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ABOVE BENGALI NEWS CLIPPING 

BARTAMAN (KOLKATA EDITION), 01-12-2025, PAGE: 1 

BEDROLLS AND PILLOWS TO BE AVAILABLE IN SLEEPER CLASS 

 

Indian Railways will start giving paid bedrolls (sheet, pillow) to sleeper-class passengers from 

January 1, 2026, as a pilot project in the Chennai Division. Passengers can choose packages 

costing ₹20–₹50 and must return the items after the journey. If successful, this service will 

expand nationwide in phases. 
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LOOKING BACK ON THE IMPACT OF RAILWAYS ON THE 100TH 

ANNIVERSARY OF ELECTRIC TRAINS IN THE COUNTRYE 

 

The first horse-drawn commercial train ran from Stockton to Darlington in England, just like the 

early tram in Kolkata. This year marks 200 years since the run of that first train in 1825. The 

first electric train in India ran from Victoria Terminus to Kurla Harbour in 1925, making this year 

its centenary. The arrival of railways in colonial India opened new paths of communication, 

industry, and technology. Railways introduced rural India to mechanical civilization and later 

influenced art, literature, cinema, and public life. These themes were discussed at the Rail 

Festival organized by the Rail Enthusiast Society. The event included exhibitions on railway 

history, heritage, stamps, cinema, and literature. Speakers talked about East Indian Railway 

heritage, railway engines on postage stamps, and railways in storytelling. A documentary on 

railways in Indian films, including Satyajit Ray’s works, was shown. Models of engines and 

railway-related books were also displayed. 
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