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With 3 new lines, Kol metro

becom

East-West Full
Run, Airport
Link Set To Be
Game Changers

Ajanta.Chakraborty
@timesofindia.com

Kolkata: From “hellrail”, as
Satyajit Ray once dubbed it
unable to bear the prolonged
construction pain of the co-
untry’s first underground
transportation system (3.4
km Esplanade-Bhowani-
pur), Kolkata Metro has now
grown to a 74-km network.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday inaugurated
three key links adding 14 km
tothe grid.

Last year, the PM had
launched 10 km of metro li-
nes, including India’s first
under-river stretch of the

»Full coverage:P2& 4

East-West Metro. However,
the hype around the hi-tech
East-West Metro or Green Li-
ne seemed lost on a large sec-
tion of commuters, who we-
re waiting impatiently for
the last 2.6 km Esplanade-Se-
aldahleg, which was comple-
ted six years behind schedu-
le. On Friday, ecstatic pas-
sengers rode the entire 16.6
km from Sector V to Howrah
Maidan viathe Hooghly in 32
minutes for just Rs 30.

The other major addition
wasmetro’sfirstairportlink
spanning 7km from Noapara
to Jai Hind (airport) station
on Yellow Line. The PM’s in-

Mayukh Se ngupta

5+

74-km network

(Top) The inaugural metro run on the Noapara-Airport Yellow Line on

Friday; PM Modi takes a ride on the airport metro with schoolkids

auguration programme took
place at Yellow Line’s Jesso-
re Road station, from where
he travelled by the inaugural
train to Jai Hind airport sta-
tionand back.

“Today once again I got
theopportunity toaccelerate
development in Bengal...
Everyone is happy that Kol-
kata’s public transport has
progressed... I congratulate
the people of Kolkata for the-
se development projects,”
the PM said.

He also flagged off the
Orange Line’s Phase II
(4.4km Ruby-Beleghata
stretch). Another4kmisalso
ready tobe added totheline’s
Beleghata-Sector Vsegment,
once Kolkata Police allows
bridging of a 366-metre via-
duct at Chingrighata. In the
next two years, the Orange
Line may complete its entire
29-kmruntotheairport’s Jai
Hind station.

The Yellow Line is expec-
ted to add another 2.5 km to

Michael Nagar from the air-
port in the next three years.
Eventually, the Yellow Line
will cover around 22 km to
Barasat. The Purple Line or
the Joka-Esplanade corri-
dor, isalsoexpected toextend
from its current 8 km to 13.6
km till Esplanade in the next
three years.

As Kolkata Metro GM
P Uday Kumar Reddy said,
“Kolkata Metro will cover
more than 130 km by 2027.”

Theride has just begun.




THE STATESMAN (KOLKATA EDITION

METRO RAILWAY, KOLKATA
India’s First Metro

) DT.23-08-2025 , PAGE: 1

Modiopens key metro

routes, slams TMCgovt

RAJIB CHAKRABORTY
Kolkata, 22 August

rime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Friday launched and
inaugurated projects
worth over Rs 5,200 crore in
Kolkata, while launching a
sharp political offensive against
West Bengal's ruling Trinamul
Congress (TMC).
Addressing an administrative
eventat the Dum Dum Central
Jail grounds, followed by the
Bharatiya Janata Party’s (BJP)
“Vijay Sankalp” rally, Mr Modi
said his government was
determined to bring “vikshit
Bengal” (developed Bengal).
Heannounced thataSpecial
Intensive Review (SIR)
mechanism of electoral rolls
would be enforced in the state
anddeclared that leaders who
fail to secure bail after being
jailed must “vacate their chair”.
Among the projects
inaugurated were three key
routes of the Kolkata Metro
Railway, including the
Sealdah-Esplanade stretchon
the Green Line, the Noapara-Jai
Hind Bimanbandar Metroand
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi interacts with students during a
metro ride in Kolkata on Friday. sus

the Beleghata-Hemanta
Mukhopadhyay Metro links.
He also laid the foundation
for a six-lane elevated Kona
Expressway, a 7.2-kilometre

stretch to be built at a cost of

Rs 1,200 crore.

In his rally speech, Mr Modi
accused the TMC of corruption
and protectinginfiltrators. He
said: “The biggest hurdle to
Bengal's growthis the politics
of appeasementand corruption.
The BJP alone can rid Bengal
of illegal infiltrators who are

snatching jobs from our
unemployed youth. Our farmers
and land owners properties
are being snatched by infiltrators
backed by TMC. Once BJP
comes to power, such people
will be forced to leave the
state.”

Mr Modi added that the
TMC had turned West Bengal
into “a state of crime and
corruption”, alleging that
ministers who had been jailed
continued to “run government
from behind bars”,

- CM Mamata

' nostalgic ahead
-of metro
projects

: mauguratlon
. STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
. Kolkata, 22 August
|
' CM Mamata Banerjee on Friday
- waxed nostalgic ahead of the
- inauguration of several key
Metro rail projects by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, noting
that she had planned and
sanctioned the Metro corridors
in and around Kolkata.
Taking to social media
platform X, Miss Banerjee
wrote: "Allow me to be a little
nostalgic today. As the Railways
Minister of India, I was fortunate
in planning and sanctioning
series of Metro Railway corridors
in metropolitan Kolkata. I had
drawn the blueprints, arranged
the funds, initiated the works
and ensured that the different
ends of the city (Joka, Garia,
Airport, Sector V, etc.,) were
connected by an intra-city
Metro grid."
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MODI JOINS SCHOOLCHILDREN FOR A RIDE ON NEW METRO LINE

PM launches three Metro routes in
Kolkata: ‘Development boost for state’

The projects, including a six-lane elevated expressway, are expected to cut travel times significantly

SWEETY KUMARI
KOLKATA AUGUST 22

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi
on Friday inaugurated several piv-
otal infrastructure projects in
Kolkata, marking a significant
leap in the city’s connectivity and
urban development. The proj-
ects, induding three new sections
of the Kolkata Metro and a six-
lane elevated expressway, areex-
pected to cut travel times majorly
and ease congestion. PM alsolaid
the foundation stone and inaugu-
rated development projects
worth over Rs 5,200 crore.

PM Modi flagged off the new
Metroservices from Jessore Road
Metro Station, signifying the for-
mal opening of the Sealdah-
Esplanade, Beleghata-Hemanta
Mukhopadhyay and Noapara-Jai
Hind Bimanbandar sections. He
took a ride on the new Metro
along with schoolchildren and
shramjivees (workers).

During theevent, attended by
Governor C V Ananda Bose,
Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw, Shipping & Waterways
Minister Shantanu Thakur, and
other dignitaries, the PM alsolaid
the foundation stone for a new
subway at Howrah Metro Station.

No state government repre-
sentative was present at the
event.

