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‘NAMO BHARAT CORRIDOR TO TRANSFORM CITY’S PACE’

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, FEB. 22

Delhi chief minister
Rekha Gupta on Sunday
said the “Namo Bharat”
rapid rail corridor con-
necting Delhi to Meerut
will transform the nation-
al capital’s pace and
thanked the Prime
Minister for the “invalu-

able gift.”
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi dedicated

to the nation the entire 82
km Delhi-Meerut Namo
Bharat corridor, inaugu-
rating the two remaining
sections of India’s first
Namo Bharat Regional
Rapid Transit System
(RRTS).

The inaugurated
stretches include the 5 km
section between Sarai
Kale Khan and New
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A train moves on tracks during the inal
Namo Bharat corridor and Meerut Metro services by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday. — PTi

Ashok Nagar in Delhi,
and the 21 km section
between Meerut South
and Modipuram in Uttar
Pradesh.

The chief minister
emphasised that, in view
of Delhi’s growing popu-
lation pressure and com-
muting challenges, the

project will make a signif-
icant contribution to the
city’s overall develop-
ment.

The corridor will help
passengers save time and
resources, marking a his-
toric milestone for Delhi
and the surrounding
region, Ms Gupta said in
a statement.

The corridor, extending
from the national capital
Delhi to Meerut, will pro-
vide fast and reliable con-
nectivity to hundreds of
thousands of passengers
daily.

Additionally, the proj-

ect is expected to ease
’traffic congestion and

reduce carbon emissions
by lowering the number
of private vehicles on the
roads, thereby creating a
positive environmental
impact, she said.

Deccan Chronicle Edition: Chennai
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Prime Minister launches full
Delhi-Meerut RRTS corridor

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday inaugurat-
ed the remaining sections
of the Namo Bharat Re-
gional Rapid Transit Sys-
tem (RRTS), including the
5-km stretch between Sarai
Kale Khan and New Ashok
Nagar in Delhi and the 21-
km stretch between Mee-
rut South and Modipuram
in Uttar Pradesh. The RRTS
has been integrated with
the Meerut Metro, which
was also launched.

Mr. Modi said the entire
82-km corridor of the RRTS
project provided a glimpse
of what connectivity would
look like in a developed In-
dia that used Metro rail for
intra-city travel and the Na-
mo Bharat trains to accel-
erate the “twin cities” vi-
sion. “This integration
allows commuters to travel
within the city or go direct-
ly to Delhi, thus ending the
compulsion for many
workers and students to
live in rented houses in
Delhi. A unique feature of
the project is the integra-
tion of Indian Railways,
Metro, and bus stands at
Sarai Kale Khan, Anand Vi-
har, Ghaziabad, and Mee-
rut,” he said.

Talking about develop-
ment in the regions, Mr.
Modi said, “The govern-

The Hindu Edition: Chennai, Coimbatore, Kochi, Madurai, Mangalore,

Prime Minister Narendra Modi waves to the gathering during the

launch of the Meerut Metro and Namo Bharat services. PTI

ment’s investment in mod-
ern infrastructure, includ-
ing expressways, freight
corridors, and the Jewar
International Airport is
creating vast employment
opportunities.”

Union Housing and Ur-
ban Affairs Minister Mano-
har Lal, speaking at the in-
auguration,  said  the
proposal for two new rapid
rail corridors starting from
Sarai Kale Khan was ex-
pected to be approved
Soon.

“One  corridor s
planned from Sarai Kale
Khan to Karnal in Haryana,
covering a distance of 125-
130 km, which can be com-
pleted in about an hour
and a half. Another route is
proposed to connect Sarai
Kale Khan with Babarpur
in Haryana and Neemrana
in Rajasthan,” he said.

The Sarai Kale Khan sta-
tion, the originating station

of the corridor, is strategi-
cally located as a major
multi-modal hub, seam-
lessly connecting the Haz-
rat Nizamuddin railway
station, Delhi Metro’s Pink
Line, Veer Haqeeqat Rai
ISBT, and Ring Road.

Delhi Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta, commenting
on the launch, said the Del-
hi-Meerut corridor will
transform the capital’s
pace of development and
stimulate economic activi-
ty in the Delhi-NCR region.
“The corridor will help
passengers save time and
resources, marking a his-
toric milestone for Delhi
and the surrounding re-
gion as the project is ex-
pected to ease traffic con-
gestion and reduce carbon
emissions by reducing the
number of private vehicles
on the roads, thereby
creating a positive environ-
mental impact,” she said.

Thiruvananthapuram, Trichy



RRTS corridor comes live — with fastest metro

Country’s first RRTS corridor will cut travel time between Delhi and Meerut to under an hour

DHRUVAKSH SAHA
New Delhi, 22 February

The ¥30,274 crore Delhi-Meerut Regional
Rapid Transit System (RRTS), connecting
Uttar Pradesh’s Meerut to the heart of the
national capital, became fully operational
on Sunday, with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi inaugurating it along with the
Meerut Metro.

