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NEWS COVERAGE ON 24 August 2025

COMPILATION OF METRO RAILWAY MEDIA COVERAGE

Sl. No. Type of Clippings No. of Clippings

ENGLISH (14)

1 Positive HINDI (6)

BENGALI (2)
2 Neutral BENGALI (3)
3 Negative NIL

Total Clippings — 25
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POSITIVE NEWS:

1) HEADLINE: 22 MORE OPS ON BLUE LINE FROM
TOMORROW

THE TIMES OF INDIA (KOLKATA EDITION) DT.24-08-2025, PAGE: 3

22 more ops on
Blue Line from
tomorrow

Ajanta.Chakraborty
@timesofindia.com

Kolkata: Metro Railway has
decided to add 22 services to
the North-South Line — also
known as the Blue Line —
from Monday:.

In all, 284 services (142
in each direction) will
be run instead of the exist-
ing 262.

From Monday to Friday,
the first train from Noapara
to Shahid Khudiram will
leave at 6.50 am, from Sahid
Khudiram to Dakshineswar
at 6.54 am, from Dakshines-
war to Shahid Khudiram
at 6.55 am and from Tolly-
gynge to Dakshineswar at
6.55am.

The last train from
Dakshineswar to Shahid
Khudiramstations willleave
at 9.28 pm. The last trains
from Shahid Khudiram to
Dakshineswar will leave at
9.34 pm (instead of 9.33 pm)
and from Shahid Khudiram
to Dum Dum at 9.44 pm (in-
stead of 9.43 pm).
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Metro to run 284 Serv-
ices in Blue Line from
25.08.2025 (Monday)

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Metro will run 284 (142 UP
+ 142 DN) services in the
Blue Line from 25.08.2025
(Monday) instead of 262
services. To meet the de-
mand of commuters, Metro
Railway authorities are
going to increase Metro
services.

MONDAY TO FRIDAY:

First Service:

At 06:50 hrs. from Noapara
to Sahid Khudiram (No
Change)

At 06:54 hrs. from Sahid
Khudiram to Dakshineswar
(No Change)

At 06:55 hrs. from Dak-
shineswar to Sahid Khudi-
ram (No Change)

At 06:55 hrs. from Ma-
hanayak Uttam Kumar to
Dakshineswar (No Change)
Last Service:

At 21:28 hrs. from Dak-
shineswar to Sahid Khudi-
ram (No Change)

At 21:34 hrs. from Sahid
Khudiram to Dakshineswar
(instead of 21.33 hrs.)

At 21:44 hrs. from Sahid
Khudiram to Dum Dum (in-
stead of 21.43 hrs.)

No change in services on
Saturdays and Sundays.
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Kolkata Metro to run 366 trains
across three lines — check timings
Kolkata Metro New Line: On Friday (August 22),
Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated three
new Metro projects in the city along with a
subway at Howrah. He also flagged off Metro
services on these newly inaugurated stretches.

Kolkata Metro Inauguration: The Inauguration of
three new metro lines in Kolkata on Friday has
significantly improved connectivity in the ‘City of
Joy." It is also a gift for the people of Kolkata ahead
of Durga Puja, enabling them to smoothly travel to
pandal-hopping in North and South Kolkata,
visiting Kalighat and Dakshineswar temples, etc.

PM Modi Kolkata Metro Line Inauguration

On Friday (August 22), Prime Minister Narendra
Modi inaugurated three new Metro projects in the
city along with a subway at Howrah. He also
flagged off Metro services on these newly
inaugurated stretches,

Now, metro train services will be available on

Noapara to Jai Hind Bimanbandar stretch of

Yellow Line. Apart from that, Metro will be plying

over the entire stretch of Green Line from Howrah

Maidan to Salt Lake Sector V and also on the

stretch from Kavi Subhash to Beleghata of Orange

Line. The metro rallway authorities have planned

to run a total of 366 trains across the three

corridors.

Kolkata Metro Timings

Howrah Maidan to Salt Lake Sector V Stretch of

Green Line

The Metro Rallway will operate to 186 train

services (93 services from Howrah Maidan and 93

services from Salt Lake Sector V) on this stretch

from Monday to Saturday daily. Services will be

avallable at 8 minutes intervals on both directions.