Addressing the gathering, PM
Modi said that he once againhad
the opportunity to “accelerate the
development of West Bengal.”
Sharing his experience of his
Kolkata Metro trip from Noapara
tothe Jai Hind Airport, Modi said
that during this visit, he inter-
acted with many colleagues and
noted that everyone expressed
happiness over the modernisa-

PM Modi flags off a Metro train in Kolkata, Friday. i1

tion of Kolkata's public transport
system. He extended congratu-
lations to the people of Kolkata
and all ditizens of Bengal for these
projects. “Cities such as Kolkata
are a rich embodiment of both
India’s history and its future, as
India moves towards becoming
the world's third-largest econ-
omy, places such as Dum Dum
and Kolkata will play a pivotal
role”,said Modi.

He pointed out that efforts are
underway across Indian cities to
promote green mobility, while
the number of electric charging
points and electricbuses is being
increased. He added that under
the ‘Waste to Wealth' initiative,
cities are now generating electric-
ity from urban waste.

Highlighting that metroserv-
ices are expanding and metro
networks are being extended,
Modi expressed pride in the fact
that India now has the world’s
third-largest metro network. He
pointed out that before 2014, the
country had only 250 km of
Metro routes, while today, the
Metro network in India has ex-
panded to over 1,000 km. He

stated that Kolkata too has wit-
nessed continuous expansion of
its metro system.

The Prime Minister informed
thatapproximately 14 kmofnew
lines are being added to Kolkata's
metro rail network, while seven
new stations are being integrated
into the Kolkata Metro. He af-
firmed that all these develop-
ments will enhance the Ease of
Living and Ease of Travel for the
people of Kolkata.

“21st-century Indiarequires a
21st-century transport system.
Therefore, today across the coun-
try, modemn transport facilities —
from railways to roads, metrosto
airports—are being developed
and interconnected,” said Modi.

He said aglimpse of this vision
can be seen in Kolkata's multi-
modal connectivity.

The Prime Minister pointed
out that two of the country's
busiest railway stations —
Howrah and Sealdah — are now
connected viaMetro. He pointed
out that travel time between
these stations, which earlier took
around one-and-a-half hours,
will now take only afew minutes

THENEW METRO PROJECTS

GREEN LINE (SEALDAH - ORANGE LINE

ESPLANADE): This 245 (BELEGHATA - HEMANTA

km section, builtatacostof | MUKHOPADHYAY):

rupees 1,185 crore, Extending the existing line

represents the final linkof | from Kavi Subhash, this

the Howrah MaidantoSalt | 4.39 km section, built for

Lake Sector V corridor. It rupees 875 crore, will cut

will connect the city's two the commute between

major railway hubs, Beleghata and Kavi

Howrah and Sealdah, Subhash to just 23 minutes.

slashing travel time The line will benefit

between them from 45 residents of Kolkata, North,

minutes tojust 11 minutes, | and South24Parganas,

improving access to key

YELLOW LINE(NOAPARA - | ,raac The sections feature

JATHIND BIMANBANDARY): | stations at VIP Bazaar,

This6.77 kmline, withacost | Ritwik Ghatak, Barun

of rupees1,866 crore, Sengupta, Beleghata, Dum

establishes adirect Metro Dum Cantonment, Jessore

link to Kolkata Airport. It Road, and Jai Hind

will reduce travel timetothe | Bimanbandar, which are

airportfromoveranhourto | equipped with lifts,

amere 10minutes. The escalators, amenities for

interchange at Dum Dum passenger safety. Modi laid

Cantonment will provide the foundation stone fora

seamless access between Rs 43-crore subway at the

the city and its suburbs. Howrah Station.
by Metro, adding that the WestBengal is now among the
Howrah Station subway is also  states where 100 per cent railway
ensuring multimodal connectiv-  electrification hasbeen achieved.
ity. Noting that earlier, He acknowledged the long-
had to take long detourstocatch ~ standing demand for a MEMU
trains from Eastern Railway or  train between Purulia and
South Eastem Railway,Modisaid  Howrah. The PM informed that
with the constructionof thissub-  nine Vande Bharat trains are cur-
way, interchange time would be  rently operatingon various routes
significantly reduced. The Pime  in Bengal with two additional
Minister announced thatKolkata ~ Amrit Bharat trains also running
Airport is now connected to the  for the people of the state.
metro network, which will make In a move to strengthen road
it easier for people from distant  infrastructure, PM Modi also in-
partsof the city toreach the air-  augurated the 7 km, six-lane ele-
port vated Kona Expressway, a project

PM Modi emphasised that

costing over Rs 1,200 crore.
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METRO NETWORK GETS SEVEN NEW STATIONS; CM MAMATA SKIPS EVENT

PM flags off 3 metro links in Kolkata;
six-lane Kona

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Kolkata, August 22

PRIME MINISTER NARENDRA
Modi on Friday laid the founda-
tion stone of the six-lane Kona
Expressway project, worth over
1,200 crore, besides inaugu-
ratingthree newmetroroutesin
Kolkata.The 7.2 km-long Kona
Expressway will significantly
boost connectivity between
Howrah, adjoining rural areas
and Kolkata, cuttingdown travel
time by hours and giving a
majorpush to trade, commerce
and tourism in the region, offi-
cialssaid.

Earlierin the day, the prime
minister flagged off the three
new metro services spanning
the Green, Yellow and Orange
lines, covering 13.61 km,which
officials termed asa "defining
moment" in the city's metro
journey thatbeganin 1984.

"It is a matter of pride that
India boasts the third-largest
metro network in the world.
Remarkably, prior to 2014, the
country had only 250 km of
metroroutes. Today, that figure
has exceeded 1,000 km," Modi
said. In Kolkata, the metro net-
work hasalso witnessed signifi-
cant expansion, with the addi-
tion of sevennewstations.These
developments will greatly
enhance the ease of living and
commuting for the residents of
the metropolis, he said.

“This marks a big step
towards improved urban mobil-
ity and seamless connectivity.
Cities like Kolkata are a rich
identity of both India's history
and our future," the PM said,
after the foundation stone-lay-
ing ceremony.

He said the Union govern-
ment is making every possible
effortforWest Bengal'sdevelop-
ment,andthattheeastern state
hasachieved 100 per cent rail-
way electrification.

“Twenty-first century India
needsa 21st century transport
system. Therefore, today, from
rail to road, from metro to air-
port...we are not only develop-
ing modern transport facilities,
but also connecting them with
one another," Modi said.

The PM said the newlyinau-
gurated routes willensure"case
of living and travel for the peo-
ple of Kolkata""From rail to
road, metro to airport, we are
introducing modem facilities
and increasing multi-mode
connectivity,"he emphasised.

He said the Union govern-
mentisdoingeverything for the

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with state BJP leaders at an event in Kolkata on Friday

progress of West Bengal.

"From Purulia to Howrah,
MEMU train has been intro-
duced,while nine Vande Bharat
trains and two Amrut Bharat
trains were introduced,” he
added Modihighlighted thatin
thepast 11years,manyhighway
projects had been launched
after the BJP came to powerat
theCentre.

