Southern Railway
Date - 15.02.2026
Print Media

3 railway projects worth Rs.18.5K crore cleared
52 Reforms in 52 Week s placed on fast track

Al investments may top $200bn, $90bn already
pledged: Ashwini Vaishnaw

New plan for continuous cleaning of long -distance
trains: General coaches will also be cleaned like first
class coaches: Ashwini Vaishnav



3 rly projects worth ¥18.5K crore cleared

Cabinet approves major infra projects, including country’s first underwater road-cum-rall tunnel in Brahmaputra

PARVEZ SULTAN @ New Delhi

THE Union Cabinet on Satur-
day approved mega infrastruc-
ture projects, including three
under the Ministry of Railways
entailing a cost of approxi-
mately 248,250 crore.

The railway projects include
the construction of third and
fourth lines between Kasara-
Manmad, Delhi-Ambala, and
Ballari-Hosapete, covering 12
districts across the states of
Delhi, Haryana, Maharashtra,
and Karnataka. This was the
last time on Friday evening the
Cabinet met in the iconic South
Block. The approval was also
accorded to the construction of
four-lane access-controlled
greenfield connectivity from
Gohpur on National Highway
(NH) 15 to Numaligarh on the
715 section, including 15.79 km
of road-cum-rail tunnel under
the River Brahmaputra.

The project will be developed
at a cost of ¥18,662 crore in As-
sam. This will be the first un-
derwater road-cum-rail tunnel
in India and the second in the
world. Union Information and
Broadcasting Minister Ashwi-
ni Vaishnaw on Saturday said
that capacity of the lines would
be created as per the require-
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THIS WAS THE LAST TIME ON FRIDAY EVENING THE CABINET MET IN THE ICONIC SOUTH BLOCK

ment. According to the state-
ment issued by the government,
the projects are planned under
the PM-Gati Shakti National
Master Plan, with a focus on en-
hancing multi-modal connec-
tivity and logistics efficiency
through integrated planning
and stakeholder consultations.

Currently travelling between
Numaligarh on NH715 and
Gohpur on NH 15 in Assam
through the existing Kaliabho-
mora Road Bridge takes six
hours. To address these chal-
lenges, a four-lane access-con-
trolled greenfield connectivity

from Gohpur to Numaligarh
with a road-cum-rail tunnel in
the Brahmaputra River is
planned. The project will pro-
vide significant benefit to As-
sam, Arunachal Pradesh, Na-
galand and other northeastern
states, as it will enhance the ef-
ficiency of freight movement,
reducing logistics costs and
driving socio-economic growth
in the region.

One of the road projects ap-
proved by the Cabinet Commit-
tee on Economic Affairs CCEA
is the rehabilitation and upgra-
dation of the Ghoti-Trimbak
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(Mokhada-Jawhar-Manor—
Palghar section of NH 160A in
Maharashtra). The about
154-km-long project will cost
%3,320 crore. It will help in de-
congesting the region around
Ambad and Satpur in Nasik,
which hosts a dense cluster of
industrial units. At present,
this traffic moves through
Nashik city via NH 848, adding
pressure on urban roads.

The Committee also approved
a project for the construction
of four-lane sections of Dha-
masiya-Bitada/Movi (47.46 km)
and Nasarpore-Malotha (60.21

km) in Gujarat with a total
project length of 107.67 km with
a cost of T4583.64 crore.

The project is a part of NH
56, which starts at Nimbahera
in the state of Rajasthan and
traverses through Dahod Dis-
trict in Gujarat, Alirajpur Dis-
trict in the state of Madhya
Pradesh and then re-enters Gu-
jarat near Chhota Udepur Dis-
trict, terminating at its junc-
tion with NH 48 near Vapi.

The proposal for widening of
National Highway 167 from
Gudebellur to Mahabubnagar
on the Hyderabad-Panaji Eco-
nomic Corridor has also been
approved. The 80.01 km-long
project will cost ¥3175.08 crore.

One of the significant deci-
sions taken by the Cabinet is
the launch of the Urban Chal-
lenge Fund (UCF) with a total
central assistance of %1 lakh
crore. The financial assistance
by the Centre will cover 25% of
the project cost, subject to rais-
ing a minimum of 50% of the
project cost from the market.