The country’s first RRTS corridor,
designed for atopspeed of 180 kilometres
per hour (kmph), with an operational
speed of 160 kmph and an average speed
of 90 kmph, will cut travel time between
the two cities to under an hour. This may
be one of the fastest metro services in the
country. The corridor, which began oper-
ations in 2023 on a 17 km stretch between
Sahibabad and Duhai in Uttar Pradesh,
now spans 82.15 km and connects to the
newly inaugurated Meerut Metro. The
crucial stretch between Sarai Kale Khan
— central to the larger RRTS plan for
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi flags off the Meerut Metro and Namo Bharat

train, at Shatabdi Nagar Namo Bharat Station

Delhi — and New Ashok Nagar was
inaugurated on Sunday, enabling end-to-
end travel for commuters.

The project was conceptualised to
decongestthe national capital by improv-
ing connectivity between Delhi, the
National Capital Region, and Meerut. Two

PHOTO:PTI

more corridors connecting Delhi to Alwar
and Karnal were also planned, bur have yet
to see any physical progress.

At the inauguration in Meerut, Modi
said the integration would allow com-
muters to travel within the city or directly
toDelhi, ending the compulsion for many

workers and students to live in rented
accommodation in the national capital.

“Aunique feature of the project is the
integration of Indian Railways, Metro, and
bus terminals at Sarai Kale Khan, Anand
Vihar, Ghaziabad, and Meerut. For the first
timein India, Namo Bharat and Metro rail
serviceswill operate on the same track and
atthesame stations,” he said.

According toofficials, the world's most
successful cities in mobility rely ona com-
bination of transit systems, rather than
justMetrosorbuses. “Thelength of Delhi’s
mass transit system, including the Delhi
Metro Rail Corporation and the Namo
Bharat network, will be 743 km — longer
than London’s Crossrail, the Hong Kong
Mass Transit Railway, and Paris’s Réseau
Express Régional (French for Regional
Express Network),” an official said.

The corridor is expected to increase the
modal share of publictransportintheregion
from 37 percent to 63 per cent, according to
the National Capital Region Transport Cor-

Business Standard Edition: Chennai

poration (NCRTC), the special purpose
vehicle implementing the RRTS.

The project was funded with 20 per cent
equity from the central government, with
contributions from the Delhi and Uttar
Pradesh governments. It has been com-
pleted with $2 billion in multilateral debt,
including $1 billion from the Asian Devel-
opment Bank, $500 million from the New
Development Bank, and $500 million from
the Asian Infrastructure Investrent Bank.

State-owned lenderssuchasthe Indian
Railway Finance Corporation are exploring
aco-fundingmodel with multilateral banks
for future RRTS corridlors, officials said.

The project also incorporates several
advanced global technologies. NCRTC has
adopted the European Train Control
System Level 2 with Hybrid Level 3 —
among the most advanced signalling and
train control systems — across the corridor.

The Namo Bharat trainsets have been

1by Frer manu-

facturer Alstomat its Savli (Gujarat) plant.
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Meerut Metro dedicated to the nation by Modi
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Meerut Metro, Namo Bharat trains started
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Namo Bharat Rapid Rail Corridor becomes a reality
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PM inaugurates ‘Namo Bharat' corridor
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Prime Minister dedicates India's fastest metro service to the nation
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The country's first RRTS was inaugurated
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10-day Attukal Pongala festival begins today

Pongala ritual is scheduled to be held on March 3 | Actor Mohanlal will inaugurate cultural programmes

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @T'Puram

THE famed Attukal Pongala
festival, which is expected to
witness the arrival of lakhs of
women from various parts of
Kerala, will have a colourful
start on Monday. The highlight
of the 10-day festival, the Pon-
gala ritual, is scheduled to be
held on March 3. The temple
management and various gov-
ernment departments have
made all arrangements to en-
sure smooth darshan for
devotees.

The festival will begin with
the kappuketti kudiyiruthal
ritual at 5.30pm. There will be
three deeparadhana riruals at
6.45pm, 9.15pm, and midnight,
following which the sanctum
will close at 1am.

Actor Mohanlal will inaugu-
rate cultural programmes held

Devotees lighting lemon lamps in front of Attukal Bhagavathy temple in
Thiruvananthapuram ahead of annual pongala festival. Attukal Pongala will be
held on March 3 | e poeepu

as part of the festival at 8pm.
The temple trust will present
its Ambapuraskaram honour

to the actor at the event. The
Nandagovindam Bhajans
group will perform at 10pm.

Several cultural programmes
will be held on the day at the
Amba, Ambika and Ambalika
auditoriums at the temple. The
temple trust will organise an-
nadanam at noon on all festival
days.