He stressed that the six-lane
elevated Kona Expressway will
significantly enhance connec-
tivity and become a "game
changer for Bengal in its
progress."Tuming to the gov-
emment's focus on green
energy, Modi said, "Today's
Bharatisworkingtowards green
mobility" He added that"more
electric vehicles and more elec-
tric charging points"are among
the priority areas to hamess
greentechnology.

The 13.61 km-long newly
inaugurated network, spread
across the Green, Yellow and
Orange lines, marks a defining
moment in the city’s metro
journey thatbeganin 1984.

The Green Line extension
betweenSealdahand Esplanade
(2.45 km) will provide the first
seamless metro linkbetweenthe
two busiest railwayterminalsin
the metropolis — Howrah and
Sealdah. What takes nearly 50

i byroad throughsnarled
traffic will now take about 11
minutes underground.

For air travellers, the Yellow
Linestretch from Noaparato Jai
Hind Bimanbandar (6.77 km)
will, forthefirst timein 41years,
connect theairportdirectlywith
thecity's metrogrid.

ressway gets nod

— —
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AT KOLKATA RALLY, PM HIGHLIGHTS CASH-FOR-JOBS SCAM —l

TMC ‘Scared’ of Anti-Corruption Bill, Says

JayatriNag

Kolkata: Prime minister Narend-
ra Modi, who was in poll-bound
Kolkata on Friday, harped on the
anti-corruption bill presented in
Parliament, claiming that the
TMC was “scared of the bill” as a
number of their ministers were in-
volved in corruption, and called
for a parivartan to bring more de-
velopment to Bengal.

“Our new anti-corruption bill
will ensure thatnoone—aCM, mi-
nister or PM — can be in power if
involved in corruption,” Modisaid
at a public rally in Kolkata. Refer-
ringtothe cash for jobs scam invol-
ving TMC ministers, he said, “In
Bengal,even ministers werearres-
ted with huge amounts of cash but
they didn’t resign. We have seen
peoplerunning governments from
jail.” “If agovernmentemployeeis
arrested and kept in jail for 50 da-
ys, he gets suspended. But if a CM,
minister or PM goes to jail, no law
prevails for them,” he said.

“A TMC minister was in jail in
connection with the recruitment
scam. But the minister was not re-
ady to leave his post. Another mi-
nister was in jail in connection
with the ration scam. We have a
CM who goes to jail, and runs the
governmentfromjail. So,Idecided
thatthiscannotgoon...if aCM, mi-
nisters or PM does not get bail, his
chair will also go,” Modi said.

PARIVARTAN IN BENGAL
“Bengal deserves industries, jobs,
safety for women, respect for far-
mers, and true governance. This is
only possible with BJP at the helm.
The voice of Bengal today is — ‘re-
move TMC, save Bengal’,” he said.
Talking on infiltration, Modi sa-

id, “Our country cannot tolerate
infiltration. India haslimited reso-
urces and jobs for its youth should
be provided. Infiltrators put pres-
sureontheeconomy and putthe sa-
fety of women at stake.”
“TheIndia government has taken
measures, but the

— INDIA bloc is hel-
PM launches ping infiltration.
development West Bengal is a
projects bordering state.
worthover Unless financial
75,200 crore strength and

growth happens,
the state will not become part of
Vikshit Bharat. Demographic
changes are happening,” he said
highlighting his Independence
Day speech where he spoke about a
Demographic Commission.

INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS

The PM laid the foundation stone
and inaugurated multiple develop-
ment projects worth over 5,200
crore. He laid the foundation stone
for a 7.2-km six-lane elevated Kona
Expressway worth over 1,200 cro-

nister Aswini Vaish-
naw, Bengal Gover-
nor CV Ananda Bo-
se, Union minister
Santanu Thakur we-
re present at the pro-
gramme. Modi also
inaugurated a 13.61-
km metro rail net-
work in Kolkata. He
also visited the Jes-
sore Road metro sta-
tion, where he flag-
ged off the Noapa-
ra-Jai Hind Biman-
bandar metro
service. He travel-
led on the metro
from Jessore Road
to Jai Hind Biman-
bandar and back.
He also flagged off
the Sealdah-Espla-
nade metro service
and the Beliaghata-
Hemanta Mukho-
padhyay metro ser-
vice virtually.

re. Union railway mi-

—_— -
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f WOMEN’S SAFETY, RESPECT FOR FARMERS,

AND TRUE GOVERNANCE. THIS IS ONLY
POSSIBLE WITH THE BJP AT THE HELM
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Prime Minister Narendn Modi during the ﬂagglng off ceremony of metro trains, in Kolkata.

From Sealdah to Dharmatala in 3
Minutes: Modi Inaugurates New
Metro Route and Expanded Llnes

Kolkata, 22 August: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi inau-
gurated a new metro route in
Kolkata, along with the expan-
sion of two existing lines, sig-
nificantly enhancing urban
connectivity and reducing
travel time across key parts of
the city. The newly inaugurated
section promises commuters a
swift journey from Sealdah to
Dharmatala in just three min-
utes, marking a milestone in the
modemization and expansion

of Kolkata’s metro network.
The event, held at a public
gathering, witnessed the pres-
ence of local officials, digni-
taries, and a large crowd of
citizens cager to witness the in-
auguration. During his address,
Prime Minister Modi high-
lighted the metro project’s im-
portance for the city's
L its

ment’s role in funding and pol-
icy support, state authorities
pointed out the extensive
groundwork, planning, and
local coordination carried out
by the West Bengal ad

underserved areas, connecting
residential neighborhoods with
business districts and cultural
centers. Officials assured that
regular maintenance, llle\
updates, and used

tion. The joint efforts aim to en-
sure timely completion and
efficient operation of the metro

gestion, im-
proving conne , and fos-
tering  sustainable  urban
mobility. The expansion is ex-
pected to benefit th is of

Commulef; and u
dents

/ resi-

services would continue to en-
hance commuter satisfaction
and safety.

The inauguration comes
atatime W hen Indian cities are

about the rLdut.ul travel time
and improved connectivity. The
Sealdah-DF la route, now

daily travelers who previously
faced long commute times and
traffic bottlenecks.

The new metro route and
the extensions of two existing
lines reflect years of planning,
coordination, and construction
cfforts by both central and state
agencies. The project includes
modernized stations, updated

cut to three minutes, is ex-
pected to ease pressure on road
traffic and provide a faster al-
temative to buses and taxis.
Transportation experts noted
that such enhancements are
vital for Kolkata’s ﬂo\\mg
population, addres both
current mobility dullcngcs and
future urban d

e focusing on sus-
tainable urban transport solu-
tions. Metro expansions are
seen  as  environmentally
friendly alternatives to road
transport, reducing vehicle con-
gestion, emissions, and travel
times. Kolkata’s metro net-
work, with the addition of these
new routes, is expected to serve
as a model for urban transport
development in castern India.