This was announced by the
government in last year's budg-
et. Through the scheme, the
Centre will support trans-
formative and bankable urban
projects through competitive
“challenge mode”.

Chennai, Coimbatore, Kochi,




Centre clears
18,509 cr for
new rly projects

SHASHI BHUSHAN [DC
NEW DELHI, FEB. 14

In a major decision to
boost rail and road infra-
structure, the Union cabi-
net approved three rail-
way ministry projects,
including the construc-
tion of third and fourth
lines between Kasara-
Manmad, Delhi-Ambala
and Ballari-Hosapete,
worth ?18,509 crores in
addition to 711,000 crores
of road upgradation pro-
jects in Maharashtra,
Telangana and Gujarat.
The cabinet committee
on economic affairs
(CCEA), chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
approved the three rail-
way ministry projects. A
government statement
said on Saturday that the
projects ® Full Report P7



B 389 km rail expansion to connect Delhi, Haryana, Maha, Ktaka

Cabinet approves I18,509¢cr
rail multi-tracking projects

SHASHI BHUSHAN
NEW DELHI, FEB. 14

In a major decision to
boost rail and road infra-
structure, the Union
Cabinet 'has approved
three projects of the min-
istry of railways worth
218,509  crore. These
include the construction of
third and fourth lines
between Kasara-Manmad,
Delhi-Ambala, and
Ballari Hosapete.

ditionally, road project
upgmd:\tmnk pegged at
11,000 crore have bu.n

zlpp]'()\i.(l
Maharasht 'I'e\rmgana,
and Gujar
The Cabinet Committee
on _Economic  Affairs
(CCEA), chaired by

Nurendra Modi, approved
the three railway ministry
projects, including the
construction of third and
fourth lines on the identi-
fied route:

Corfluence of past,

future: Cabinet

hails shifting of PMO to Seva Teerth

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, FEB. 14

The Union Cabinet has
adopted a resolution on
the shifting of the Prime
Minister's Office from the
imperial South Block on
Raisina Hill to the newly-
constructed Seva Teerth
terming it as a step trans-
forming the past
entrenched in slavery
towards a futuristic Viksit
Bharat,

The Cabinet, chaired by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, met at South Block
for the last time on

Union minister J\shwini
Vaishnaw said, "Today, w
feel happy that the meetr
ing of the Union Cabinet
is being held for the last
time in this chamber of
South Block. This is not
merely a moment of
change of place; it is also
a moment of the conflu-
ence of history and the
future.”
ymbolically, this is
another step of the coun-
try from the past of glav-
towards the future of
"Viksit Bharat' (Developed
India).

Z10K-crore
allocated to
strengthen
Startup India

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, FEB. 14

In a major boost to India's
growing startup ecosys-
tem, the Union Cabinet has
approved 210,000 crore for
the establishment of the
Startup India Fund of
Funds 2.0 (Startup India
FoF 2.0), aimed at mobiliz-
ing venture capital

Friday evening, follow-

ing which the resclu- @

tion was adopted.
Reading out the reso-
lution at a press confer-

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

Open Tender No: 43-RONK-M-PH42-26-26-47
E-TENDER NOTICE

Bated: 12.02.2028

ence on  Saturday, | |Etenders are invited by Ghef Workshop Manoger Rad Coach Naveenikaran

The increased line
capacity will signifi-
cantly enhanee
mobility, resulting
in improved opera-
tional efficiency and
service reliability
for Indian Railway
These multi-track-
ing proposals are
expected 1o stream-
line operations and
alleviate rcmmxtmn
“The projects are in
line with the Prime
Minister’s vision of
a_  “"New India”,
which will make
people of the region
‘Atmanirbhar’
through comprehen-
sive development,
enhancing employ-
ment  and  sel
employment oppor-
tunities,” the gov-
ernment said.

