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DPR survey nod for seven high-speed rail
routes in state; KIIFB will provide Rs 1900
crore for Sabari Rail



DPR survey
nod for seven
high-speed rail
routes in state

ANU KURUVILLA @ Kochi

KERALA'S high-speed rail
ambitions have received a
major push, with the Union
Ministry of Railways sanc-
tioning Detailed Project Re-
port (DPR) surveys for seven
railline projects in the state,
with a speed potential of up
to 160 kmph.

The move, announced by
Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw in the Rajya Sab-
ha on Friday, opens the door
for future high-speed rail de-
velopment in Kerala, even
as the state was left disap-
pointed by its exclusion
from the Union Budget’s list
of sanctioned high-speed
rail projects.

The seven projects cleared
for DPR surveys are Shora-
nur-Mangalore (3rd and 4th
line, 307 km); Coimbatore-
Shoranur (3rd and 4th line,
99 km); Shoranur-Ernaku-
lam (3rd line, 106km), Er-
nakulam-Kayamkulam via
Kottayam (3rd line, 115 km),
Kayamkulam-Thiruvanan-
thapuram (3rd line, 105 km),
Thiruvananthapuram-—
Nagercoil (3rd line, 71 km),
and Turavur-Ambalap-
puzha doubling (48 km).

Vaishnaw said the sanc-
tioning of DPR surveys
marks a crucial preparatory
step towards infrastructure
expansion and speed
enhancement.

“After the approval of the
DPR, the sanctioning of the
project requires consulta-
tion with various stakehold-
ers, including state govern-
ments, and necessary
approvals,” the minister
said. ® More on P5



Timelines for execution
can’t be fixed, says min

CONTINUED FROM P1
ANU KURUVILLA @ Kochi

THE minister, however, indi-
cated that timelines for execu-
tion remain uncertain. “Since
sanctioning of projects is a con-
tinuous and dynamic proc-
ess, exact timelines can-
not be fixed,” Vaishnaw |
said. He said the Rail-
ways has undertaken ex-
tensive track and signal-
ling upgrades over the past
11 years to enhance speed po-
tential across the network.

On Kerala’s proposed Silver-
Line semi-high-speed rail
project, Vaishnaw said the Ker-
ala Rail Development Corpora-
tion Limited (KRDCL) has been
advised torevise its DPR in line

with updated technical stand-
ards. “However, the state gov-
ernment is insisting on consid-
ering the SilverLine project as
a standalone project,” Vaishnav
said. His statement on Silver-
Line comes amid reports that
the state government issued no-

tification early this month,

- cancelling the land acqui-
-\ sition for the ambitious

iy, rail project.

Meanwhile, the DPR
surveys for the seven

projects are expected to as-
sess feasibility, costs and tech-
nical requirements for enhanc-
ing speeds up to 160 kmph — a
development that could signifi-
cantly reduce travel time and
modernise Kerala’s railway
backbone if implemented, offi-
cials said.

Publication: The New Indian Express Edition: Kochi, Trivandrum



Nod for 14
projects
worth
3689.45 cr

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@T’Puram

THE Kera-
la Infra-
structure
Invest-
ment Fund

Board (KI-
IFB) on Friday
sanctioned 14 projects
worth ¥689.45 crore.
They include statewide
expansion of Work Near
Home Project: Skill Eco-
system 2.0 (T153 crore),
development of
Kozhikode PUKC road
(Z166.55 crore), develop-
ment of Thrissur Gener-
al Hospital (Z136.79 crore)
and development of Gov-
ernment Mental Hospi-
tal, Thiruvanan-
thapuram (Z87.68 crore).
The director board
meeting chaired by Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijay-
an also gave in-principle
conditional sanction to
11 projects worth %8,081
crore. They include four-
laning of MCroad (5,217
crore), Angamaly-Erume-
li Sabari rail project
(Z1,900 crore) and land
acquisition for K-Space
aerospace control sys-
tems complex (2600
crore).