Prlmc Minister Narendra
Modi's i of the new

signaling systems, and en- needs. metro route and the expansion
hanced safety iealures ensur- I’olmcal observers also  of two existing hnes in Kolkata
inga and efficient  highlighted the symboli “5- T a ad-
experience for Of- of the inaug vance: in the city’s urban
ficials emphasized that the in- ~ While transport With

tegration of the new sections
with the existing metro network
will provide scamless connee-
tivity across major transit
points in Kolkata, improving
access to commercial hubs, res-
idential areas, and cultural land-
marks.

The inauguration also un-

e collab

ments benefit the m’mml pub-
lic, high-profile inaugurations
often serve to showease gover-
nance achievements and
strengthen political narratives.
Modi’s presence and remarks
emphasized efficiency, devel-
opment, and accessibility, res-
onating with both daily

tween central and state
governments in  executing
large-scale infrastructure proj-
ects. While the Prime Minister
highlighted the central govern-

and supy of

government initiatives.

In addition to the new
route, the extensions of two ex-
isting lines are designed to ex-
pand metro coverage into

travel from Sealdah to Dhar-
matala reduced to just three
minutes, commulers gain a
faster, safer, and more efficient
mode of travel, while the city
moves closer to its goal of sus-
tainable and modemized urban
mobility.

The collaborative effort
between central and state au-
thorities, along with the integra-
tion of modem facilities,
positions Kolkata Metro as a
key driver of the city’s contin-
ued growth and connectivity.

) DT. 23-08-2025 , PAGE: 5
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PM LAYS FOUNDATION FOR KONA EXPRESSWAY WORTH OVER RS 1,200 CR

Modi inaugurates 3 Metro stretches; Mamata krom Page 1

says drew blueprints, arranged funds as Rly Min Modi

AS RAILWAYS MINISTER, PLANNED & SANCTIONED A SERIES OF METRO CORRIDORS: CM

“My planning as Railways
Minister got fi ent in my
participation in execution.

_ HIGHLIGHTS Expanding Metro infrastructure
xom;r:h‘;.u Prime M":‘h";  The Primne Minister unveiled Rs has been a long journey for me.
new Metro stretches in Kolkata, and 5.200-crore worth of infrastructure Allow me some nostalgia today,”
launched a key expressway project prjects, icludiog e crcial mets. e riee wrote on X.
on Friday, Chief Minister Mamata stretches - Sealdah to Esplanade, iting her ti h
Bmﬂ)«mnmud}:rpuﬂmlnnd ¥ *.““*- - .RCVRNM‘I‘IVga er time ﬂSBlaC
media, asserted that it was during Hemanta Mukhopadtryay to Beleghata nion Rai minister, Baner-
her stint as Rallway Minister that ™ of the 1341 3 x)' “All be
o e e o '-.—ﬁ. km-dong jee wrote on X: “Allow me to

anged funds. initiated the work, etwark i Kolkata drectly a little nostalgic today. As the
) cnaured that dierent ends o SHMMPCRN Pl PN gt S e Railways Migistcr of);ndia 1 was
the city were connected by Metro | rest of the city, the first time in &1 years y: 5 2 »
Ralserice” Mownebbealensigcnd.  fortunate in planning and sanc-
s 1R imisies: aowetod the Ruibwors misister (07X P Madi inaugurates Matrs strotches, in Kolkate, on Fridey 11 A the Ratways Minister of i, | wos tioning a series of Metro Railway
ture projects, including three cracial  time in 41 years. The Prime Min.  the projects, arranged rehabilitation  first in the NDA government under l.-iﬂ:ih_h-*-—i corridors in metropolitan Kol-
metro stretches - S to Espla.  ister also laid the foundation for & for displaced people, and extended  Atal Bihari Vajpayee between 1999 metrpoltan Ketota. | haddran e kata. I had drawn the blueprints,
nade (Green Line, 2.6 km), » 7.2-km elevated Kona E . fall jon to ensure their  and 2001, and during the Con initi
to Jai Hind Bimanbandar (Yellow  worth over Rs |.mom;:,'“-uh"£ mm‘w prem HUl’Az.irmmt;ﬂ‘ln 2001 Blurgnnts, arranged the funch, evtated the msﬂi the funds, initiated th
Line, 6.77 km), and Hemanta Muk-  expected 1o ensure betier connectiv Sources in the ruling party said  said it was in her second stint that she werks and ssund et e dtennt st~ works and ensured that the dif-
hopadhyay to Beleghata (Orange ity between Howrah and Kolkata.  her decision to stay away came in  sanctioned the series of metro expan the ity Joka, Garla, Aiport Sector V.t e o e of the city ( Joka
Line, 439 km). The Chief Minister, who skipped  the wake of all harassment of  vion s across Kolkata. ‘were connected by an intra-Clty Metro grid . . .

The inauguration of the 13,61  the Metro inaug: progs rnigrant work Bengal in BIP noted that her ntiatives a5 o o e el Mikter of West Bengal, Garia, Airport, Sector V, etc)
km-long Metro network in Kolkata  took a veiled swipe at the BIP-led  ruled states. Railway minister had eventually 1had the addtnalprviege of kg part were connected b)’ an intra-city
directly connected the Kolkata air-  Centre, noting that as Chief Minis- The Bengal Chief Minister, who  taken shape, which made her “nos cqn
port with the rest of the city, the first held the Rallway portfolio twice—  talgic” Continued on Pb 0 exeaution of the projects’ Metro gnd‘

ter she later provided free land for

She also recalled how, as
Chief Minister, she ensured
the projects materialised
and extended all possible
cooperation.

“Later, as the Chief Minister
of West Bengal, I had the addi-
tional privilege of taking part in
execution of the projects. From
the State, | arranged free land,
paved roads, arranged reha-
bilitation of displaced people,
removed impediments, and
ensured all help in the execution
of projects,” Banerjee said.

Highlighting the efforts put
in by her government, Baner-
jee said: “Our chief secretar-
ies successively held a series
of coordination meetings to
ensure integration of execution
agencies.”

During the programme, the
Prime Minister said that when
India was moving towards
becoming the third-largest econ-
omy, the role of Dum Dum, Kol-
kata, increased further. “This
programme is proof that today’s
India is working for the devel-
opment of every city. Green
mobility efforts are being made
in every city; the number of elec-
tric charging points and elec-
tric buses is being increased...
The Metro network is being
expanded and everyone is proud
that India has the third largest
metro network in the world,” he
said.
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COMMUTERS REJOICE AT TIME SAVED

Howrah to Salt Lake in minutes: East-
West Metro Corridor opens to public

OUR CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA: Revenue services
on the full East-West Metro
corridor (Green Line) between
Howrah Maidan and Salt Lake
Sector V began on Friday after
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
virtually flagged off operations,
inaugurating the final 2.45-km
underground link between
Sealdah and Esplanade.