First Service :

« At 06:30 hrs. from Howrah Maidan to Salt Lake
Sector V

« At 06:32 hrs. from Salt Lake Sector V to Howrah
Maidan

Last Service:

« At 21.45 hrs from Howrah Maidan to Salt Lake
Sector V

« At 21.47 hrs from Salt Lake Sector V to Howrah
Maldan

Also Read | Bihar to get four more Amrit Bharat
Express trains soon - Check routes

On Sundays
Total 104 services (52 services from Howrah

Maidan and 52 services from Salt Lake Sector V) .

will be available on this stretch on Sundays.
Services will be available at 15 minutes intervals
on both directions.

First Service:
« At 09:00 hrs. from Howrah Maidan to Salt Lake )
Sector V

« At 09:02 hrs. from Salt Lake Sector V to Howrah
Maldan

Last Service: |

« At 21:45 hrs. from Salt Lake Sector V 1o Howrah
Maidan

* At21:47 hrs. from Howrah Maidan to Salt Lake
Sector V

Also Read | Gaya to Delhi Amrit Bharat Express

train: Check travel time, ticket price, time table,
stoppages

Kavi Subhash to Beleghata stretch of Orange
Line

Total 60 daily services will be available on this
stretch (30 services from Kavi Subhash to
Beleghata and 30 services from Beleghata to Kavi
Subhash) from Monday to Friday, beginning
August 25. Train services will be available at 25
minutes intervals, Services will not be available on
Saturdays and Sundays.

First Service:

« AL08:00 hrs. from Kavi Subhash to Beleghata
+ At 08:00 hrs. from Beleghata to Kavi Subhash

Last Service:

20105 hrs. from Kavi Subhash to Beleghata

05 hrs. from Beleghata to Kavi Subhash
Noapara to Jai Hind Bimanbandar Stretch of
Yellow Line

Total 120 services (60 services from Noapara to Jai
Hind Bimanbandar and 60 services from Jal Hind
Bimanbandar to Noapara) will be available on this
stretch daily, beginning August 25. Services will be
available from Monday to Friday. Services will be
available at 10-15 minutes intervals on this stretch
No traln services will be available on Saturdays
and Sundays.

« At

First Service:

« AL07:58 hrs. from Noapara to Jal Hind
Bimanbandar

« At 07:58 hrs. from Jai Hind Bimanbandar to
Noapara

Last Service:

* At 20:00 hrs. from Noapara to Jai Hind
Bimanbandar

* At 20:00 hrs, from Jal Hind Bimanbandar to
Noapara
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ABOVE BENGALI NEWS CLIPPING
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METRO SERVICES INCREASING

From Monday, the number of daily services on Kolkata Metro’s North-
South Blue Line will increase from 262 to 284 (142 UP, 142 DN), ahead of
Puja and new line connections.

10
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2) HEADLINE: PM INAUGURATES 3 NEW METRO PROJECTS
IN KOLKATA

THE STATESMAN (KOLKATA EDITION) DT.24-08-2025, PAGE: 8

PM inaugurates 3
new Metro projects
in Kolkata

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has inaugurated three
new Metro projects in the
Kolkata along with a subway
at Howrah on 22 August.
He also flagged off Metro
services on these newly
inaugurated stretches. Now
Metro services will be available
on Noapara to Jai Hind
Bimanbandar stretch of Yellow
Line. Apart from that, Metro
will be plying over the entire
stretch of Green Line from
Howrah Maidan to Salt Lake
Sector V and also on the
stretch from Kavi Subhash
to Beleghata of Orange Line.
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PM inaugurates 3
new Metro projects
in Kolkata

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has inaugurated three
new Metro projects in the
Kolkata along with a subway
at Howrah on 22 August.
He also flagged off Metro
services on these newly
inaugurated stretches. Now
Metro services will be available
on Noapara to Jai Hind
Bimanbandar stretch of Yellow
Line. Apart from that, Metro
will be plying over the entire
stretch of Green Line from
Howrah Maidan to Salt Lake
Sector V and also on the
stretch from Kavi Subhash
to Beleghata of Orange Line.
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PM inaugurates 3
new Metro projects
in Kolkata