The projects are
planned under the
PM  Gati Shakti
National  Master
Plan, with a focus on
enhancing  multi-
modal

cy through integrat-
ed planning and
stakeholder consul-
tations. They will
provide mless
connectivity for the
movement of peo-
ple, goods, and serv-
ices,

The three projects,
covering 12 :hslnc

across i

ar a,
Maharashtra, and
Karnataka, will

se the exist-
railway network

tracking project wi |I'J
enhance connectis

ty to approximately
3,902 villages with a
popula-
97

combined
about

capa
enhancement
also improve rail
connectivity to sev-
eral prominent
tourist destinations,
including  Bhavli
Dam, i
Ghatandevi,
Trimbakeshwar
Jyotirlinga,  Shri
Mata Vaishno Devi
Katra/Srinagar, and
major  attractions
such as Hampi (a
UNESCO World
Heritage Site),
Ballari Fort, Daroji
Sloth car
Sanctuary,
Tungabhadra Dam,
Kenchanagudda,
and Vijaya Vittala
Temple,

The proposed
routes are essential
for the transporta-
tion of commodities
such as coal, stel
iron ore, cement.
limestone, bauxite,
containers,  food-
grains, sugar, and
fertilizers.
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Cabinet approves road, rail projects worth
Rs 1,60,504 crore in last South Block meeting

New Delhi (Agency) The Union
Cabinet has approved projects worth
Rs 1,60,504 crore at its final meeting in
the South Block before passing a
resolution to shift its functioning to the
Seva Teerth complex, Union Railways
and Electronics and IT Minister,
Ashwini Vaishnaw, said on Saturday.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Friday unveiled the new complex
named ‘Seva Teerth’, which houses the
Prime Minister’'s Office (PMO),
National Security Council Secretariat
(NSCS) and the Cabinet Secretariat.

10,000 crore. The new fund aims to
mobilise long-term domestic capital
and provide stronger financial backing
to startups across the country.

The Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs, chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, approved the
rehabilitation and upgradation of the
G hoti—Tu&kimbadk
(Mokhada)—Jawhar—Manor—Palghar
section of NH-160A in Maharashtra,
with a total length of 154.635 kms with
Rs 3,320.38 crore outlay.

Cabinet also approved the

At its final session in South Block,
the Cabinet cleared major decisions
spanning railways, national highways,
metro expansion, urban reforms and
startup funding.

Marking a paradigm shift in the
urban development approach, the
government approved the launch of
the Urban Challenge Fund (UCF) with

central assistance of Rs 1 lakh crore.
The central assistance will cover 25 per
cent of the project cost, subject to
raising minimum 50 per cent of the
project cost from market.

The Cabinet approved three multi-
tracking projects, covering 12 districts
across Delhi, Haryana, Maharashtra
and Karnataka, with a total cost of Rs

18,509 crore. This will increase the
existing network of Indian Railways by
about 389 kms.

In @ major push to India’s fast-
growing startup ecosystem, the Union
Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has approved the
setting up of the Startup India Fund of
Funds 2.0 with a total corpus of Rs

widening of National Highway-167
from Gudebellur to Mahabubnagar on
the Hyderabad-Panaji Economic
Corridor to 4-Lane in Telangana with
Rs 3,175.08 crore outlay. This will
enhance the efficiency of freight
movement, reducing logistics cost and
driving socio-economic growth in the
region.

Cabinet greenlights 3 Railways projects
covering 12 districts for Rs 18,509 crore

New Delhi (Agency): In a significant
development, the Centre has approved
three multi-tracking projects, covering 12
districts across Delhi, Haryana, Maharashtra
and Karnataka, with a total cost of Rs 18,509
crore.

This will increase the existing network of
Indian Railways by about 389 kms. The
projects are planned on the PM-Gati Shakti
National Master Plan with focus on
enhancing multi-modal connectivity and
logistic efficiency through integrated
planning and stakeholder consultations.

These projects will also provide
seamless connectivity for the movement of
people, goods, and services. The proposed
multi-tracking  project will enhance
connectivity to nearly 3,902 villages, with a
combined population of about 97 lakh.

According to the Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs (CCEA), chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, these projects
include Kasara-Manmad 3rd and 4th line;

Publication:
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Delhi-Ambala 3rd and 4th line; and Ballari —
Hosapete 3rd and 4th line.