The inaugural train, dec-
orated with marigold gar-
lands and ribbons, left Sealdah
at 4.46 pm with motorman
Jaydeep Ghosh in charge and
reached Esplanade at 4.52 pm.
The return service, driven by
motorman Charan Biswas,
departed Esplanade at 4.53
pm and arrived at Sealdah at
4.58 pm. Commercial opera-
tions started later in the evening
with trains leaving Howrah
Maidan at 6 pm and Sector
Vat 6.02 pm.

The 16.6-km stretch now
allows direct travel between
Howrah and Sector V in about
32 minutes, and between How-

The inaugural train,
decorated with
marigold garlands
and ribbons, left
Sealdah at 4.46

pm with motorman
Jaydeep Ghosh in
charge and reached
Esplanade at 4.52 pm

Services on the East-West corridor will run from 6.30 am until 10.19

pm, Monday to Saturday PIC/GAUTAM BOSE

rah and Sealdah in 11 minutes,
journeys that earlier took nearly
twice as long and required mul-
tiple changes.

Arnab Bhattacharya of
Chandannagar said: “Earlier, |
had to take a bus or shuttle from
Sector V to Bali Halt, then catch
a train to Chandannagar. Now [
can reach Howrah directly, sav-
ing at least an hour”

Pallabi Naskar of Nalpur,
Howrah, who previously trav-
elled via Santragachhi, said:
“Now [ won't have to depend on
buses. One metro ride to How-

rah is enough.” Soumya Panda
of Dasnagar added that his
earlier commute had involved
multiple transfers by bus and
metro before he could reach
Howrah Maidan. “Now [ can
go straight to Howrah Maidan,’
he said. Services on the East-
West corridor will run from
6.30 am until 10.19 pm, Mon-
day to Saturday. The first trains
will leave Howrah Maidan at
6.30 am and Sector V at 6.32
am. The last train from How-
rah Maidan will depart at 9.45
pm and from Sector V at 9.47

pm. A total of 186 services will
operate daily, at intervals of 8
minutes during peak hours. On
Sundays, 104 services will be
available at 15-minute inter-
vals. Operations will begin at 9
am from Howrah Maidan and
9.02 am from Sector V.

The Prime Minister also
inaugurated two other stretches:
the 6.77-km Noapara-Jai Hind
Bimanbandar (Airport) sec-
tion of the Yellow Line and the
4.39-km Orange Line exten-
sion between Beleghata and
Hemanta Mukhopadhyay

(Ruby). Both will open for
commercial service on Mon-
day, August 25.

The Yellow Line will run 120
services daily, Monday to Fri-
day, at 10-15 minute intervals.
The first trains will leave both
terminals at 7.58 am and the
last at 8 pm. The Orange Line
will operate 60 services a day,
with trains every 25 minutes.

The first trains will depart
at 8 am and the last at 8.05
pm. Both stretches will remain
closed on weekends. Metro
Railway has also announced
fares for the new corridors.
From Howrah to Sealdah, the
fare is Rs 20. Travel from How-
rah to Karunamoyee or Sector
V will cost Rs 30, while trips to
the Orange Line's VIP Bazar,
Ritwik Ghatak, Barun Sengupta
and Beleghata will cost Rs 50.
Journeys from Howrah to Dum
Dum Cantonment will cost Rs
40 and to Jassore Road or the
Airport Rs 50. From the Air-
port, fares start at Rs 5 for Jas-
sore Road and rise to Rs 70 for
Sector V or Karunamoyee.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi during a public rally after the Inauguration of Metro railway
project at Central Jail ground Dum Dum in Kolkata on Friday.
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Text of PM's speech at the
launch of key infra projects

MI News Service, New Delhi:
Governor of West Bengal CV
Anand Bose ji, my col-
leagues in the Union Cabi-
net Shantanu Thakur ji,
Ravneet Singh ji, Sukanta
Majumdar ji, Leader of Op-
position in West Bengal As-
sembly Shuvendu Adhikari
ji, my colleague in Parlia-
ment Shomik Bhattacharya
ji, other public representa-
tives present, ladies and
gentlemen, Today once
again | have got the oppor-
tunity to accelerate the de-
velopment of West Bengal. |
have just come back after
enjoying the Kolkata Metro
from Noapara to Jai Hind
Biman Bandar. During this,
1 also got the opportunity to
talk to many colleagues.
Everyone is happy that
Kolkata's public transport is
really becoming modern
now. Today the foundation
stone of the six-lane ele-
vated Kona Expressway has
also been laid here. Many
congratulations to the peo-
ple of Kolkata and the entire
West Bengal for all these
projects worth thousands of
crores of rupees. Friends,
our cities like Kolkata are a
rich identity of both India's
history and our future.
Today, when India is moving
towards becoming the third
largest economy of the
world, the role of these
cities, Dum Dum, Kolkata, is
very big. Therefore, the
message of today's program
is bigger than the inaugura-
tion of the metro and the
foundation stone laying of
the highway. This event is a
proof of how today's India is
transforming its cities.
Today, efforts are being
made for green mobility in
the cities of India, the num-
ber of electric charging
points and electric buses is
being  continuously in-
creased, efforts are being

in Kolkata,West Bengal
fl 'M' [ -

_i

made to convert waste to
wealth, to generate electric-
ity from the waste gener-
ated from the city, the
facilities of the metro are in-
creasing, the metro net-
work is expanding. Today
everyone is proud to hear
that the third largest metro
network of the world is now
in India. Before 2014, the
metro route in the country
was only 250 kms. Today,
the metro route in the coun-
try has become more than a
thousand kms. The metro
has also been continuously
expanding in Kolkata. Even
today, about 14 kms of new
lines are being added to the
metro rail network of
Kolkata. 7 new stations are
being added to the Kolkata
Metro. All these works are
going to increase the ease of
living and ease of travel of
the people of Kolkata.
Friends, 21st century India
also needs a 21st century
transit support system. That
is why today in the country,
from rail to road, from
metro to airport, we are de-
veloping modern transit fa-
cilities and also connecting
them with each other. That
is, along with transporting
people from one city to an-
other, our effort is to pro-
vide them seamless transit
support near their homes.
And we also see a glimpse
of this in the multi-modal
connectivity of Kolkata.
Today, the country's busiest
railway  stations like
Howrah and Sealdah are
now connected to the
metro.