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has inaugurated three
new Metro projects in the
Kolkata along with a subway
at Howrah on 22 August.
He also flagged off Metro
services on these newly
inaugurated stretches. Now
Metro services will be available
on Noapara to Jai Hind
Bimanbandar stretch of Yellow
Line. Apart from that, Metro
will be plying over the entire
stretch of Green Line from
Howrah Maidan to Salt Lake
Sector V and also on the
stretch from Kavi Subhash
to Beleghata of Orange Line.
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PM inaugurates 3
new Metro projects
in Kolkata

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has inaugurated three
new Metro projects in the
Kolkata along with a subway
at Howrah on 22 August.
He also flagged off Metro
services on these newly
inaugurated stretches. Now
Metro services will be available
on Noapara to Jai Hind
Bimanbandar stretch of Yellow
Line. Apart from that, Metro
will be plying over the entire
stretch of Green Line from
Howrah Maidan to Salt Lake
Sector V and also on the
stretch from Kavi Subhash
to Beleghata of Orange Line.
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3) HEADLINE: WEEKDAY FEEL ON WEEKEND FOR C

KOLKATA AS EAST-WEST FULL RUN HITS THE RIGHT
SPOTS

THE TIMES OF INDIA (KOLKATA EDITION) DT.24-08-2025, PAGE: 4

Weekday feel on weekend for C Kol as
East-West full run hits the right spots

Ajanta.Chakraborty
@timesofindia.com

Kolkata: Packed trains with
several standing passengers
marked East-West Metro's
full run on Saturday as com-
muters thronged to the corri-
dor, making full use of the
connectivity stretching
across Sector V and Howrah
Maidan. In some of the bust-
ling stations, the weekend
felt like a weekday as the in-
tegrated operations hit key
locations across the twin citi-
es. Thetravel anxiety, usually
writ large on the faces of Kol-
kata commuters, had vanis-
hed overnight.

With many offices open
on Saturday, some travelled
towork while others were out
toenjoy the weekend.

Banibrata  Mukherjee,
who lives in New Town, took
a short cab ride to Sector V
station to travel to Howrah
station to catch a train to
Jamshedpur. “It took me 40
minutes and Rs 130 to reach
Howrah station. For most of
the journey, which wasonthe
metro, I paid only Rs 30,” the
64-year-old, who was going to
meet his daughter at XLRI,
Jamshedpur, said happily.

On Saturday afternoon,
the sprawling Howrah Sta-
tion was teeming with com-

Biplab Bhattacharjee

‘WE ARE NOW INTEGRAL TO KOL METRO MAP’

Commuters made full use of the connectivity
stretching across Sector V and Howrah Maidan

muters. Most of them were
carrying bags or trolley suit-
casesastheytook the subway
escalator that led to Howrah
Station’s platform15.

“Never seen so many peo-
ple in Howrah Station before,
that, too, on a Saturday,” an
RPF official said. Officials es-

> On Saturday, 186 services (93
in each direction) were run

> On Sunday, 104 services (52
in each direction) will be run
> Services will start at 9 am
and go on till 9.45 pm

| decided to take my malden

E-W ride today.
Now, the people of Salt /
Lake won't remain
isolated anymore. We
are integral to the
Kolkata Metro map

L Sarmishtha Banerjee | saLT LAKE RESIDENT

timate the footfall will be clo-
se to double of the usual foot-
fall of 24,000 on Saturdays. A
large number of passengers
from Howrah Station pur-
chased tickets for Sealdah
Station and Salt Lake
Sector V. At Sealdah, the foot-
fall is expected to be double

| came to Howrah

station from
Sector V station to
drop a relative whois \
travelling to Jharkhand.
It would have taken us
two hours to reach Howrah by bus

Anjan Chandra | NEw TOWN RESIDENT

that of the usaul 23,000 on
Saturdays.

Esplanade metro station
was also busy as it serves as
an interface with the Blue Li-
ne.Ithandled trafficarriving
from both Sealdah and Ho-
wrah to then switch over to
the Blue Line.

