra Babu and Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar could
never have imagined that power-hungry individuals would com-
mit corruption and cling to office even while in jail. He asserted
that under the new law, corrupt individuals will not only go 1o
Juil but will also lose I.h:n poulwns of power "Thc resolve to
frec India from a coll of crores
of citizens—and this 1 'uohe will be fulfilled”, stated the PM
Mentioning that he had raised a serious concern from the Red
Fort—one that affects Bihar as well, Shri Modi remarked that
the rising number of infiltrators in the country is a matter of
grave concern. He d that the profile of
Bibar's border districts is changing rapidly and affirmed that
their government has resolved not to let infiltrators decide the
future of the nation. The Prime Minister stressed that infiltrators
will not be allowed to snatch employment opportunitics from
Bihar's youth. He emphasized that facilitics meant for Indian
citizens will not be looted by infiltrators. To address this threat,
the Prime Minister announced the launch of a Demography Mis-
sion, which will begin operations very soon. He asserted that
every infiltrator will be expelled from the country, urging the
people of Bibar 1o remain vigilant against those within the coun-
try who support infiltrators. Shri Modi strongly criticized the
opposition partics for attempting 1o deprive Biharis of their
rights and hand them over 1o infiltrators. He stated that for ap-

speech, the Pradhan Mantri Viksit Bharat Rojgar Youn was an-
nounced. Under this scheme, when young individuals take up
their first job in the private sector, the Central Government will
provide 15,000 directly to them. He added that private com-
panies offering employment to youth will alse receive financial
support, The Prime Minister affirmed that this scheme will
greatly benefit the youth of Bihar. Critic the opposition
parties and their governments for never val public moncy,
Shri Modi said that for them, public funds were merely a means
to fill their own coffers. He highlighted that under the opposi-
tion's rule, projects remained incomplete for years. The longer
a scheme was delayed, the more moncy they made from it. The
'n-c Minister asserted that this flawed mindsct has now been
by their g He emph d that after a foun-
dation stone is Ina. efforts are made to complete the work as
quickly as possible. Citing today's programme as an example

with electricity, water, toilets, and gas
that poor fmmlu.-n also live with convenience, safety, and d-l-

of this app Shri Modi recalled that he had laid the foun-
dation stonc for the Aunta-Simaria section, and now be is in-

nity, Prime M stated that this , over
16,000 families in Bihar's Magadh region have now r«ﬂw:d
their pucca homes. He remarked that this year, Diwali and
Chhath Puja celebrations in these houscholds will be even more
vibrant. E d 1 to all y families
who have received their homes, Shri Modi assured those who
are still awaiting benefits under the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yo-
jana that the campaign will continue until every poor citizen re-
ceives a pucca house. “Bihar is the land of Chandragupta
Maurya and Chanakya. Whenever India has faced challenges
from its encmics, Bibar has stood as a shicld for the nation™,
stated Shri Modi emphasizing that any resolve taken on the soil
of Bihar never goes unfulfilled. Referring to the terrorist attack
in Pahalgam, Kashmir, where innocent civilians were killed after
being asked their religion, the Prime Minister recalled that it
was from the land of Bihar that bhe had vowed to climinate ter-
rorism. He asserted that today, the world is witnessing the ful-
fillment of that resolve taken on Bihar's soil. Shri Modi
reminded the nation that while Pakistan was launching drome
and missile attacks, India was intercepting and ncutralizing
those missiles mid-air like straw in the wind. He affirmed that
not a single missile from Pakistan was able to cause harm to
India. 8/22/25, 6:12 PM Press Release 'rcu Infi B-

it himsell. He stated that this bridge will not only

connect roads but will also link North and South Bikar He

noted that heavy vehicles, which carlier had to take a 150-kilo-

metre detour via Gandhi Sctu, will now have a direct route. The

Prime Minister remarked that this will accelerate trade,

llrn.lhc- industrics, and make travel casier for pilgrims. He
du

hat develop projects d under their govera-
ment will be leted—this is & y. Prime M
stated that their p\em-enu at Centre and State are -omn.
rapidly to advance railway devel in Bihar. He