This means that the travel
between the stations which
earlier used to take one and
a half hours, will now take
only a few minutes with the
metro.  Similarly, the
Howrah station subway is
also ensuring multimodal
connectivity.
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PM Narendra Modi lays foundation stone,
inaugurates multiple development projects worth
over Rs 5,200 crore at Kolkata, West Bengal

» Cities like Kolkata represent the rich identity of both India’s history and its future: PM

» As India advances towards becomin;
as Dum Dum and Kolkata will play a si

g the world’s third-largest economy, cities such
ignificant role in this journey: PM

» 21st-century India requires a 21st-century transport system, Therefore, today across
the country, modern transport facilities—from railways to roads, metros to airports—are
not only being developed but also being integrated to ensure seamless connectivity: PM

|
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MI News Service, New Delhi: The
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi
laid the foundation stone and inau-
gurated multiple development proj-
ects worth over Rs 5,200 crore in
Kolkata at West Bengal today. Ad-
dressing the gathering, the Prime
Minister stated that he once again
had the opportunity to accelerate
the development of West Bengal.
Sharing his experience of the
Kolkata Metro journey from Noa-
para to Jai Hin(f Airport, Shri Modi
said that during this visit, he inter-
acted with many colleagues and
noted that everyone expressed hap-
piness over the modernization of
Kolkata's public transport system.
The Prime Minister also laid the
foundation stone for the six-lane el-
evated Kona Expressway. He ex-
tended heartfelt congratulations to
the people of Kolkata and all citizens
of West Bengal for these multi-thou-
sand crore rupee projects.

“Cities like Kolkata are a rich
embodiment of both India’s history
and its future, as India moves to-

wards becoming the world’s third-
largest economy, cities such as Dum
Dum and Kolkata will play a pivotal
role”, said Shri Modi. He stated that
the message of today’s programme
goes beyond the inauguration of the
metro and the foundation stone of
the highway. The Prime Minister
noted that this event is a testament
to how modern India is transform-
ing its urban landscape. He empha-
sized that efforts are underway
across Indian cities to promotie
green mobility, while the number of

3 9 £
electric charging points and electric
buses is being increased. He further
added that under the ‘Waste to
Wealth' initiative, cities are now
generating electricity from urban
waste. Highlighting that metro serv-
ices are expanding and metro net-
works are being extended, Shri
Modi expressed pride in the fact that
India now has the world’s third-
largest metro network. He pointed
out that before 2014, the country

had only 250 kilometres of metro
routes, while today, the metro net-
work in India has expanded to over
1,000 kilometres. He stated that
Kolkata too has witnessed continu-
ous expansion of its metro system.
The Prime Minister informed that
approximately 14 kilometres of new
lines are being added to Kolkata's
metro rail network, while seven new
stations are being integrated into
the Kolkata Metro. He affirmed that
all these developments will enhance
the Ease of Living and Ease of Travel
for the people of Kolkata. “21st-cen-
tury India requires a 21st-century
transport system. Therefore, today
across the country, modern trans-
port facilities—from railways to
roads, metros to airports—are being
developed and interconnected”, em-
phasised Shri Modi. He highlighted
that the government’s effort is not
only to connect one city to another,
but also to ensure seamless trans-
port access near people’s homes. He
remarked that a glimpse of this vi-
sion can be seen in Kolkata’s multi-
modal connectivity. The Prime
Minister noted that two of the coun-
try's busiest railway stations—
Howrah and Sealdah—are now
connected via metro. He pointed out
that travel time between these sta-
tions, which earlier took around one
and a half hours, will now take only
a few minutes by metro. He added
that the Howrah Station subway is
also ensuring multi-modal connec-
tivity. Noting that earlier, passengers
had to take long detours to catch
trains from Eastern Railway or
South Eastern Railway, Shri Modi
said with the construction of this
subway, interchange time will be
significantly reduced.
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PM lays foundation stone of
6-lane elevated Kona Expressway,
inaugurates 3 metro routes

KOLKATA, AUG 22 /--/ Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday laid the
foundation stone of the six-lane Kona
Expressway project, worth over Rs 1,200
crore, besides inaugurating three new
metro routes in Kolkata.

The 7.2 km-long Kona Expressway
will significantly boost connectivity
between Howrah, adjoining rural areas
and Kolkata, cutting down travel time by
hours and giving a major push to trade,
commerce and tourism in the region,

train has been introduced, while nine
Vande Bharat trains and two Amrut
Bharat trains were introduced," he added.
The Prime Minister stressed that the six-
lane elevated Kona Expressway will
significantly enhance connectivity and
become a "game changer for Bengal in its
progress.”

The 13.61 km-long newly inaugurated
network, spread across the Green, Yellow
and Orange lines, marks a defining
moment in the city's metro journey that

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with school students takes a metro ride from

Jessore Road Station to Jai Hind Bi

in K on

Friday, after inaugurating three new metro routes

officials said. Earlier in the day, the
Prime Minister flagged off the three new
metro services spanning the Green,
Yellow and Orange lines, covering 13.61
km, which officials termed as a "defining
moment" in the city's metro journey that
began in 1984. "It is a matter of pride that
India boasts the third-largest metro
network in the world. Remarkably, prior
to 2014, the country had only 250 km of
metro routes. Today, that figure has
exceeded 1,000 km," Modi said.

In Kolkata, the metro network has
also witnessed significant expansion,
with the addition of seven new stations.
These developments will greatly
enhance the ease of living and
commuting for the residents of the
metropolis, he said. "This marks a big
step towards improved urban mobility
and seamless connectivity. Cities like
Kolkata are a rich identity of both India’s
history and our future,” the Prime
Minister said, after the foundation stone-
laying ceremony. He said the Union
government is making every possible
effort for West Bengal's development, and
that the eastern state has achieved 100
per cent railway electrification.
"Twenty-first century India needs a 21st
century transport system. Therefore,
today, from rail to road, from metro to
airport... we are not only developing
modern transport facilities, but also
connecting them with one another,” Modi
said.

The Prime Minister said the newly
inaugurated routes will ensure "ease of
living and travel for the people of
Kolkata." "From rail to road, metro to
airport, we are introducing modern
facilities and increasing multi-mode
connectivity," he emphasised. Modi said
the Union government is doing
everything for the progress of West
Bengal. "From Purulia to Howrah, MEMU

began in 1984. For air travellers, the
Yellow Line stretch from Noapara to Jai
Hind Bimanbandar (6.77 km) will, for the
first time in 41 years, connect the airport
directly with the city's metro grid. The
airport run, which typically takes over an
hour by road, is expected to be halved to
just 30 minutes. The third corridor, the
Orange Line, will further expand the
city's east-west connectivity, adding
capacity to a network that has been
steadily growing in recent years. Modi
inaugurated the 4.4 km stretch between
Hemanta Mukhopadhyay-Beleghata
section of the Orange Line. The Green
Line will see the biggest benefit with
services increasing to 186. The Orange
Line will now run 60 services while the
Yellow Line will operate 120. The Green
Line extension between Sealdah and
Esplanade (2.45 km) will provide the first
seamless metro link between the two
busiest railway terminals in the
metropolis - Howrah and Sealdah. What
takes nearly 50 minutes by road through
snarled traffic will now take about 11
minutes underground.