15



India’s Fivst Metro

METRO RAILWAY, KOLKATA

SANMARG (KOLKATA EDITION) DT.24-08-2025, PAGE: 2

mwﬁz‘rﬁmﬁ ﬁﬁawﬁ?ﬁm

«BTael ¥ RIaTeies &7 1
Ue 1A 0 Pre 0

aﬂ@mwmémxm
waq WSS 9 Toa weEi
F AT F Y, I A
Yiags 4 U 951 95 AN
T IWE ®, 7 Faa A H
form ) &t @M 9 99 @R
A H =T e T 4 AR
T H T @eEd 9, 3 A
F1 99 Beey MEn ¥ wWwe
i 21

wiHar %1 Yag 54 T
er 9 92 fogeeg # A1
TmRESFEEEw
% T4 § AR 91 TEE
TEW B wEe BIE F1

nﬁaﬂnﬁtﬁﬁaﬁ%
T R TR 1 6 B @ € 95

TS 9 Rygrerae @ AT A AT Proral OrAT gor T

A e, H) TIE | WTE G warE A # it a8
TEC AT B BIA & Y FTIGT AL A LS g Prers B g
TE T W WHT B A1 Al wieror ged # o9 w0 e
e & TR & el 15 e A uga 1 #1981 wiee st
forrer ay weomd & ¥1 9= 7@ Wi A9 § S ¥ wigan ¥
sramare Remery # Frav 1 98 ggd wwomd  gragn sy
T QTS @ o TEeHR Uiga Wl g i A 9 W E
I 730 T & Frwer Te 47 oY WY ¥ oYW 3 ve e
@ S ot aw frd 50 | 56 Frre F Iy wpe Sg T o
% e F H 5= 98 IgvT &1 U9 I8 &9 oY W 0
TR § VA T wd o ww gan 1)

Seiag ¥ 10 T E 981 9a1 +T
T FEA S FEE120 T
GH H AT E TEE g
AR T AR =3 T TR A
X A 9 710 e ¥ vgw
R ARk el ol |
9 3 79 EE ¢ 9w age
Y fie(e % 94 @09 950 9,
L A e o = = =
FAE A A 31F APE
FACH A

16



METRO RAILWAY, KOLKATA
India’s First Metro

4) HEADLINE: NEW RAKES ORDERED FOR TWO METRO
LINES
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ABOVE BENGALI NEWS CLIPPING

ANANDABAZAR PATRIKA (KOLKATA EDITION), 24-08-2025, PAGE: 11

NEW RAKES ORDERED FOR TWO METRO LINES

Kolkata Metro will add 10 new eight-coach rakes worth X900 crore for the
New Garia—Airport and Joka—Esplanade lines. This will reduce service
disruptions and improve services.

18
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5) HEADLINE: GREEN LINE TO HAVE COMMERCIAL

SERVICES SEVEN DAYS A WEEK

THE STATESMAN (KOLKATA EDITION) DT.24-08-2025, PAGE: 3

GreenLinetohavecommercial
services seven days aweek

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Kolkata, 23 August

Becoming a crucial mode of
connectivity for the people of
the three cities of Howrah,
Kolkata and Salt Lake, the
East-West Metro corridor is to
beoperated sevendays aweek.

Like the Blue Line, which
serves as the lifeline for the
people of Kolkata’s southern
and northern fringes, the Green
Line also is headed towards
becoming one of the choicest
modes of transport for the
peopleliving on the other side
of the Hooghly river. Since its
commencement last evening,
the Green Line has seen a
considerable crowd within a
few hours of commercial
operations.

To cater to the huge crowd,
the Metro authorities have
decided to run commercial
services in the Green Line
throughout the week. Unlike
the Orange and Yellow Lines,
that do not have commercial
operations on Saturdays and
Sundays, the Green Line is to
have a good number of
commercial services on these
two days.

Aslearnt from the city Metro
office, the East-West corridor
istohaveatotal of 186 services
including 93 services each in

the up and down directions
from Howrah Maidan to Salt
Lake Sector V from Monday
toSaturday daily. The revenue
services are to be operated at
8 minutes intervals in both
directions.

Even on Sundays, a total of
104 services, including 52
services each from Howrah
Maidan and Salt Lake Sector
Vwould be runin this stretch.
However, the commercial
services on Sundays are to be
operated at 1I5minutes intervals
in both directions instead of
theeight minutes gap applicable
on weekdays.