that under the Amrit Bharat Station Scheme, Gaya ji Railway
Station is being modernized to offer airport-like facilities to pas-
seagers. Shri Modi noted that Gaya is now a city with access to
Rajdhani, Jan Shatabdi, and Made-in-India Vande Bharat trains.
He emphasized that the direct rail connectivity from Gaya ji
through Sasaram, Prayagraj, and Kanpur to Delhi is creating
new opportunitics for Bihar's youth and entreprencurs. Express-
ing gratitude for their blessings and the nation’s unwavering
trust, which cnabled him to begin his tenure as Prime Minister
in 2014—a tenure that continues uninterrupted, Shri Modi af-
firmed that in all these years, not a single stain of corruption has
been found on his government. In contrast, he remarked that op-

r
https://www.pib.. ;ov in/ rrcul:len:hg: upl’?llD-’lS97l9

1/5 “Operation Sindoor has drawn a new line in India’s defence
strategy™, exclaimed Shri Modi asserting that now, no onc can
escape after sending terrorists into India or orchestrating at-
tacks. He remarked that even if terrorists hide in the depths of
the carth, India’s missiles will bury them there. “The rapid de-
velopment of Bihar is a m;ur priority {or the NDA g

which ruled for six to six-and-a-half
ﬂ«uks after Independence, have a long list of corruption cases
adding that the corruption by opposition parties is known to
every child in Bihar. The Prime Minister stated clearly that to
take the fight against corruption to its logical conclusion, no one
should be outside the scope of action. He pointed out the current
law under which cven a junior g s

ically suspended if held in custody for 48 hm He g d

and bank politics, those parties were willing to
§0 to any extent. The Prime Minister called upon the people of
Bihar to remain extremely alert. Stressing that Bibar must be
protected from the harmful intentions of the opposition pa 9
Shri Modi emphasized that this is a very crucial time for Bihar
He expressed hope that the dreams of Bihar's youth will be ful-
filled and added that the aspirations of the people of Bihar must
be given new wings. Highlighting that the Central Government
is working shoulder to shoulder \\llh Shn Nl th Kumar for this
purpose, the Prime that to
maintain the pace of development in Blhn. their Governments
at Center and State are continuously working hard, adding that
today s development projects are an important step in this direc-
tion. The Governor of Bihar, Shri Arif Mohammed Khan, Chief
Minister of Bihar, Shri Nitish Kumar, Union Ministers Shri
Rajiv Ranjan Singh, Shri Jitan Ram Manji, Shri Giriraj Singh,
Shri Chirag Paswan, Shri Nityanand Rai, Shri Ram Nath Thakur,
Dr. Raj Bhushan Choudhary, Shri Satish Chandra Dubey were
present among other dignitaries at the event. Background In line
with his commitment to improving connectivity, Prime Minister
inaugurated the 8,15 km long Aunta - Simaria bridge project on
N 1, including the 1.86 km long 6 lane Bridge on river
constructed at a cost of over R 1,870 crore, It will pro-
vide direct connectivity between Mokama in Patna and Be-
gusarai. 'I’l: hndlc hn been :om(mrl«l parallel to an old
2-lanc & bridge | dra Sctu”™ which
is in poor condition lnrﬂn' leny vehicles to re-route. The new
bridge will reduce this extra travel distance of more than 100
km for the heavy vehicles travelling between North Bihar (Be-
gusarai, Sup-ul Madhubani, Purnca, Araria etc) and South Bihar
are: Nawada, Lakh eic). Itw Iso help re-
duce issues ol traffic jams in other parts of the region due to the
detour which these vehicles were forced to take. It will boost
economic growth in the adjoining arcas, especially in North
Bihar, which are dependent on South Bihar and Jharkhand for
getting necessary raw material. It will also provide better con-
nectivity to the famous pilgrimage place of Simaria Dham,
which is also the birthplace of famous poet Late Shri Ramdhari
Singh Dinkar. Prime Mini also d the fo 1
Bakhtiyarpur to Mokama section of NH-31, worth around Rs
1,900 crore, which will case congestion, reduce travel time, and
enhance passenger and freight . Further, imp:
to the two-lane with paved shoulders of Bik Dawath-
Nawanagar— D--nu section of NH-120 in Bihar will improve
connectivity in rural arcas, providing new cconomic opportuni-
ties for the local population. Strengthening the power sector in-
frastructure in Bihar, Prime Minister will inaugurate Buxar
Thermal Power Plant (660x1 MW) worth around Rs 6,880 crore.

