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Rail Utsav celebrates 200 yearsof modernrailways

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Kolkata, 30 November

Rail Utsav 2025,
commemorating 200 years of
the birth ofthe modem railways,
and 100 years of railway
electrification in India, was
inaugurated this afternoon at
the Calcutta University Institute.

Theevent wasjointly organised
by the Rail Enthusiasts’Society
inassociation with the Calcutta
University Institute.

A railway book exhibition
was inaugurated by Sudhangshu
Sekhar Dey, secretary of the
Publishers and Booksellers
Guild, and S. Pal, president of
the Calcutta University Institute.

The programme featured

sessions on heritage conservation
in Indian Railways, the role of
railways in Bengali literature,
and railway literature in India
and abroad. Noted collector
and heritage conservationist
Debashis Mukherjee spoke on
the use of railwaysin the films
of Satyajit Ray.

At the event, Louhopath, a
Bengalimagazine, was released.
Its cover story, A Forgotten
Titan, focuses on Sir Rajendranath
Mookerjee, Bengal's industrial
pioneer and a visionary of
Indian Railways. He founded
Martin’s Light Railways, a
narrow-gauge network in
colonial India that played a
vitalrole in connecting remote
areas to major urban centres

across Bengal, Bihar, Uttar
Pradesh, and Delhi. A rail-themed
film screening was also part
of the programme.

Talks were held on railway
heritage, rail literature, and rail
cinema. It was recalled that
thefirst railway in Indiabegan
operations in 1853, withatrain
running from Bombay to Thane.

The Rail Enthusiasts' Society,
established in New Delhi in
2015, now has 300 members,
most of whom come from
professions outside the railway
sector.

Several books on Indian
railways were highlighted,
including Train to Darjeeling
and Other Railway Tales and
Assam Mail, both authored

by Sanjoy Mookerjee. These
works detail the history of
Indian railways in Darjeeling
and Assam. The famous
Darjeeling toy train has earned
global heritage recognition,
while Mookerjee’s Howrah
Junction has received wide
appreciation.

It was also noted that the
Rail Museum in Delhi houses
trains once used by Maharajas,
along with steam engines from
the British period, including
those deployed during World
Wars I and II. The Sindhias of
Gwalior, known for their passion
for railways, travelled in lavishly
decorated cabins that are now
preserved and displayed at the
museumn.
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ADDRESSING CAPACITY CONSTRAINTS AT DEPOTS

Private Cos May Get to Service
Non-Railway Entities’ Wagons

Move can halve number of
wagons lying at depots;
container wagons would be
first to see private service

Twesh Mishra

New Delhi: The Indian Railways is weig-
hingaplan to let private players maintain
freight wagons, a move that can open a
new services market and ease capacity
constraints in its overhaul depots, accor-
dingto people familiar with the matter.

The proposal, now under discussion, will
allow privately-owned container wagons
to be serviced by non-railway entities,
with tariff rebates being considered for
rake ownersthat optfor self-maintenance,
officialssaid. “Thereissignificant private
sector presence in container wagons, and
itwould be the firstin which private main-
tenance may be permitted,” a senior offi-
cialtold ET.

The official said this could be done in a
phased manner and added that this will
free up railways wagon maintenance ca-
pacity for its own self use, leading to fas-
ter turnaround.

There are around 750 container rakes
(trains) of 45 wagons each operating on

Raking It In

2 Industry has = Roughly 20%
been demanding | of all wagons
privatisation are said to be in
to cut down maintenance at

turnaround time any given point

Can also lower
maintenance
costs

Private involvement can
bring this down to 10%,
as per industry sources

CONTAINER EARNINGS (? crore)

2024-25 ‘ 9,777.4

2025-26 | 10,170.4 [ ?
the railway network. The maintenance of
each rake is undertaken by the railways
onlyatanassignedbase depot. Each inten-
siveexaminationactivity isexpected tota-
keatleastsix hours. Maintenance activiti-

es are undertaken monthly, annually and
triennially.

The railways charges around 5% of the
total freight tariff value for maintaining
container wagons.

Industry has been demanding opening
up of this segment, citing long turnaro-
und time, and has represented the issue to
the railways. According to industry esti-
mates, roughly 20% of all wagons are al-
ways in maintenance depots.

APwCstudy hasfoundlimited capacity
available at the railways routine and pe-
riodicoverhauldepots. Thereareinstan-
ces of rakes waiting for days or even we-
eks before being moved to assigned ma-
intenancedepots. “Theoverall time spent
exceeds the expected time and can be as
high as 12-18 hours and, in some cases,
even up to24 hours,” the study said.

An industry representative said the pri-
vate sector can bring down the number of
wagons undergoing maintenance to less
than10%.

“This will allow roughly 10% higher fre-
ight loading by the existing fleet of contai-
ner trains,” he said, adding that the natio-
nal transporter will have legroom to cut fre-
ight tariffs by outsourcing maintenance.

Therailways expects torake in%1.881akh
crore from freight earnings this fiscal, ro-
ughly 4.4% more than a year ago. Ear-
nings from container movement are a re-
latively much smaller share of thetotal in-
come with %10,170.42 crore budgeted for
2025-26, up from ¥9,777.44 crore in the last
fiscal.
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Railway push for preservmg legacy

DEBRAJ MITRA AND
SAMARPITA BANERJEE

Calcutta: The Railway Board
is planning to involve local
stakeholders and repre-
sentatives from state gov-
ernment departments in its
efforts to conserve railway
heritage across the country,
a senior official of the board
said on Sunday.