The increased line capacity will
significantly enhance mobility, resulting in
improved operational efficiency and service
reliability for Indian Railways.

These multi-tracking proposals are
poised to streamline operations and
alleviate congestion.

“The projects are in line with PM Modi’s
Vision of a New India which will make
people of the region ‘Atmanirbhar’ by way

of comprehensive development in the area
which will enhance their employment/ self-
employment opportunities,” said the CCEA
in a statement.

The projects are planned on PM-Gati
Shakti National Master Plan with focus on
enhancing multi-modal connectivity and
logistic efficiency through integrated
planning and stakeholder consultations.
These projects will provide seamless
connectivity for movement of people,
goods, and services.

The proposed capacity enhancement
will improve rail connectivity to several
prominent tourist destinations across the
country, including Bhavli Dam, Shri
Ghatandevi, Trimbakeshwar Jyotirlinga, Shri
Mata Vaishno Devi Katra/Srinagar, and
major attractions such as Hampi (a UNESCO
World Heritage Site), Ballari Fort, Daroji
Sloth Bear Sanctuary, the Tungabhadra
Dam, Kenchanagudda, and the Vijaya
Vittala Temple, etc.

City Times Edition: Chennai



3 Railway Projects
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Rs. 18 thousand crore financial allocation
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Double tunnel under the Brahmaputra river
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Rail transport under Brahmaputra river: Approval for implementation in Assam
at a cost of Rs. 18,662 crore

Publication: Dinamalar Edition: Coimbatore
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First underwater rail -road tunnel in Assam
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Rail and road tunnel coming under Brahmaputra
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The country's first underwater rail  -road tunnel project: Cabinet approval
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‘52 Reforms in 52 Weeks’ placed on fast track

RAJESH KUMAR THAKUR @ New Delhi

AS part of the ‘52 Reforms
in 52 Weeks' initiative, the Rail-
ways on Saturday launched
two measures—one aimed at
improving on-board services
in trains with top priority
given to cleanliness, and the
other focused on rail-based lo-
gistics through Gati-Shakti
cargo terminals and related
cargo facilities.

“Now cleanliness in general
coaches will be at the level
maintained in reserved coach-
es. Initially, we have started the
first reform for better onboard
services in 80 trains identified
from all zones. More than 80 im-
portant trains will be brought
under this reform in coming
days,” Railway Minister Ash-
wini Vaishnaw told reporters.

Multi-tasking and cross-
skilled staff will serve as pas-
senger interface personnel for
cleanliness. Leading service
providers with a proven track
record will be engaged to en-
sure improved cleanliness
and onboard services in 80
trains from their originat-
ing stations to their final
destinations, he said.
Cleanliness and other
on-board services will
also be supported

&

oz

by technology-enabled real-
time monitoring.

“A central control room is be-
ing established to monitor the
reform for better on-board serv-
ices, including cleanliness,
where photographs received
from trains will be analysed us-
ing Al tools,” he added.

At a meeting chaired by
Vaishnaw in January this year,

52 reforms in 52 weeks were

leadership.

approved for systematic im-
provements in service delivery,
efficiency and governance. He
said, “Two reforms out of 7 will
start after the Al Impact Sum-
mit, and the rest in the firstand
second weeks of March”.
Another reform will acceler-
ate the use of artificial intelli-
gence and advanced technolo-
gies for safety, maintenance and
operations. Other measures in-

Over the next 22 years, the Railways has
numerous reforms and initiatives to undertake
as part of building a new Railways system in a
Viksit Bharat under the Prime Minister’s

—Ashwini Vaishnaw, Railway Minister

clude revamp of talent manage-
ment and training, exploring
innovative approaches to em-
ployee skill development, and
overhaul of catering services to
enhance food quality and on-
board service standards.

He said the second reform,
concerning rail-based logistics
through Gati-Shakti cargo ter-
minals and cargo-related facili-
ties, has also started. So far, the
Railways has developed 124
multi-modal cargo terminals,
surpassing the target of 100.