After inaugurating three Metro
stretches in Kolkata, the Prime Minister
took aride on the brand new 6-km Jai Hind
Biman Bandar-Noapara route, boarding
the train at Jessore Road station. While
travelling, the Prime Minister interacted
with schoolchildren and posed for
photographs with them. He then travelled
to the Jai Hind Biman Bandar (city
airport) station, where he was shown
around the facilities, before returning to
Jessore Road station. He was
accompanied by West Bengal Governor
CV Ananda Bose, BJP state president
Samik Bhattacharya, Union minister
Sukanta Majumdar and Leader of
Opposition Suvendu Adhikari during the
inauguration programme. (PTI)
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Prime Minister Modi lays foundation stone,
inaugurates multiple development projects
worthoverRs 5,200 cratKolkata

NEW DELHI, AUG 22/--/
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi laid the foundation
stone and inaugurated
multiple development
projects worth over Rs 5,200
crore in Kolkata at West
Bengal today. Addressing
the gathering, the Prime
Minister stated that he once
again had the opportunity to
accelerate the development
of West Bengal. Sharing his
experience of the Kolkata
MetrojourneyfromNoapara
toJaiHind Airport, Mr Modi
said that during this visit, he
interacted with many
colleagues and noted that
everyone expressed
happiness over the
modernization of Kolkata's
public transport system.
The Prime Minister alsolaid
the foundation stone for the
six-lane elevated Kona
Expressway. He extended
heartfelt congratulations to
the people of Kolkata and all
citizens of West Bengal for
these multi-thousand crore
rupee projects.

“Cities like Kolkata are
a rich embodiment of both
India’shistoryanditsfuture,
as India moves towards
becoming the world's third-
largest economy, cities such
as Dum Dum and Kolkata
will play a pivotal role”, said
Shri Modi. He stated that the
message of today's
programme goes beyond the
inauguration of the metro
and the foundation stone of
the highway. The Prime
Minister noted that this
event is a testament to how
modernIndiaistransforming
its urban landscape. He
emphasized that efforts are
underway across Indian
cities to promote green
mobility, while the number
of electric charging points
and electric buses is being
increased. He further added
that under the ‘Waste to
Wealth' initiative, cities are
now generating electricity
from urban waste.
Highlighting that metro
services are expanding and
metro networks are being
extended, Shri Modi
expressed pride in the fact
that India now has the
world's third-largest metro
network. He pointed out that
before 2014, the country had
only 250 kilometres of metro
routes, while today, the
metro network in India has
expanded to over 1,000
kilometres. He stated that
Kolkata too has witnessed
continuous expansion of its
metro system. The Prime
Minister informed that
approximately 14kilometres
ofnew lines are being added
to Kolkata's metro rail
network, while seven new
stationsare being integrated
into the Kolkata Metro. He
affirmed that all these
developments will enhance
the Ease of Living and Ease
of Travel for the people of
Kolkata.

“21st-century India
requires a 21st-century
transportsystem. Therefore,
today across the country,
modern transport
facilities—from railways to
roads, metros to airports—

’\d

Prime Minister Narendra Modi undertakes a metroride
at Kolkata, West Bengal on Friday--PIB

are being developed and
interconnected”,
emphasised Shri Modi. He
highlighted that the
government's effort is not
only to connect one city to
another, but also to ensure
seamless transport access
near people’s homes. He
remarked that a glimpse of
this vision can be seen in
Kolkata’'s  multi-modal
connectivity. The Prime
Minister noted that two of
thecountry'sbusiestrailway
stations—Howrah  and
Sealdah—arenow connected
via metro. He pointed out
that travel time between
these stations, which earlier
took around one and a half
hours, will now take only a
few minutes by metro. He
added that the Howrah
Station subway is also
ensuring multi-modal
connectivity. Noting that
earlier, passengers had to
take long detours to catch
trains from Eastern Railway
or South Eastern Railway,
Shri Modi said with the
construction of this subway,
interchange time will be
significantly reduced. The
Prime Minister announced
that Kolkata Airport is now
connected to the metro
network, which will make it
easierforpeoplefromdistant
parts of the city to reach the
airport.

Affirming that the
Government of India is
making every possible effort
for the development of West
Bengal, Shri Modi
underlined that West Bengal
is now among the states
where 100% railway
electrification has been
achieved. He acknowledged
the long-standing demand
fora MEMU train between
Purulia and Howrah, and
confirmed that the
Government of India has
fulfilled this public demand.
The Prime Minister
informed that nine Vande
Bharat trains are currently
operating on various routes
in West Bengal with two
additional Amrit Bharat
trains also running for the
people of the state.

Stating thatover the past
11 years, the Government of
India has completed several
majorhighwayprojectsinthe
region, the Prime Minister
notedthatwork isongoingon
many other infrastructure
projects. He highlighted that
once the six-lane Kona
Expressway is completed, it
will significantly improve
port connectivity. He
concluded by adding that
this enhanced connectivity

will  strengthen the
foundation for a better
future for Kolkata and West
Bengal.

The Governor of West
Bengal, Dr. C.V. Ananda
Bose, Union Ministers
Shantanu Thakur, Ravneet
Singh Bittu, Dr. Sukanta
Majumdar were present
among other dignitaries at
the event.

In line with his
commitment to world class
infrastructure and
developed urban
connectivity, Prime
Minister inaugurated metro
railway projects in Kolkata.
A 1361 km long newly
constructed metro network
will be inaugurated and
metro services will be
launched on these routes.
He visited the Jessore Road
MetroStation, where hewill
flag off the Noapara-Jai
Hind Bimanbandar metro
service from Jessore Road.
In addition, through video
conferencing, he will also
flag off the Sealdah-
Esplanade metro service
andthe Beleghata-Hemanta
Mukhopadhyay metro
service. He also undertook
ametro ride from Jessore
Road Metro Station to Jai
Hind Bimanbandar and
back.

At the public function,
PrimeMinister inaugurated
these metro sections and a
newly constructed subway
at Howrah Metro Station.
The Noapara-Jai Hind
Bimanbandarmetroservice
will significantly improve
theaccesstotheairport. The
Sealdah-Esplanade metro
will reduce the travel time
between the twopointsfrom
nearly 40 minutes toonly 11
minutes. The Beleghata
Hemanta Mukhopadhyay
metro section will play a
crucial role in enhancing
connectivity with the IT
hub. These metro routes
will connect some of
Kolkata's busiest areas,
bringa notable reduction in
travel time, and strengthen
multimodal connectivity,
benefiting lakhs of daily
commuters.