at the Centre”™, emph d the Prime M k that
Bihar is now progressing on the path of comprehensive devel-
opment. He underlined that in recent years, solutions have been
found for longstanding problems, and new avenues for progress
have been created. Recalling the dire conditions during the
“lantern regime”, Shri Modi stated that during that period, the
region was gripped by red terror, and duc to Maoist activities,
movement after sunset was extremely difficult. He noted that
cities like Gaya ji remained engulfed in darkness under the
lantern regime. The Prime Minister pointed out that thousands
of villages lacked cven basic infrastructure like clectricity
poles. He asserted that those who governed during the lmlm
cra pushed Bihar's future into dark He further h

that there was neither education nor employment, and genera-
tions of Biharis were forced to migrate due to these conditions.
Shri Modi stated that the opposition and its allies view the peo-
ple of Bihar merely as a vote bank. He remarked that they have
no concern for the joys and sorrows of the poor, nor for their
dignity and respect. The Prime Minister recalled that 2 former
Chief Minister from a certain party had once publicly declared
from a stage that people from Bihar would not be allowed 1o
cater his state. Strongly criticizing the decp hatred and con-
tempt towards the people of Bihar by such leaders, Shri Modi

how it is possible that a Chief Minister or anln can enjoy
the privileges of power cven while in jail. He cited recent in-
stances where files were being signed and official orders issued
directly from jail. Shri Modi said that if this is the attitude of
political leaders, then how can the fight against corruption be
effectively pursued 82225, 6:12 PM Press Release-Press In-
formation Burcau
hitps://www._pib.gov.mn/PressRelcascPage aspx 7PRID=2159719
2/5 Emphasising that the Indian Constitution cxpects honesty
and transparency from cvery public representative, the Prime
Minister stressed that the dxpn) of the Constitution must not
henllo-edlnb:lauqm that their g

is bri uption law that will apply cven
to the ?n-: Minister of the country. He added that Chicf Min-
isters and Ministers will also be covered under this law. Explain-
ing it further, Shri Modi said that once this law is enacted, any
Prime Minister, Chief Minister, or Minister who is arrested will
be required to sccure bail within 30 days. If bail is not granted,
they will have to vacate their position on the 31st day. He af-
firmed that the government is moving forward with the intent to
enact such a strict law. Criticising the opposition partics for op-
posing this | Shri Modi rked that their anger
stems from fear—those who have committed wrongdoings may
hide them from others, but they themsclves are aware of their

It will enhance power gencration capacity, improve
encrgy security, and meet the growing clectricity demand of the
region. In 2 major boost to health infrastructure, Prime Minister
lu-gunlcd the Homi Bhabha Cancer Hosplhl & Reknch C en-
tre at A 11 The centre lud
OPD, IPD wards, operation theatres, modern lab, blnod buk
and 2 24-bed ICU (Intensive Care Unit) and HDU (High De-
peadency Unit). This state-of-the-art facility will provide ad-
vanced and affordable cancer 8722 12 PM Press
Release:Press Information Burcau https: ov. in/Press-
ReleascPage aspx?PRID=2159719 3/5 care 1o paticnts in Bihar
and ncighbouring states, reducing the nced to travel to distant
metros for treatment. Furthering his vision of Swachh Bharat
and ensuring Auul .nd Nirmal Dhara of river Ganga, Prime
Minister S ge T Plant (STP) and
Scwerage Network at M-n;el constructed under Namami Gange
worth over Rs 520 crore. It will help reduce pollution load in
the Ganga and improve sanitation facilitics in the region. Prime
Minister also laid the foundation stone for a series of urban in-
frastructure projects worth uonnd Rs 1 ’60 crore These in-
:lnde lk STP and S at d

and Jchanabad STP and and dl\tF
sion works at Barahiya in Lakh and Jamui. Under
AMRUT 2.0, he will lay the foundation stonc of Water Supply
Projects at Aurangabad, Bodhgaya and Jehanabad.
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1) HEADLINE: IN 'NOSTALGIC ' POST, DIDI RECALLS HER
METRO PLANS
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In ‘nostalgic’ post, Didi recalls her metro plans

Dwaipayan.Ghosh
@timesofindia.com

Kolkata: A ‘nostalgic’c CM
Mamata BanerjeetooktoXon
Friday to talk about how |
she had led the expansion
of Kolkata’smetro connec-
tivity, hours before Prime |8

Minister Narendra Modi §RS

arrived in the city to flag-
off new services on three
separate stretches of the metro
network.