Accordingtothe recent most
updated time table of Kolkata
Metro Railway, on Sundays,
the first service in The Green
Line is to start at 9 a.m. from
Howrah Maidan to Salt Lake
Sector V instead of 6.30 a.m.
On the other side, the first
serviceistoberunat9.02a.m.
from Salt Lake Sector V to
Howrah Maidan instead of
6.32 a.m. The timings of the
last Metro, however, has been
kept unchanged as 945 p.m.
from Salt Lake Sector V to
Howrah Maidan and as 947
p.m. from Howrah Maidan to
Salt Lake Sector V.
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6) HEADLINE: EAST-WEST METRO SERVICES REDUCING THE
NUMBER OF BUS PASSENGERS
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7) HEADLINE: ENGINEERS RECALL "HR JOB' OF OVER SIX
YEARS THAT PUT HUMANS FIRST

THE TIMES OF INDIA (KOLKATA EDITION) DT.24-08-2025, PAGE: 4

Engineers recall ‘HR ]Ob’ of over six years that put humans first

@timesofindia.com

Kolkaia: They were supposed Lo
deal with machines  of the tun-
ned borer kind — and papers. Ho-
wever, the human resources and
adminisirative departments of
ITDITD-Cementation, contracted
10 build the 26 km East-West Mol
rocorridor, ended up de: g witly
humans sinee Jan 219,

Following the tunnelling dis
asleron Augdl, 2ne, for this group
of 10-0dd officers and engineers,
the jobdeseriptionseemed to have
changed forever. On a duily basis,
they were handling food andlogis-
tics, medicines, hospitulisation,
and aven tragedies (a few elderly
Bowbazar residents, displaced be-
cause of the Rast-West Maotro
construction, pussed awuy).

Around 400 Bowbazar resi-
dents oare still living in apart
ments rented by TTT. They werp

evicunted during various phuses
of construction, either as a pre-
caution or following an incident
af subsidence thal damagad the
ancestrul houses beyond repeic
Theystill turn o this erisis mana-
gement tean

“The making ol Fast-West

Metro's Esplunude Sealdah sec
tion, which passes through the
subsidence-prone Bowbazar wus
mare ahaut dealing with humans
ruther thun the ginnt tunnel bo
ring machines (TBMs) and other
construction equipment, 1 think
our team membaers have become

From taking care of medical needs of displaced residents to overseeing the mm\ at cave-in zone, ll'»: engineers played many m(es since Jan 2019

experts in crisis munugement,”
sald Somen Sengupla, senior de-
puty genernl manager, ITD Ce
maentation. “We wont through
such difficult times, handling the
agitated residents, dealing with
their anxiety and lack of faith in
the agencies responsihle for huil-

ding East-West Metro, that we our
selves were sometimes an the ver-
we of collupse. But everyone wor-
kod as a toam, pulling up a hrave
front through the last six years,
Sengupta said.

As luck would have it, u senior
eitizen, Sabita Rasu, died of heart

attuek in April 2019, when she was
shifted outafl abuildingon the N
Road-SN Banerjee Road crossing
“The woman never maved out of
her third floor flat in many years
but had o he shifted out because
the first of the glant borers, 7 m
Jong and weighing 500 MT Her-
renknoecht made. started digging
below the dilapidated buildings.
Her death hnd nothing to do with
the tunnelling, but she wasour re-
sponsibility, with no next of kin
around. We ended up arranging
everything {rom her funerul to
her memorial serviens,” sald Su-
mit Mukherjee, who supervised
the evacuation of vesidents from

thestart
“The two TBMs — Urvi and
Chundi  were named after God

dess Durga. When thay suaried
digging. we had no iden what fute
had instare,” he said. TBM Chun-
di was christened after former
1T project managor Chundes

Mookhan, who left his job to beco
me a Buddhist monk. Goddess
Durga is ulso called Chundi. Un
fortunately, it hit a sand aquifer
below Bowbazar's Durga Pituri
Tane, on Aug 31, 200, causing lar-
ge-scale subsidence and evacus
tlon of more than 700 residents.
This was followed by at least three
more incldents of subsidence and
several instances of evacuation.

Saurces in KMRC, the imple-
menting ugency of the R 10,000
erore Rasl-West Metro, sald engi-
neers and executives had to deal
with at least 2000 people (resi
dents and traders of Bowbazar),
attend toahostof issues(framme-
cicud to logistics) and are still ta
king responsibility far 400 resi-
dents living in fluats. “We are wai
ting for KMRC to rehustid onr hou-
ses and tuke uy buck home.
Meanwhile, we call up the TTD te-
um if we needany help,” sald B Ba
su, adisplaced resident.
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Engg firm boss explains
tech behind E-W system

Ajanta.Chakraborty
@timesofindia.com

Kolkata: The metro network
in Kolkata is entering a new
era of automation and safety,
with the East-West Metro
(Green Line) leading the way
through superior technology,
Manoj Kumar Krishnappa,
director and head of Hitachi
Rail STS India, said on Satur-
day.