In a major boost to road
infrastructureintheregion,
Prime Minister also laid the
foundation stone of 7.2km
long six-lane elevated Kona
Expressway worth over Rs
1,200 crore. It will enhance
connectivity between
Howrah, surrounding rural
areas, and Kolkata, saving
hours of travel time and
giving significant boost to
trade, commerce, and
tourism in the region. (PIB)
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PM Modi flags off three new metro links in
Kolkata

With the of new services, metro in the city has ded by a f
13.61 km across Green, Orange, and Yellow metro toutes
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Friday (August 22, 2025 flagged off metro services in thive different routes in Kolkata,
including the mucl-awaited connections to the Netaji Subliash Chandra Bose International Afrport and in the under
river muetro linw,
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The inauguration progranime took place at thie Jessore Roud Metro Station, from where the Prime Minister undertook a
round-trip o d the Jai Hind

was attended by West €.V Ananda Bose, State president of the Bl
(87) samik Bhattachary, and Union Minister Sulcantn Majumdar among ocher dignitaries.
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With th of Y. the hes  net distance of 1161 km across
Grown, Orange, and Yellow metso routes in Kolkata,

“Acity like Bolkata is the pride of our coustry's jast and future, Now that [ndia is on its way to becoming the worlds
thind-Largest econiomy, the role of Kolkata and Dum Dum is very significant” thie Prime Minister said during the
Inavguration,

He addded that India bias the world's thisd largest metco network.
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*Before 2014, thre wats ouly 250 ki of mwteo toute s the country, Today, the metio network in the country lies excesded
1000 km,” Mr. Mod! said, adding that 14 kom covered by Kol 111 bocat ease of Itving
andtiawel

The matro links that the Prime Minister flagged off include the much awaited Ink in the Green Line betveen Esplanade
and Sealdab stations, This is set to cut down travel time between the city's fwo major milway stations, Howrah and
Sealdah, from 40 minutes to 11 minutes, and connect key business districts in Howrah, Kollata, and Bidhannagar

“The metro link from Naapara 1o 1ai Hind xp Doast i por, while the
Beleghata to Hemanta streteh cun help p touccess theclty's tectinology (7] hisbs.

I AT

Historically, Kolkata was Uhe first elty to luve meteo services I the country, siuee 1954,

“As the Rallways Minister of India, [ Inplanaingand serles of Metro y in
metropolitnn Kolkata, | had drawn the blue prints arranged the funds initiated the works and ensured that ditferent
onds of the city (Joka, Garia, Airport, Sector V ete] wure connected by an intra ity Motro grid,” West Bengal Chief Minister
Mammata Banwries said on Friday (Auguat 22

ol - gt 12, 20220




HINDUSTAN TIMES

METRO RAILWAY, KOLKATA
India’s First Metro

(WEB EDITION) DT.22-08-2025

PM Modi inaugurates Kolkata metro
corridors; experts say real estate
markets to gain from airport, suburban
connectivity

By Sauptik Datta X

Updated on: Aug 22, 202505 27 pm 15T o o . @
PM Modi's inauguration of Kolkata's new metro
corridors set to boost property markets. IT hubs
like Rajarhat, New Town likely to gain from
improved connectivity

With Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurating
key stretches of the Green, Orange, and Yellow
metro lines on August 22, experts say Kolkata's real
estate sector is set for a boost. The metro
expansion is expected to drive at least a 5% rise in
property values in the eastern and southern
regions inthe short to long term, they say.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's August 22 metro launch is
expected to baost Kolkata's real estate market, with experts
projecting a 5% rise in property values driven by Improved
connectivity. (Representztional Image){Melro Railway Kolkata )

Launched just ahead of Durga Puja, the extended
network will improve connectivity to the airport
and IT corridor while making citywide travel more
convenient, further fuelling housing demand and
price growth, they say.

The new stretches cover Sealdah to Esplanade
(2.45 km), Noapara to Jaihind Bimanbandar (6.77
km), and Hemanta Mukhopadhyay to Beleghata
(4.39 km) across three different Kolkata Metro
corridors.

Which areas will see improved connectivity through the
Metro corridors?

The Green Line extension will connect Howrah
Maidan to Salt Lake Sector 5, forming a key east-
west corridor that links Howrah railway station
with Kolkata's growing IT and commercial hub in
Salt Lake Sector 5. Experts say this line will
significantly cut travel time, reduce reliance on
road transport, and boost residential demand in
Salt Lake, New Town, and nearby areas.

The Orange Line stretch will run from Hemanta
Mukhopadhyay Metro station at Ruby Crossing
to Beleghata, enhancing connectivity in the city's
southern and eastern regions. For real estate, this
line is expected to spur new interest in areas
along the EM Bypass, where residential and retail
projects are already expanding.

The Yellow Line covers a 6.77 km stretch with
four stations: Noapara, Dum Dum Cantonment,
Jessore Road, and Jai Hind Bimanbandar. It
provides Kolkata's first direct metro link to the
airport, a development for both commuters and
tourists.

Metro impact on peripheral areas

Kolkata's metro expansion may lead to real estate
growth, with its impact becoming increasingly
visible as key corridors begin to connect the city's '
peripheries, experts pointed out.

Saket Mohta, managing director of Merlin Group,
said the new lines will catapult residential sales to
new highs, particularly in the suburbs where
homes are more affordable. He said that
connectivity will not only link Howrah, North
Kolkata, the Airport area, and EM Bypass to
central Kolkata but also open up opportunities in
far-off locations where people can now easily
access healthcare, education, and other facllities.

Experts suggest that the price of peripheral areas
in the southern bypass and beyond is also likely to
go up. "It will especially see growth in the launch
of new projects in North Kolkata. However
availability of suitable land in North Kolkata will
be a question. But the greater part of Kolkata, like
Sodepur, Kamarhati, and Titagarh segment, will
be Impacted with this new metro line
connectivity through Noapara and up to the
existing metro line to Dakhnieswar,” Mohta said.
Most of these areas were earlier dotted with
medium and large industries, many of which are
closed and are lying unutilised; a suitable
government policy can make these lands available
for the development of housing and commercial
real estate, he pointed out.

"Metro projects in Kolkata have been under
construction for nearly 15-16 years, and while
the image of the city's potential was always there,
the real impact will only be felt now as the lines
become continuous and operational,’ Biplap
Kumar, president at NK Realtors, said. "Within a
2-3 km radius of metro stations, we can expect
strong development activity."

Howrah, traditionally considered on the far side
of the city, is expected to see a major boost with
direct connectivity to Sector V through the new
east-west metro link. The new metroline is
expected to cover a distance of about 20 km in
Just 12 minutes.

“This will make Howrah far more accessible, and
adjoining localities within 3-4 km will now
witness real estate traction,” Kumar explained.
Premium residential projects are already
emerging, with developments such as Ganga
Riverfront apartments priced in the ¥2-3 crore
bracket."Where there is a distance from the
riverfront, properties are trading closerto¥1
crore,” he said,

The airport zone, long plagued by congestion and
traffic bottlenecks, is also likely to transform with
new metro connectivity. “Kalkhali, Jessore Road,
and adjoining areas have significant land parcels
available, and these will emerge as new growth
pockets," Kumar said.

Property prices in these locations range between
21-2 crore, with certain projects still available for
under ¥1 crore, making them attractive for both
mid-segment buyers and investors, he said.
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