The CM had earlier alrea-
dy decided toskip Modi’s unve-
iling of infrastructure pro-
jects in Bengal, including the

metro services.

Banerjee has held the rail-
ways ministry portfolio twice
—first in the NDA govt under
Atal Bihari Vajpayee between
1999 and 2001 and for a
second time in the
UPA govt from 2009 to
2011. It was in her se-
condstintasrailways
minister that she
sanctioned a series
of metro expansion projects
across Kolkata.

“Allow me to be a little nos-
talgic today. As the Railways
Minister of India, I was fort-
unate in planning and sanctio-

ning a series of metro railway
corridors in metropolitan Kol-
kata.Idrew the blueprints, ar-
ranged the funds, initiated the
works, and ensured that the
different ends of the city (Jo-
ka, Garia, Airport, Sector V,
etc.) were connected by an in-
tra-city metro grid,” she wrote
on X. Banerjee said she had
continued her efforts for ex-
pansion of the metro even af-
ter she became CM.

“Later, as the chief mini-
ster of West Bengal, I had the
additional privilege of taking
part in the execution of the
projects. From the state, I ar-

ranged free land, paved roads,
arrangedrehabilitation of dis-
placed people, removed impe-
diments, and ensured all help
in the execution of projects.
Our chief secretaries succes-
sively held a series of coordi-
nation meetings to ensure in-
tegration of execution agenci-
es. My planning, as Railways
Minister, got fulfilment in my
participation in execution,”
the CM wrote on her X handle.

She ended her post saying:
“Expanding metro infrastruc-
ture has been a long journey
for me. Allow me some nostal-
giatoday.”
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Mamata skips PM’s
event, writes ‘nostalgic’
post; Adhikari hits back

ATRIMITRA
KOLKATA, AUGUST 22

CHIEF MINISTER Mamata
Banerjee skipped Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's Metro rail proj-
ect inauguration programme on
Friday, only to later post a nostal-
gicnote on her social media han-
dle, which led to sharp reactions
from Leader of Opposition
Suvendu Adhikari.

Banerjee recalled her role as
the Railways Minister, planning
and sanctioning Metro Railway
corridors in Kolkata, and later as
Chief Minister, facilitating the
project's execution.

However, Adhikari criticised
the Chief Minister, accusing
Banerjee of attempting to steal
credit for projects thatlanguished
under her watch.

“Allow me to be a little nos-
talgic today. As the Railways
Minister of India,  was fortunate
inplanning and sanctioning a se-
ries of Metro Railway corridors
in metropolitan Kolkata. I had
drawn the blueprints, arranged
the funds, initiated the works and
ensured that the different ends
of the city... were connected by
an intra-city Metro grid,"
Mamata Banerjee wrote on X.

“Later, as the CM of Bengal, I
had the additional privilege of
taking part in execution of proj-
ects. | arranged free land, paved
roads, rehabilitation of displaced
people, removed impediments.
Expanding Metro infrastructure
has been along journey for me,”
she added.

Criticizing CM Banerjee's post,
Adhikari said, “Your ‘nostalgia’ is
nothing but a desperate attempt
tosteal credit for projects thatlan-
guished under your watch.”

He pointed out that even a
personal appeal from Railway
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw could
not prompt Banerjee's coopera-
tion.

CM Mamata Banerjee;
Leader of Opposition
Suvendu Adhikari

The senior BJP leader men-
tioned the significantincrease in
railway funding for West Bengal
under the current government,
from Rs 4,380 crore to Rs 13,955
crore, facilitating the completion
of vital projects at a record pace.

“Fast forward to the era of the
@narendramodi Govt:- Railway
funding for Bengal have been
tripled from an average of Rs
4,380 crore under UPA to Rs
13,955 crore this year alone... At
present, works of Rs. 83,765
crores are in progress in Bengal.”

Adhikari highlighted the de-
lays and inefficiencies in the East-
West Metro project, specifically
the Sealdah-Esplanade stretch,
and the pending NOC for the New
Garia-Airport Metro Corridor.

He claimed, “Hon'ble PM is
delivering world class connectiv-
ity.. you hide behind excuses,
boycott the inauguration like a
sore loser. Your contribution? A
big fat zero...Bengal deserves bet-
ter than your false claims, Bengal
deserves Modi's vision, action.”