Publication: The New Indian Express Edition: Kochi, Trivandrum



Railways to survey seven
~ routes for faster trains

Times NEws NETWORK

T’puram: Railways sanc-
tioned detailed project re-
port (DPR) surveys to incre-
ase train speeds to 160 km/
hronsevenroutesinKerala,
said Union railways mini-
ster Ashwini Vaishnaw. But
he did not say whether the
routes will be sanctioned for
an upgrade or construction.
The seven routes are
Shoranur-Mangaluru
(third and fourth lines), Er-
nakulam-Kayamkulam
(third line), Thiruvanan-
thapuram- Kayamkulam

GREENLIGHT
FOR DPR

(third line), Thiruvanan-
thapuram-Nagercoil (third
line), Shoranur-Ernakulam
(third line), Thuravoor-Am-
balappuzha (doubling) and
Coimbatore-Shoranur
(third and fourth lines).
Inawrittenreplytoaqu-
estion raised by MP P P Su-
neer in Rajya Sabha on su-
perfast railway lines in Ke-
rala, Vaishnaw said, “After
firming up of DPR, sanctio-
ning of project requires

The routes are Shoranur-M’luru,
Ernakulam-Kayamkulam,
T'puram-Kayamkulam, T’puram-
Nagercoil, Shoranur-Ernakulam,
Thuravoor-Ambalappuzha and
Coimbatore-Shoranur

consultation with various
stakeholders - including
state govt and necessary
approvals — appraisal of Ni-
ti Aayog, Union finance mi-
nistryetc. Assanctioning of
projects is a continuous and
dynamic process, exact ti-
melines cannot befixed.”

The Union minister also
added that railways want
Kerala Rail Development
Corporation to revise the
DPR of Thiruvananthapu-
ram-Kasargod SilverLine to
adopt broad gauge for integ-
ration with the existingrail-
way network, a flatter ru-
ling gradient, a drainage
scheme for vards and sec-
tions, provision of Kavach,
2x25kV electrification and
taking environmental safe-
guards during construc-
tion, among other measu-
res.

However, the govt of Ke-
rala insists on considering
SilverLine as a standalone
project, he said.

The Union minister also
said that the average speed
of train service is depen-
dent on the maximum per-
missible speed of the sec-
tions, track structure, geo-
metry along the route (in-
cluding gradients and
curves), topographical con-
ditions, number of stoppa-
ges en route, line capacity
utilization and maintenan-
ce works along sections.

Route congestion pre-
vents railways from impro-
ving the speed of trains and
reducing travel time in Ke-
rala. There are widespread
public complaints that tra-
ins take more time to cover
distances that can be cove-
red much faster by road.

Publication: The Times of India Edition: Kochi



KIIFB's in-principle nod for four-lane
MC Road and Sabari Rail projects

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

A clutch of major infras-
tructure projects, includ-
ing the four-laning of MC
Road and the Sabari Rail
project, will be funded
through the Kerala Infras-
tructure Investment Fund
Board (KIIFB).

A KIIFB board meeting
held on Friday gave its in-
principle nod for providing
funding to the tune of
¥5,217 crore for the four-
laning of the Kesavadasap-

uram-Angamaly MC Road,
1,900 crore for the Anga-
maly-Erumely Sabari Rail
project and I600 crore for
the Aerospace Control Sys-
tems Complex proposed
under KSpace.

These were among 11
projects worth 38,081
crore which were granted
in-principle approval and
14 other projects worth
T689 crore granted finan-
cial approval at the 56th
board meeting chaired by
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan.

With this, the financial
heft of projects granted ap-
proval under KIIFB has
touched 1.10 lakh crore,
Finance Minister K.N. Bala-
gopal said at a press confe-
rence here.

The Cabinet meeting
held on February 4 had de-
cided that the State would
bear half the cost — ¥ 1,900
crore — of the Sabari Rail
project.

The four-laning of MC
Road and the Aerospace
Control Systems Complex
project were announced in

the 2026-27 State Budget.

In-principle  approval
has also been granted for
the procurement of medi-
cal equipment for hospi-
tals (3210.51 crore), Phase 1
development of the Conol-
ly Canal in Kozhikode
(X¥73.21 crore) and infras-
tructure development of
the K.R. Narayanan Nation-
al Institute of Visual
Science and Arts (326.59
crore).

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 8

KIIFB nod for MC Road,
Sabari Rail projects

Among the 14 projects granted approval are the
Work Near Home: Skill Ecosystem 2.0 project
(153 crore ), the development of the General Hos-
pital, Thrissur (136.79 crore) and infrastructure
development of the Mental Health Centre in Thi-
ruvananthapuram (X87.68 crore). Most projects in
this category, worth 3282.98 crore, come under
Public Works, and Health and Family Welfare
(3224.47 crore). So far, KIIFB has given nod for
1,237 projects worth ¥98,836.83 crore and in-prin-
ciple nod for 11 projects worth ¥8,081 crore.