The sale of earthen pots has
picked up in the city with ven-
dors lining up on major streets.
The sale of pots, to be used for
the pongala offering, will peak
on the two days preceding the
pongala day.

Earlier, a review meeting
chaired by Chief Minister Pi-
narayi Vijayan had decided to
deploy 5,855 police personnel
for security and traffic arrange-
ments during the festival. The
police will use drones, 83 CCTV
cameras and six watch towers
for surveillance. A QR code-
based parking system and 24-
hour control room are among

the arrangements made at the
temple complex.

The KSRTC will operate 700
special services and 250 budget
tourism services. There will be
chain services of electric buses
in the city
and the rail-

TIMINGS
g ways have
Kappuketti announced
kudiyiruthal additional
fitualat530pm  trains and
deeparadhana  Stoppageson
fvalsat 645pm  the major
9)5pm, and festival
midnight days. The
Kerala Water
Authority

will install 1,550 taps and 50
showers for the pilgrims. The
Fire Force will deploy 51 vehi-
cles at different centres in the
city to respond to emergencies
and the health department will
offer ambulance service.

Publication: The New Indian Express Edition: Thiruvananthapuram



Kilambakkam railway station,
skywalk set for March launch

Venkadesan.S
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Kilambakkam ra-
ilway station and the 275m-
long skywalk to link the sta-
tion to the Kalaignar Cente-
nary Bus Terminus (KCBT)
are likely to be inaugurated
in March. The Chennai Met-
ropolitan Development Aut-
hority (CMDA) has set strict
deadlines for various works
to complete the skywalk
construction.

With just a day of work
left to correct the deflection
identified on the erected arm
across GST Road, the offici-
als plan to erect the other
arm in the first week of
March. “The structure is ta-
king shape well from the rail-
way station end as well, and it
will be ready tolink when the
second arm over the GST Ro-
ad is installed. It can be done
overnight as the girder is as-
sembled on the ground, and
vehicles can be diverted via
Athanur during the work,”
said CMDA officials.

Though KCBT was inau-
gurated in Dec 2023 and mo-
fussil bus operations were
shifted there from Koyambe-
du, the lack of multi-modal
connectivity made accessing
KCBT difficult for those tra-
velling to southern districts.
Later, the state govt and the

Publication:

TRANSIT BOOST: A major portion of the work was completed last year

railways decided to have aKi-
lambakkam suburban rail-
way station between Vanda-
lur and Guduvanchery rail-
way station.

While the alighting po-
ints at the KCBT end were
completed long ago, the CU-
BE team from IIT Madras,
identified load deflection on
the arm of the skywalk that
runs over the GST Road from
the bus terminus to the medi-
an. “The deflection arose be-
cause the contractor, instead
of launching the girder as a
singleunit, builtitinsitulike
a concrete structure. Even
though it is structurally
strong, we do not want to lea-
ve any scope for major rectifi-
cation work later. So, the gir-
der members are strengthe-
ned by extending their
length,” added an official.

When the skywalk across
the GST Road is established,
it would create seamless con-
nectivity between Kilambak-
kam railway station and
KCBT. “We just have to lay ti-
les and place the roof,” said a
CMDA official.

Meanwhile, CUMTA isco-
ordinating with the railways
to extend the skywalk to the
island platform in Kilambak-
kam railway station.

“Three tracks have to be
partially closed while exten-
ding the skywalk to the is-
land platform, and power
supply to the high-tension
overhead lines should be su-
spended for safety reasons.
We are now holding talks
with the railways for the
work. It will be carried out in
the next few weeks,” said a
CUMTA official.

The Times of India Edition: Chennai



on prohibiting the use of mo-

MP Durai Vaiko submits demands to
DRM Balak Ram Negi | express

Railways has
agreed to

build ROB in
Srirangam: MP

THE railway board has accord-
ed sanction to prepare a De-
tailed Project Report (DPR) for
the construction of a Road Over
Bridge (ROB) near Srirangam
railway station.

Tiruchy MP Durai Vaiko said
on Sunday after a meeting with
Balak Ram Negi, Divisional
Railway Manager of the
Tiruchy Railway Division.

Durai Vaiko told reporters
that he called upon Balak Ram
Negi and stressed the need for
constructing the ROB,
citing frequent traffic conges-
tion and safety concerns in the
area.

During the meeting, the DRM
informed him that sanction
had been accorded for prepar-
ing the DPR for the project.
Once constructed, the ROB will
greatly benefit people visiting
Srirangam, besides significant-
ly improving traffic flow.

The MP also highlighted the
urgent need to widen the road
near Level Crossing No. 244/A
in Srirangam. He also submit-
ted a representation to officials
seeking a direct train service
between Tiruchy and Salem.

He pointed out that a train
service (No. 76822/23) is cur-
rently operated between Karur
and Salem, though the rake is
maintained at Tiruchy and
runs empty up to Karur. He re-
quested that the service be ex-
tended up to Tiruchy.
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