Countering the allegations
TMC spokesperson Kunal Ghosh
said, “The BJP will lose terribly in
Bengal. Wherever there is BJP
'double engine government,'
there is corruption, misrule, and
rising crime against women.”
“There are no answers to the al-
legations levelled against the
Narendra Modi-led government...
Modiinsults Bengali language, for
damage control measures, he
reads from a teleprompter.”
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From Planning to Funding, it's All
Mine: Emotional WB GM Mamata
Banerlee on Metro Expansion Day

T A

Kolkata, 22 August: Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee expressed deep emotions, highlight-
ing her personal involvement in the project
from its planning stages to funding approvals.
Speaking at the event, Banerjee took a moment
to reflect on the long journey of the metro ex-
pansion, emphasizing that the initiative was a
product of her government’s consistent efforts
and dedication to improving urban transport in
the city. During her address, Mamata Banerjee
recalled the early challenges faced in concep-
tualizing and executing the metro projects. She
emphasized that from securing funds to navi-
gating bureaucratic hurdles, the responsibility
had rested with her office and her administra-
tion. “From planning to funding, it’s all mine,”
she declared, underscoring her central role in
making the project a reality. Her words res-
onated with many attendees, as she highlighted
the importance of strong leadership and persist-
ence in achieving developmental milestones.
The metro expansion project, which includes
the extension of key routes and integration of
new lines, aims to significantly reduce travel
time for daily commuters in Kolkata. Notably,
the newly inaugurated route will allow com-
muters to travel from Sealdah to Dharmatala in
just three minutes, a considerable reduction
from previous travel durations. Banerjee’s re-

marks highlighted the transformative impact of
the metro expansion on the city’s transport in-
frastructure, stressing its role in easing conges-
tion, improving connectivity, and promoting
sustainable urban mobility. Mamata Banerjee’s
speech was marked by nostalgia as she re-
counted the early planning sessions, the chal-
lenges of securing central government funding,
and the persistent efforts required to see the
project through to completion. She also ac-
knowledged the support of various teams and
officials who contributed to the project’s suc-
cessful execution, emphasizing that collabora-
tive efforts were crucial in realizing the
ambitious metro expansion plans. Political ob-
servers note that Banerjee’s statements also
carry a subtle political message. By emphasiz-
ing her government’s contribution, she sought
to assert the role of the state administration in
the project’s success, even as Prime Minister
Narendra Modi inaugurated the newly ex-
panded metro lines. This juxtaposition of cen-
tral and state involvement highlights ongoing
political narratives in West Bengal, particularly
in the context of urban development achieve-
ments and public recognition. The Chief Min-
ister’s address was met with applause from
attendees, who appreciated her personal touch
and acknowledgment of the project’s history.
Many citizens expressed pride in the state’s
commitment to improving public transport and
noted that the metro expansion would greatly
enhance daily commutes, contributing to a
more efficient and modern urban experience.
Experts in urban planning and public transport
have praised the metro expansion for its strate-
gic impact on the city’s infrastructure. By re-
ducing travel time and connecting key transit
points, the project is expected to alleviate pres-
sure on road networks, improve accessibility,
and support sustainable development goals.
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MAMATA 'REMEMBERS’, CONTROVERSY BEGINS OVER METRO
ACHIEVEMENTS

PM Modi inaugurated 3 Kolkata Metro routes. Mamata Banerjee claimed
credit for this as her plan during her Railway Minister days. Trinamool
promoted it as “Didi’s achievement.” Shuvendu Adhikari accused Mamata
of “credit theft.” CPM reminded of their 2009 foundation role, Congress
too claimed credit for this. Politics over credit dominated the inauguration.
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MODI LOOKS TO THE FUTURE OF BENGAL, MAMATA NOSTALGIC ON
METRO CHRISTMAS

On Friday, Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated major Kolkata
Metro expansions, including the Yellow Line to the airport and extensions
of the Green and Orange Lines, promising a 22-km expansion within the
next year. While Modi focused on future development, Mamata Banerjee
shared a nostalgic post recalling her role in Metro projects. Modi, however,
made no mention of his predecessors’ contributions. At 4:53 pm, he
flagged off a decorated rake from Noapara to the airport at Jessore Road
Metro station, alongside two other inaugural trains, including one through
the Bowbazar tunnel between Esplanade and Sealdah.
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