Publication: The Hindu Edition: Thiruvananthapuram




Sanction for
survey of 7
rail projects

Press Trust of India
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

To improve the rail net-
work in Kerala, the Minis-
try of Railways has sanc-
tioned surveys for
preparation of detailed
project report (DPR) for se-
ven projects with high-
speed potential of 160 kilo-
metres per hour.

The seven projects in-
clude the 307-km Shora-
nur-Mangaluru third and
fourth line, 99-km Coimba-
tore-Shoranur third and
fourth line, 106-km Shora-
nur-Ernakulam third line,
and the 115-km Ernakulam-
Kayamkulam third line (via
Kottayam), an official re-
lease said.

The other projects in-
clude the 105-km Kayam-
kulam-Thiruvananthapu-
ram third line, 71-km
Thiruvananthapuram-Na-
gercoil third line, and the
46-km Turavur-Ambalap-
puzha doubling. After firm-
ing up of the DPR, sanc-
tioning of the projects
requires consultation with
stakeholders, including
State governments and ap-
provals like appraisal of NI-
TI Aayog, Ministry of Fi-
nance, etc., it said.

Publication: The Hindu Edition: Thiruvananthapuram
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7 train project survey in Kerala

Publication: Dinakaran Edition: Chennai, Nagarcoll
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160 km expressway DPRs are being prepared for 7 projects

Publication: Metro Vartha Edition: Thiruvananthapuram, Thrissur



28100382 “ > 26MIMM2A
CHESOMInLR! 7 HOWIOb

AUl&MMaIRL @S] 0b
160 &16L10R1Q0 GQIM.

RACMIRA CRIGISID

MYWBZa0l @ CHOSOMIGI
aeomldlenyan 7 &owilad ol
SHTUMAIBLDIDHSIEN - BETIES))
olad 160 sleenalnd caiw
OO WD a1 & ¢lW)
an OOAMILD:) e a10@ MIB2]
ANGHOHWN) HoWIMIEA 2] @RwimI
£9HUHEMAT EOR{TVRHW GROIWIaY. ailuod
AIRLDIEAIV SHIWBS TVAEAUSS BRM)ADG)]
MBI, BRDIEQUD 0D TV LNITWa] G206
(enilgomilengd Galos\amImowie)am) amlw)
S D0)alS.

aHIBeM)B - DNB)D) (DYDY o MOLL o AIOD
&) - 307 Hleenaind), ecaromiom)d -
§aHOBEM)A (2aMo MIENe A ldMUB - 99 &5l
¢e1210a), HaaBeM)B - af)OEMIB)B. (2)ANI0
alo® -106 &leenalgad), af)osmod)Be -~ &0Wo
B (GHIgWo AUl - 3)ANJ0 al0® - 115 &3l
¢el02193), HIWeB)Bo ~ GNAYUMIDAN- (2)
M2 ald® - 105 &leeinailnad), ®le)imamal)
@0 = MINABE0QIBB (B)AN6 ald® - 71 BlEEID
21Qa@), ®0and - @eMILiapY (oo™ gl
HHBY) afIVINIDBHIWOEM) TVAEA MSTT) .

160 kmph speed in 7 rail development projects in Kerala

Publication: Malayala Manorama Edition: Chennai, Kannur, kollam
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1900 crores for Sabari Path

Publication: Malayala Manorama Edition: Kochi
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1900 crores for Sabari Railway; 5217 crores for MC Road

Publication: Madhyamam Edition: Kochi
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Approval for DPR survey for seven railway projects in Kerala

Publication: Deepika Edition: Kochi
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DPR of seven projects approved: Center
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Publication: Janmabhumi Edition: Kannur, kollam
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kerala Express. Permission for survey for 7 railway projects in the state.

Publication: Mathrubhumi Edition: Chennai, Kannur, Kochi, kollam, KozhiKode,
Palakkad, Thiruvananthapuram
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KIIFB will provide Rs 1900 crore for Sabari Rail

Publication: Mathrubhumi Edition: Chennai, Kannur, Kochi, kollam, KozhiKode
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Rs 1900 crore allocated for Sabarimala highway

Publication: Deshabhimani Edition: Kochi