A day after PM Modi laun-
ched three new metro line-
s,KrishnappaspoketoTOIon
the key characteristic that
marks the East-West Metro in
sharp contrast with the
North-South corridor (Blue
Line), which was India’s first
mass rapid transit system.
East-West Metro is the count-
ry’sfirst under-river metro.

The Communications-Ba-
sed Train Control (CBTC) al-
lows for more trains to opera-
te on a line while ensuring fo-
ol-proof safety.

The space can be reduced
further to 150 seconds or 2.5
minutes on the East-West
Metro. “Hitachi Rail STS In-
dia, entrusted with the Sig-
nalling and Telecommunica-
tion (ST) contract in Sep 2011,
helped evolve the project
with an upgrade to CBTC,”
Krishnappa said.

“This advanced system
marks a major upgrade over
the legacy signalling used in

ERA OF AUTOMATION AND SAFETY

> E-W Metro: Operated
by automatic CBTC
signalling

> 1st stage of CBTC:
Used for 16.6 km
corridor

> Driverless mode: Trials on
for final stage

> Advantage: CBTC allows

more trains to operate
on a line by reducing
space between them

> Goal: It will
eventually run at
150-second frequencies

> Need: More than the
existing 17 BEML rakes are
needed

Kolkata Metro is entering a new
era of automation and safety
Manoj Kumar Krishnappa | HeAD oF HITACHI

RAIL STS INDIA

Blue Line. There is a distinct
technological divide between
India’s oldest metro that ope-
rates with fixed-block signal-
ling and manual train cont-
rol. While CBTCimplementa-
tion is being considered for
the Blue Line, itremains a fu-
ture goal,” he said.

In contrast, the East-West
Metro has already been run-
ning on the CBTC’s automa-
tic train protection mode sin-
ce Feb 2020. Trials for the
complete CBTC implementa-
tion with automatic train
operation (ATO) are current-
ly underway,” he said. ATP
ensures safety by monitoring
train speed, location, and se-
paration. “It automatically
enforcesspeedlimitsandbra-
king distances, preventing

collisions and signal viola-
tions.In ATPmode, trainsare
manually driven, but the sy-
stem intervenes if safety
thresholds are breached. The
next stage, or the ATO, auto-
mates train movement —
handling acceleration, bra-
king, and station stops with
precision. Motormen only su-
pervise operations and ma-
nage doors,reducing human
error, with improved punctu-
ality and enhanced energy ef-
ficiency,” he added.
Butofficialsagreed thatto
achieve the 150-second frequ-
ency, more rakes will be nee-
ded. East-West Metronow has
17 rakes. In next two years,
implementing agency KMRC
plans to have 11 more BEML-
makerakes in its stable.
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Prime Minister Modi to inaugurate
Bairabi-Sairang railway project
on 13 September

Guwahati: Prime Minister Narendra Modi is likely to
inaugurate the 51.38 km Bairabi—-Sairang new railway project
on September 13, making Aizawl the fourth capital city in the
Northeast to be connected by rail, a CMO official said on
Saturday. The official in the Chief Minister’s Office (CMO),
Mizoram, said that though the final confirmation of the
Prime Minister’s schedule is yet to come from the PMO, it is
most likely that he would inaugurate the railway project on 13
September.
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First Rail Link to Aizawl Likely to Open in Sept

With 51.38-km Bairabi-Sa

Bikash Singh

Guwahati: Prime Minister Narend-
ra Modi is likely to inaugurate on Se-
pember 13 the Bairabi-Sairang rail-
way project that would link Mizo-
ram’s capital Aizawl to the railway
grid, marking the latest milestone in
sustained, decade-long efforts to ex-
pandtherailroad infrastructure in In-
dia’s mountainous northeast.

Aizawl will be the fourth capital
city in the erstwhile remote region
to be connected by the 51.38-km ra-
ilroad, boosting surface transport
in a part of the country where hea-

25K oo

vy road-freighting costs through
landslide-prone motorways have
often been cited as one of the major
deterrents to industrialization.
PM Modi will visit Assam on Sep-
tember 8 and take part in several

development programmes in and
around Guwahati, the biggest city
in the Northeast.