“With the construction of 124
multi-model cargo terminals,
which have brought over 200
million tonnes of cargo in the
last 3 years, generating extra
revenue of 20,000 crore, the
Railways have moved further
in cargo terminal services. We
have set a target of developing
more than 500 multi-modal car-
go terminals in the next 5 years
that will also bring more than
300 million tonnes of cargo by
generating extra revenue of
230,000 crore in the coming
days,” he said.

“Over the next 22 years, the
Railways has numerous re-
forms and initiatives to under-
take as part of building a new
Railways system in a Viksit
Bharat under the Prime Minis-
ter’s leadership,” he said.
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Al investments may top S200bn,
$90bn already pledged: Vaishnaw

‘Will Unveil Sovereign Models At
Summit To Rival OpenAl, Gemini’

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Ahead of next
week’s Al Impact Summit,
Union information technolo-
gy minister Ashwini Vaish-
naw on Saturday said that in-
vestments in the infrastruc-
ture layer of artificial intelli-
gence may top $200 billion
with commitments of around
$90 billion already received.
“We are working on all
fivelayers of the Alstack. Con-
ventionally, our strength has
been providing IT services.
Now, we have

ereign models. On so many
parameters, the models are
better than Open Al, Gemini
Pro and Deep Seek, giving us
confidence that India can de-
velop models on very frugal
resources,” said the minister,
who is also in charge of rail-
ways and information and
broadcasting ministries.
Highlighting the develop-
ment in the third layer of Al
stack, Vaishnaw stressed that
progress insemiconductor de-
velopment — the “chip layer”
— had been significant, with
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vices. The IT
industry too
has worked in
recent years on this changing
businessmodel. It has invest-
ed in creating new tools and
reskilling their workforce,
sotheycanprovide Alservic-
es,” Vaishnaw said, while
addressing the ET NOW
Global Business Summit.
Headded that after the UK,
SouthKoreaand France, India
is setto host the biggest AITm-
pact summit next week, with
more than 20 Heads of State
and govtsattending the event.
“At the summit, we will be
launching our bouquet of sov-
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edge solutions
@ that are ex-
pected to bear
fruitin the coming years.
Vaishnaw also noted elec-
tronic goods will be among the
top two exported goods soon.
“One of the key things
Europeans wanted from In-
dia was electronic goods in
the FTA. They wanted elec-
tronic items of all kinds for
their industry and consum-
ers, because we are a trusted
country. India will become a
trusted partner in the semi-
conductor and electronics
value chain,” Vaishnaw said.
The minister said Al is set

“ One of the key
things Europeans wanted
from India was electronic
goods in the FTA. India will
become a trusted partner
in the semiconductor and
electronics value chain

ASHWINI VAISHNAW
Information Technology minister

to outpace all previous indus-
trial revolutions and techno-
logical shifts, necessitatingthe
need for industry and society
to remain prepared for this
swift transformation, as In-
dia’s coordinated push across
talent, models, chips and ap-
plications will help position
the country at the forefront
of the global Alrevolution.
Sharing the progress on
the first bullet train project,
Vaishnaw said that the first
section between Mumbai and
Ahmedabad will open in 2027.

He also said that the proposed
Bengaluru-Chennaicorridor
could reduce travel time to
just 73 minutes, thus bringing
thetwocitiesmuch closer and
boosting economicactivity.
“Ourengineers havereally
lived up to the challenge. Our
industry too has gone through
that learning curve and is
practically self-sufficient in
the entire high speed train
technology: That is why Prime
Minister Modi has announced
seven new bullet train corri-
dors, which will connect large
parts of the country and trans-
formtheentire transportation
industry. We are also going to
standardise the entire system
so that anyone in the world
can come and participate. We
will have a large role for the
industry as well,” he added.
On wider railway re-
forms, Vaishnaw said the
ministryis working on “52re-
forms in 52 weeks” in 2026,
with two new reforms slated
to be announced on the same
day. Seven reforms have al-
ready been implemented
and therestare in progress.
“These changes aim to
improve overall travel expe-
rience, especially for daily
passengers belonging to the
low- and middle-income
families. They remain our
most important customers
in the railways. We have
been able to reduce acci-
dents by about90%. We want
tofurtherreduceit,” hesaid.
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