“We have started a joint
consultative mechanism,
which means we will involve
local stakeholders — local
communities, journalists,
and representatives from
relevant government de-
partments such as culture,
tourism, and meteorology.
Which depar S

Guests at a book launch during the Rail Utsav at the Calcutta University Institute

ely and railway cinema.
Documentaries were also

important to us, we bring
them on board so that when-
ever there is any damage or
any plan for conservation,
we can consider their opin-
ions and make informed
decisions,” said Aashima
Mehrotra, executive director
(heritage), Railway Board.

She was a speaker at the
Rail Utsav, organised by the
Rail Enthusiasts’ Society, at
Calcutta University Institute
Hall on Sunday.

The day-long event saw
presentations and talks
on railway heritage, rail
literature, railway philat-

“We need to involve peo-
ple who can engage with us
about these heritage sites.
We already have a compre-
hensive inventory of herit-
age sites and will continue
to add more to it. We aim to
reach more people through
zonal vending and ensure
greater participation in pre-
serving railway heritage,”
she said.

A pilot project in this
connection is already un-
derway in the Darjeeling
Himalayan Railway, said

railway officials. It will grad-

ually be expanded to other
areas, they said.

Calcutta is dotted with
majestic colonial edifices

on Sunday. Pictures by Sanat Kr Smha

Miniature rail engines and coaches on display
at the programme

that still serve as railway
offices.

“We want the Howrah
station building to become
a Unesco World Heritage
Site. It is a long road ahead.
But we have appealed to the

Railway Board to take it
up,” said Sanjoy Mookerjee,
retired financial commis-
sioner of railways, author of
multiple books on railway
heritage and head of the
eastern chapter of the Rail
Enthusiasts’ Society.

East Indian Railway,
which later became the
Eastern Railway, had started
functioning from a building
on Theatre Road and shifted
to its present headquarters

at Fairlie Place in 1879. The
road got its name from a
merchant, William Fairlie,
who supplied food for the
elephants and camels of the
British army. The building
had been much smaller and
was expanded after the East
Indian Railway took over.

The BNR (Bengal Nagpur
Railway) House, the white
edifice overlooking the
Hooghly in Garden Reach,
which serves as the resi-
dence of the general man-
ager of the South Eastern
Railway, was built by the
British in 1846, the architec-
ture inspired by the Tower
of the Winds in Athens.

Vinoo. N. Mathur, presi-
dent of the Rail Enthusiasts”
Society, spoke on these ma-
Jestic buildings.

“The Fairlie Place office
was designed by an architect
known as Richard Roskell
Bayne. The architect de-
signed it in the style of an
Italian palace. He borrowed
ideas from Italian buildings.
If we look at the top, we can
see its very fine cornice™ he
said

Bayne had also designed
the New Market in Calcutta.

P. K. Mishra, general
manager of Modern Coach
Factory (MCF), Rae Bareli,
and a railway historian,
spoke about the early years
of the Eastern Indian
Railway.

He noted that the esrly
railway administration
functioned under strict
rules regarding the flow of
information.

“There was also a ban
on communication with the
press following a series of
leaks,” he said.
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BEDROLLS AND PILLOWS TO BE AVAILABLE IN SLEEPER CLASS

Indian Railways will start giving paid bedrolls (sheet, pillow) to sleeper-class passengers from
January 1, 2026, as a pilot project in the Chennai Division. Passengers can choose packages
costing X20-%50 and must return the items after the journey. If successful, this service will
expand nationwide in phases.
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LOOKING BACK ON THE IMPACT OF RAILWAYS ON THE 100TH
ANNIVERSARY OF ELECTRIC TRAINS IN THE COUNTRYE

The first horse-drawn commercial train ran from Stockton to Darlington in England, just like the
early tram in Kolkata. This year marks 200 years since the run of that first train in 1825. The
first electric train in India ran from Victoria Terminus to Kurla Harbour in 1925, making this year
its centenary. The arrival of railways in colonial India opened new paths of communication,
industry, and technology. Railways introduced rural India to mechanical civilization and later
influenced art, literature, cinema, and public life. These themes were discussed at the Rail
Festival organized by the Rail Enthusiast Society. The event included exhibitions on railway
history, heritage, stamps, cinema, and literature. Speakers talked about East Indian Railway
heritage, railway engines on postage stamps, and railways in storytelling. A documentary on
railways in Indian films, including Satyajit Ray’s works, was shown. Models of engines and
railway-related books were also displayed.
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Ashwini Vaishnaw Reviews Railways Prepared-
ness to Ensure Passenger Safety and Minimize

Disruptions Ahead of Cyclone Ditwah

MI News Service, New Delhi, 30 Nov.25 :
In wake of Cyclone Ditwah bearing down
on Tamil Nadu, Union Minister for Rail-
ways, Information & Broadcasting, and
Electronics & Information Technology,
Shri Ashwini Vaishnaw reviewed pre-
paredness measures with General Man-
ager and teams of Southern Railways to
ensure minimum disruption to rail serv-
ices and ensure safety for passengers and
coastal populations.

Union Minister emphasised establish-
ment of dedicated helplines and passen-
ger- assistance desks to support
travellers facing uncertainties due to
cancellations or rerouting. Union Minis-
ter Vaishnaw reaffirmed the commitment
of Indian Railways to public safety. He
has instructed concerned officials to en-
sure activation of War Rooms at divi-
sional, Zonal and Railway board level to
monitor the situation and remain alert
for any extreme situation. He has also
asked railway officials to coordinate with
civil- administration authorities and
proactively communicate with passen-
gers until normalcy is restored.