A senior government official in
Mizoram said that though the final
confirmation of the Prime Mini-

al to get rail connectivity

ster's schedule is yet to come from
the PMO, it is most likely that he
would inaugurate the railway pro-
jecton September13.

Mizoram Chief Minister Laldu-
homa, while addressing the 15th
Conference of the Mizoram Police
Service Association (MPSA), indi-
cated that the Prime Minister islik-
ely to flag off the Bairabi-Sairang
railway project on September13.

On July 14, Chief Minister Lalduho-
ma met Prime Minister Modi in New
Delhi and also invited him to formally
inaugurate the newly completed Bai-
rabi-Sairangrailway lineand thenew
Sairang Railway Station.
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PMto inaugurate Bairabi-Sairang
railway line in Mizoram on September 13

AIZAWL, AUG 25 /--/
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will inaugurate the
Bairabi-Sairang railway
line in Mizoram on Septem-
ber 13, Chief Minister
Lalduhoma has said.

The railway line will
bring Aizawl onto the rail-
way map as Sairang is lo-
cated close to the capital
city. Lalduhoma made the
announcement at a confer-
ence of the Mizoram Police
Service Association
(MPSA) in Aizawl on Fri-
day. The PM will arrive in
the state capital on Septem-
ber 12 and spend the night
here. He will inaugurate
the new railway line the
next day, the CM said.
Lalduhoma said he held a
discussion with Railway
Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw regarding the
PM's visit. Sairang railway
station will be upgraded

into a world-class facility,
and Rajdhani train ser-
vices will be run, he said.
The 51.38-km-long railway
line project is part of the
Centre's Act East policy,
which aims at boosting con-
nectivity and economic in-
tegration across the North-
east. The new railway line
will link Aizawl with

Assam's Silchar town and
with the rest of the country,
integrating Mizoram fully
into the nation's railway
map.

Engineers call it a mar-
vel as the stretch features
48 tunnels stretching over
12.8 km, 55 major bridges,
and 87 minor bridges.
Bridge number 196 rises to

104 metres, taller than the
Qutub Minar. An official of
the NFR said that the Com-
missioner of Railway
Safety (CRS), Northeast
Frontier Circle, Sumeet
Singhal, after visiting the
newly laid railway tracks
between June 6 and June
10, authorised the NFR to
operate both goods and pas-

senger trains on the line.

The Bairabi-Sairang
railway project was ex-
ecuted at an estimated cost
of Rs 8,215 crore. This
transformative achieve-
ment is expected to signifi-
cantly enhance passenger
and freight movement,
stimulate socio-economic
growth, and fulfil a long-
standing aspiration of the
people of Mizoram to see
trains arriving in the heart
of their capital, the official
said. Despite the tough ter-
rain, commendable work
has been carried out by the
NFR.

The official said that
the Bairabi-Sairang new
line railway project is an
engineering marvel of the
Indian Railways. The
project also includes five
Road Over Bridges and six
Road Under Bridges. Agen-
cies
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FARE HIKE IN THREE NEW METRO LINES

Three new Kolkata Metro routes have been inaugurated, but the fare chart
has shocked the passengers. Old X15 and X25 slabs are gone—minimum
fare is X5, then X10, and after 10 km it jumps straight to X30. So, rides that
cost X15 on the Blue Line now cost X30 on the East-West Line. Even short
trips like Airport—Noapara (7 km) cost %20, and longer ones go up to X70.
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BIG LUGGAGE NOT ALLOWED, WHAT IS THE BENEFIT OF RUNNING
THE METRO?

Kolkata Metro’s new airport, Sealdah, and Howrah links may not help long-
distance passengers since bags over 10 kg are banned. Daily crowding,
staff shortage and non-availability of frequent services worsen the issue,

unlike Delhi Metro.
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SOME OF THE BOWBAZAR VICTIMS NOT RECEIVED
REHABILITATION: MAYOR

Bowbazar’s Durga Pithuri Lane and Syakrapara Lane residents have still
been waiting for rehabilitation six years after the East-West Metro
inauguration. Mayor Firhad Hakim slammed KMRCL for inaction despite 23
approved designs. Residents demand immediate rehabilitation while the
municipality insists KMRCL must take 10 years’ maintenance responsibility.
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